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(foreword 


I  The  genealogical  record  of  the  BrentUnger  family  has  been  pre¬ 

pared  in  the  midst  of  the  regular  routine  duties  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  having  it  in  charge.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to 
go  back  of  the  readily  accessible  sources  of  informationtion,  and  for 
the  most  part  the  information  has  been  obtained  from  the  older 
members  of  the  family.  It  is  hoped  that  this  effort  to  start  a 
record  of  the  traditions  of  the  family  will  inspire  a  degree  of  in¬ 
terest  in  the  younger  generation,  and  perhaps  in  generations  yet 
to  come,  which  will  result  in  a  more  complete  ancestral  record  and 
in  a  maintained  record  of  the  future  growth  and  activities  of  the 
family. 


It  is  expected  that  interest  in  this  chronology  will  be  restricted 
almost  entirely  to  the  members  of  the  family  and  their  close  friends. 
Non-members  of  the  family,  into  whose  hands  this  volume  may  per¬ 
chance  fall,  will  kindly  remember  that  their  interest  is  not  presumed 
to  measure  up  to  that  of  those  who  are  bound  together  by  the  in¬ 
visible  but  powerful  links  of  kinship. 


This  committee  gratefully  acknowledges  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  by  members  of  the  family  and  others  in  the  assembly  of 
the  information  herein. 


ELLSWORTH  BRENTLINGER 
HOWARD  G.  BRENTLINGER 
B.  F.  BRENTLINGER 
LOTTIE  BRENTLINGER 
RUTH  PATTON 

Committee. 
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Inti'oductiofi 


THIS  BIOGRAPHY  contains  the  record  of  a  modest  family  of  the 
type -which  Abraham  Lincoln  no  doubt  had  in  mind  when  he  said 
that  God  must  love  the  common  people  very  much  because  He  has 
made  so  many  of  them.  So  the  Brentlinger  family  record  is  a  record 
•of  the  happenings  in  a  group  of  common  people,  inspired  by  the  en¬ 
vironments  of  nature’s  great  settings  and  the  impelling  call  of  neces¬ 
sity,  to  do  their  duties  well  and  honestly.  They  have  felt  and  know 
the  stings  of  disappointment,  of  distress,  of  sickness  and  of  death 
and  have  been  trained  in  the  school  of  experience  to  live  lives  of 
sympathy  and  helpfulness. 

This  family,  so  far  as  tradition  and  records  show,  has  always  been 
a  religious  family.  Not  merely  in  the  respect  that  it  believed  in 
God,  but  it  has  specifically  adhered  to  the  triune  faith  as  expressed 
in  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  In  other  words,  it  has  been  a 
Christian  family,  and  has  striven  to  live  the  truly  Christian  life. 

The  name  or  word,  Brentlinger,  seems  to  be  a  combination  of 
the  two  words — “Brent”  and  “Linger.”  Webster’s  dictionary  lists 
the  word  “brent”  as  an  Anglo-Saxon  adjective  meaning  steep  or 
high.  Also  the  word  “linger”  as  meaning  to  prolong  or  to  draw  out. 
The  German  also  uses  the  word  “brent”  which  means  burn.  It  is 
suggestive  of  height  and  length;  or,  if  the  German  meaning  is  used, 
it  may  be  defined  as  burning  longer  or  having  longer  endurance.  A 
little  imagination  can  picture  the  “Brentlingers”  some  centuries 
back  in  some  German  hamlet  as  burning  the  candle  or  the  pine 
knot  or  whatever  they  used  for  lighting  in  those  centuries  back,  and 
keeping  it  going  farther  into  the  night  than  the  usual  timely  hour 
to  retire.  It  has  also  been  mentioned  that  a  town  or  village  in  Ger¬ 
many  bore  the  name  of  “Brendling”  and  that  those  coming  from 
this  town  were  called  “Brendlingers,”  subsequently  changed  to 
“Brentlinger.” 

It  is  almost  a  certainty  that  the  family  had  its  pre-American  ex¬ 
istence  in  Germany.  The  name  itself,  coupled  with  the  personal 
traits  of  the  individual  members,  would  lend  strong  evidence  to  this 
conclusion.  It  is  known  that  German  was  spoken  by  members  of 
the  family  one  hundred  years  or  more  ago.  The  time  at  which  emi¬ 
gration  to  America  occurred  is  not  even  approximately  known. 
The  first  record  of  the  family  finds  them  located  in  the  state  of 
Maryland.  The  fact  that  many  years  ago  members  of  the  family 
became  identified  with  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  Martin 
Luther,  the  German  reformer,  was  the  founder,  and  that  others 


7 


united  with  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  of  which  William  Otter- 
bein  was  the  founder,  is  added  evidence  of  Gierman  ancestry,  as  Ot- 
terbein  was  a  German  missionary  to  America. 

The  Brentlinger  family  is  now  distributed  over  many  sections  of 
the  United  States.  Reference  to  the  city  directories  shows  that 
they  carry  the  Brentlinger  name,  not  as  common  as  hundreds  of 
other  names,  but  sufficient  to  show  that  the  family  has  radiated,  as 
civilization  has  extended  to  many  quarters  of  the  land. 

To  identify  and  trace  the  lines  of  ancestry  of  all  these  family 
branches  would  be  a  task  far  beyond  our  scope  of  endeavor. 


s 


(genealogy 


1—1  Conrad  Brendlinger  (b.  17  28),  married  to 
Mary  (maiden  name  unknown)  (b.  1734). 

1— 2  Rosina  Brendlinger  (b.  1758). 

2— 2  Sarah  Brendlinger  (b.  1761), 

3— 2  Christiana  Brendlinger  (b.  1763), 

4— 2  George  Brendlinger  (b,  1765). 

5— 2  Andrew  Brendlinger  (b.  1768). 

6— 2  Elizabeth  Brendlinger  (b.  1771). 

(Of  the  above  children  of  Conrad  and  Mary  Brendlinger, 
the  biographers  have  been  able  to  trace  only  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  fourth  child,  George  Brendlinger.  It  seems 
that  at  the  time  of  the  removal  from  Maryland  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  the  spelling  of  the  name  was  changed  to 
Brentlinger. ) 

4—2  George  Brentlinger  (b.  1765),  married  to 
Catherine  Tritchy. 

1— 3  Susan  Brentlinger. 

2— 3  Nancy  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Jacob  Huffhine  in  1838  by  Isaac  Bower,  J.  P, 

3— 3  Andrew  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Eliza  Jane  Gardner  in  1843. 


0  - ^ 


Daniel  Brentlinger  (b,  1807,  d.  1901),  married  to> 


r 


Minerva  Cummins.  Fourteen  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  of  whom  only  limited  infor¬ 
mation  is  obtainable  of  the  following: 
a— 4  Anna  Brentlinger, 
b— 4  Mrs.  Willard  Brink 
'  c— 4  Mahlon  Brentlinger, 

a— 5  Arthur  J.  Brentlinger. 
b— 5  Elwood  B,  Brentlinger 
c— 5  Charles  Brentlinger. 
d— 5  Mrs.  Ida  Dellenbach. 

e-5  Mrs.  Gladys  E.  Ries. 

5—3  George  Brentlinger. 
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6—3  John  Brentlinger  (b.  179  5,  d.  18  50),  married 
(first)  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Huffhines  Hoover, 
and  (second)  to  Ibarilla  Howell. 

Descendants  of  the  first  marriage; 

1— 4  Susannah  Brentlinger,  married  to 

(first)  John  Stevenson, 

(second)  Samuel  Voris. 

(third)  Samuel  Strauser. 

1— 5  Lucinda  Stevenson  (b.  1837). 

2— 5  Catherine  Stevenson  (b.  1838). 

3— 5  Elizabeth  Stevenson  (b.  18  40). 

4— 5  John  Alexander  Stevenson  (b. 

1841). 

5— 5  Silas  Wesley  Stevenson  (b.  18  43  ). 

6— 5  William  Andrew  Stevenson  (b. 

1845). 

7— 5  Eli  Jasper  Stevenson,  married 

Katherin  Carter. 

1— 6  Susan  Stevenson  Shaw. 

2— 6  Molly  Stevenson  McFern. 

3— 6  Cuba  Stevenson  Styer. 

4— 6  Andrew  Stevenson. 

5— 6  Howard  Stevenson. 

6— 6  Emma  Stevenson  Hardin. 

8— 5  Jefferson  Pierce  Stevenson  (b. 

1852). 

2— 4  Lucinda  Brentlinger,  married 

Aaron  Glick.  (Seven  children,  no  record 
obtained. ) 

3— 4  Sarah  Brentlinger,  married 

Isaac  Compton. 

1— 5  Lidia  Compton. 

2— 5  Alameda  Compton 

3— 5  Newton  Compton. 

4— 5  Joseph  Compton. 

4— 4  Eliza  Brentlinger,  married  to 

(first)  Charles  Dodson  and 
(second)  David  Moyer. 

1— 5  Peter  Dodson. 

2— 5  Sally  Dodson,  married 

David  Fisher. 

1- 6  Edward  Fisher. 

2— 6  Bessie  Fisher. 
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5—4  William  Brentlinger  (b.  1825,  d.  1879),  married 
Marinda  Gardiner  (b.  1830,  d.  1861). 

1—5  Abram  E.  Brentlinger,  married  to 
Lucy  Shaw. 

1— 6  Alvin  Brentlinger,  married 

Daisy  Martin. 

1— 7  Herbert  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Bernice  Staley. 

1— 8  Liicile  Maxine  Brentlinger. 

2— 8  Herbert  Brentlinger,  Jr. 

3— 8  Alma  Marie  Brentlinger. 

2— 7  Dwight  William  Brentlinger,  married  to 

(first)  Mary  Rhinehart  and 
(second)  Flossie  Rupert. 

3— 7  Carson  Cletus  Brentlinger. 

4— 7  Elizabeth  Ellen  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Roy  Laman. 

1—8  Donelda  Mae  Laman  (b.  July  3, 
1927). 

2— 6  Herman  Andrew  Brentlinger  (b.  1877,  d.  18  79). 

3— 6  Clarence  William  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Jennie  Howell. 

1—7  Howard  Abram  Brentlinger,  married  to 
Myrtle  McColm. 

1— 8  Virginia  Pauline  Brentlinger  (b. 

1919). 

2— 8  Abram  Ellis  Brentlinger  (b.  1921). 

3— 8  Marjorie  Ellen  Brentlinger  (b. 

1924). 

4— 8  Mary  Margaret  Brentlinger  (b. 

1927). 

4— 6  Ada  Gustava  Brentlinger  (b.  1883),  married  to 

William  E.  Carter. 

1— 7  Charles  Abram  Carter  (b.  1907). 

2— 7  Lucy  Louise  Carter  (b.  19  09,  lived  3  mo.). 

3— 7  Margaret  Ester  Carter  (b.  1911). 

4— 7  Mary  Meltha  Carter  (b.  1913). 

5— 7  Martha  Ellen  Carter  (b.  1916). 

6— 7  William  Edward  Carter,  Jr.  (b.  1919) 

7— 7  Mathew  Neal  Carter  (b.  19  23). 

8— 7  Royal  Victor  Carter  (b.  19  26). 
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5—6  Waldo  Dee  Brentlinger  (b.  1886),  married  to 
Margaret  Stinebaiigli. 

1—7  Albert  Eugene  Brentlinger  (b.  1907). 

2— 5  Charles  Augustus  Brentlinger  (b.  1851,  d.  1910),  married  to 

Mrs.  Eliza  Sillin  Holtzapple. 

3— 5  Samuel  Brentlinger  (died  in  infancy). 

4— 5  Levi  James  Brentlinger  (b.  1855,  d.  1925),  married  to 

Sarah  Golden. 

1— 6  Thomas  Brentlinger  (lived  2  years). 

2— 6  Charles  Elmer  Brentlinger  (b.  1883). 

3— 6  Harley  Brentlinger  (lived  2  years). 

4— 6  Virgil  Ray  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Ethel  Butterfield. 

1— 7  James  Brentlinger. 

2— 7  Robert  Brentlinger. 

3— 7  .  Brentlinger. 

5— 5  Sarah  Elizabeth  Brentlinger,  married  to 

John  M.  Shaw. 

1— 6  Lawrence  Shaw,  married  to 

Ella  Beeler. 

1— 7  Franklin  Shaw. 

2— 7  Flossie  Shaw,  married  to 

Harold  Rimer. 

1— 8  Robert  Rimer. 

2— 8  Dorothy  Rimer. 

3— 7  Gladys  Shaw. 

4— 7  Harold  Shaw. 

5— 7  Hellen  Shaw. 

6— 7  Edith  Shaw. 

7— 7  Nellie  Shaw. 

8— 7  Robert  Shaw. 

2— 6  Harvey  Shaw,  married  to 

Fannie  Miller. 

1— 7  Lola  Shaw. 

2— 7  Ora  Shaw. 

3— 6  Homer  Shaw,  married  to 

Hazel  Severns. 

1— 7  Evelyn  Shaw. 

2— 7  Ralph  Shaw. 
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4—6  Roy  Shaw,  married  to 
Blanch  Miller. 

1— 7  Milo  Shaw. 

2— 7  Myron  Shaw. 

3— 7  Cloe  Shaw. 

6— 5  William  Thomas  Brentlinger  (infancy). 

7— 5  Andrew  (known  as  Thomas)  Brentlinger,  married  to 

Oral  Gierhart. 

1—6  Irvil  C.  Brentlinger. 

8— 5  John  Henry  Brentlinger  (infancy). 

6—4  Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  (b.  1818,  d.  1887),  married  to 
(first)  Ruth  Wyatt  and 
(second)  Ann  Eliza  Polhamus. 

1—5  Cordelia  Jane  Brentlinger  (b.  1845,  d.  1922),  married  to 
John  Henry  Beeson  (b.  1842,  d.  1915). 

1—6  Maggie  Bell  Beeson  (b.  18  66),  married  to 
Henry  Webb  Flatter. 

1— 7  Claud  M.  Flatter  (b.  1890),  married  to 

Ethel  Hoover. 

1— 8  Martha  June  Flatter  (b.  1917). 

2— 8  Clarence  M.  Flatter  (b.  19  24). 

2— 7  Henry  Everett  Flatter  (b.  1893),  married 

to  Myrtle  Shoup. 

1— 8  Miriam  Elizabeth  Flatter  (b. 

1917). 

2— 8  Ellen  Eline  Flatter  (b.  1921). 

3— 7  Emma  Luella  Flatter  (b.  1895),  married 

to  Elbert  Potts. 

4— 7  Della  May  Flatter  (b.  1898),  married  to 

Emerson  Rudy. 

1— 8  Loucille  Rudy  (b.  1919). 

2— 8  Ralph  Emerson  Rudy  (b.  1920). 

3— 8  Ellis  Rudy  (b.  1921). 

4— 8  Roy  William  Rudy  (b.  1924). 

5— 8  Lee  Edward  Rudy  (b.  19  27). 

5— 7  Lewis  Franklin  Flatter  (b.  1900),  mar¬ 

ried  to  Margaret  Sneddon. 

1—8  Margaret  Vern  Flatter  (b.  1926). 

6— 7  Ruth  Louise  Flatter  (b.  1903),  married  to 

Raymond  Shoup. 

1—8  Rodger  William  Shoup  (b.  1927). 
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2— 6  Cora  Elizabeth  Beeson  (b.  1868  ),  married  to 

Charles  H.  Wells. 

1— 7  Ralph  William  Wells  (b.  1892),  married  to 

Evelyn  B.  Whitmer. 

1- 8  Virginia  Jnanitia  Wells  (b.  1914). 

2- 8  Carl  Franklin  Wells  (b.  1916). 

3- 8  Harold  Wells  (b.  1919,  d.  19  20). 

4- 8  Ralph  William  Wells,  Jr.  (b.  19  22). 

2— 7  John  Rowland  Wells  (b.  1897),  married  to 

Nettie  Lehman. 

1—8  Donn  Wells  (b.  19  21). 

3— 7  Dorothy  Mabel  Wells  (b.  1906). 

3— 6  Caroline  Priscilla  Beeson  (b.  18  70),  married  to 

Korah  J.  Sunderland. 

1— 7  Ethel  Marie  Sunderland  (b.  1892,  d.  1924),  married  to 

Henry  S.  Weeks. 

1— 8  Evelyn  Fern  Weeks  (b.  1913). 

2— 8  Myron  S.  Weeks  (b.  1916). 

3— 8  Phyllis  Christine  Weeks  (b.  1923  ). 

2— 7  Walter  Ray  Sunderland  (b.  1893),  married  to 

Helen  Irene  Brown. 

3— 7  Russell  Lowell  Sunderland  (b.  1896  ),  married  to 

Mabel  E.  Madden. 

1—8  Russell  Eugene  Sunderland  (b.  1926). 

4— 6  Nellie  Victoria  Beeson  (b.  1872),  married  to 

Frank  Booher. 

1— 7  Esther  Florence  Booher  (b.  1895  ),  married  to 

August  Tron. 

1—8  Dorothy  Beatrice  Tron. 

2— 7  Lena  Cordelia  Booher  (b.  1897  ),  married  to 

(first)  Clarence  Pumphrey  (d.  1916),  and 
(second)  George  B.  French. 

1— 8  Helen  Margaret  Pumphry  (b.  1916). 

2— 8  Mildred  Adore  French. 

3— 8  James  Wallace  French. 

3— 7  Dorothy  H.  Booher  (b.  1906  ),  married  to 

Ralph  E.  Dinsmore. 

1—8  Kenneth  Richard  Dinsmore. 

4— 7  Howard  Emerson  Booher  (b.  1898),  married  to 

Treva  Cost. 

5— 7  Robert  Franklin  Booher  (b.  1912). 
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5— 6  John  Howard  Beeson  (b.  1874),  married  to 

Birdie  Bell  Brenner. 

1— 7  Beatrice  Iro  Beeson  (b.  190  7,  d.  1911). 

2— 7  Lillie  Madaline  Beeson  (b.  1917). 

3— 7  Warren  Lee  Beeson  (b.  19  21). 

6— 6  Emma  Florence  Beeson  (b.  1876),  married  to 

PYank  E.  Kelley. 

1—7  Howard  Emerson  Kelley  (b.  1898),  married  to 
Lizzie  Pouts. 

1—8  Leavah  Eileen  Kelley  (b.  1927). 

7— 6  Frank  Andrew  Beeson  (b.  18  79),  married  to 

Theresa  M.  Kastner  (b.  1887). 

1— 7  Caroline  M.  Beeson  (b.  1912). 

2— 7  Margaret  T.  Beeson  (b.  1914). 

3— 7  Francis  John  Beeson  (b.  1915). 

4— 7  Edward  Ambrose  Beeson  (b.  1916). 

5— 7  Pauline  Louise  Beeson  (b.  1918). 

6— 7  Vincent  A.  Beeson  (b.  1919). 

7— 7  Julia  Ann  Beeson  (b.  19  21). 

8— 7  Roscoe  J.  Beeson  (b.  1923). 

9— 7  Elizabeth  June  Beeson  (b.  19  26  ). 

8— 6  Elmer  Garfield  Beeson  (b.  1882),  married  to 

(first)  Vivian  Stoner  and  to 
(second)  Mattie  Balms. 

1— 7  Cordelia  Janetta  Beeson  (b.  1909). 

2— 7  Nellie  Alice  Beeson  (b.  1912). 

3— 7  Audrey  Faye  Beeson  (b.  1919). 

4— 7  Arthur  Andrew  Beeson  (b.  19  21). 

9— 6  Clifford  Winifred  Beeson  (b.  1885,  d.  1889  ). 

2—5  Mary  Elizabeth  Brentlinger  (b.  18  46),  married  to 
Andrew  D.  Erisman  (b.  18  44,  d.  19  08). 

1— 6  Andrew  Brentlinger  Erisman  (b.  1871),  married  to 

Minnie  May  Painter  (b.  18  75). 

1— 7  Vinita  L.  Erisman  (b.  1896),  married  to 

Clayton  Watts  (b.  1890). 

1—8  Harold  Erisman  Watts  (b.  1920). 

2— 7  Floyd  Raymond  Erisman  (b.  1905). 

2- 6  Christian  Wilson  Erisman  (b.  18  72),  married  to 

Margaret  Janetta  Stauffer  (b.  18  78). 

1— 7  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman  (b.  1901),  married  to 

Frank  Caldwell  (b.  1896). 

1—8  Christian  William  Caldwell  (b.  19  25  ). 

2— 7  Lowell  Christian  Erisman  (b.  19  05). 
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3— 6  William  Sherman  Erismaii  (b.  18  74). 

4— 6  Ida  Bell  Erisman  (b.  18  77),  married  to 

Jesse  Counsel  Painter  (b.  18  78). 

1—7  Ralph  Forrest  Painter  (b.  1896),  married  to 
Agnes  Atkin  (b.  1901). 

2—7  Olea  Frances  Painter  (b.  1900),  married  to 
Frederick  Kohler  (b.  1899). 

1—8  Helen  Elizabeth  Kohler  (b.  1920). 

5— 6  Emma  May  Erisman  (b.  1878). 

6— 6  Lillie  Dale  Erisman  (b.  1881),  married  to 

George  F.  Leiheimer  (b.  1885). 

1— 7  George  Paul  Leiheimer  (b.  19111. 

2— 7  Elizabeth  Louise  Leiheimer  (b.  1912) 

3— 7  William  Howard  Leiheimer  (b.  1914). 

4— 7  Frances  Helen  Leiheimer  (b.  1915). 

5— 7  Edna  Irene  Leiheimer  (b.  1917). 

6— 7  Norma  Kathrin  Leiheimer  (b.  19  21). 

7— 6  Sallie  Jane  Erisman  (b.  18  83),  married  to 

Bert  Warren  Miller  (b.  1881). 

1— 7  Andrew  Elwood  Miller  (b.  1906,  d.  1923). 

2— 7  Gladys  Louise  Miller  (b.  1907). 

3— 7  Lawrence  Reavis  Miller  (b.  1910). 

4- 7  Ruth  Amy  Miller  (b.  1915). 

5- 7  Emma  Opal  Miller  (b.  1917). 

6- 7  Bertye  Violet  Miller  (b.  1919). 

8— 6  Frank  Erisman  (b.  18  85),  married  to 

Erma  Irene  Holbrook  (b.  18  90). 

1— 7  Harold  Calvin  Erisman  (b.  1918). 

2— 7  *Paul  Eugene  Erisman  (b.  1920,  d.  1920). 

3— 7  *  Paulina  Irene  Erisman  (b.  1920). 

(*  Twins.) 

4— 7  Mildred  Ophelia  Erisman  (b.  1922). 

(Children  by  the  second  marriage): 

3— 5  xJohn  Brentlinger. 

4— 5  xMartha  Brentlinger. 

(xDied  in  infancy.) 
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5—5  Thomas  Jefferson  Brentlinger  (b.  1849),  married  to 
(first)  Jane  Yount  (d.  1893),  and 
(second)  Mrs.  Harriet  Gv/inn. 

1— 6  Howard  Grant  Brentlinger  (b.  18  74),  married  to 

Georgia  C.  Berger. 

1— 7  Dorothy  Louise  Brentlinger  (b.  1896). 

2— 7  Edward  Howard  Brentlinger  (b.  1898),  married 

to  Clara  Schurn. 

1-8  Howard  Ernest  Brentlinger  (b.  19  24). 

3— 7  Harry  James  Brentlinger  (b.  19  00). 

4— 7  Ralph  Fisher  Brentlinger  (b.  1904). 

5— 7  Frances  Marie  Brentlinger  (b.  1915). 

2— 6  Alice  Grace  Brentlinger  (b.  18  74),  married  to 

Cyrus  Ridenour. 

1— 7  Mary  Grace  Ridenour  (b.  1897),  married  to 

Stanley  M.  Cronbaugh. 

1— 8  Donald  Cronbaugh. 

2— 8  Wayne  Cronbaugh. 

2— 7  Nellie  Elizabeth  Ridenour  (b.  1898,  d.  1923). 

3— 7  Carrie  Viola  Ridenour  (b.  1900),  married  to 

Hill  Cameron. 

1— 8  Marjorie  Elizabeth  Cameron. 

2— 8  James  Russell  Cameron. 

4— 7  Cyrus  Charles  Ridenour  (b.  19  02). 

5— 7  Thomas  Calvin  Ridenour  (b.  1905). 

6— 7  Alice  Janet  Ridenour  (b.  1907). 

7— 7  Ruth  Angeline  Ridenour  (b.  1910). 

8— 7  James  Emerson  Ridenour  (b.  1914). 

9— 7  Gayle  Mardell  Ridenour  (b.  1916,  d.  1918). 

3— 6  William  Harry  Brentlinger  (b.  18  78),  married  to 

Frieda  Elizabeth  Stolk  (d.  1919). 

1— 7  Mildred  Leona  Brentlinger  (b.  1904). 

2— 7  Harriet  Betty  Brentlinger  (b.  1910). 

3— 7  George  William  Brentlinger  (b.  1913). 

4— 6  Frances  Angeline  Brentlinger  (b.  1879),  married  to 

William  T.  Snedden. 

1—7  (Infant  child  died.) 
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6—5  Caroline  Louisa  Brentlinger  (b.  18  51),  married  to 
John  B.  Patton. 

1— 6  William  B.  Patton  (b.  1872,  d.  1925),  married  to 

Catherine  Green. 

1— 7  Helen  G.  "Patton  (b.  1900),  married  to 

Harold  J.  Norton. 

1—8  Patricia  Ann  Norton  (b.  19  27). 

2— 7  Dorothy  Bell  Patton  (b.  1903  ). 

3— 7  John  Stuart  Patton  (b.  1908). 

4— 7  William  B.  Patton,  Jr.  (b.  1917). 

2— 6  Anna  E.  Patton  (b.  1874),  married  to 

Shellabarger  G.  Kiefer. 

1— 7  Harry  S.  Kiefer  (died  in  infancy). 

2— 7  Louise  Keifer  (b.  1900  ),  married  to 

Edward  Mark  Bush. 

3— 7  John  Donnel  Kiefer  (b.  1903). 

4— 7  Edmund  Kiefer  (b.  1910). 

5— 7  Eugene  Kiefer  (b.  1913). 

3— 6  Harry  Patton  (b.  18  75,  died  in  infancy). 

4— 6  Laura  E.  Patton  (b.  18  77,  died  in  infancy). 

5— 6  Lottie  Patton  (b.  18  78),  married  to 

Albert  L.  Lefevre. 

1— 7  Christine  Lefevre  (b.  19  06  ). 

2— 7  John  D.  Lefevre  (b.  1911). 

6— 6  John  B.  Patton,  Jr.  (b.  1879  ),  married  to 

Mable  Hupman. 

1— 7  Eldon  H.  Patton  (b.  19  03  ),  married  to 

Martha  Davis. 

2— 7  Mildred  J.  Patton  (b.  1906). 

3— 7  James  M.  Patton  (b.  19  09  ). 

4— 7  Alice  Caroline  Patton  (b.  1911). 

5— 7  Robert  J.  Patton  (b.  1912). 

6— 7  John  B.  Patton,  Jr.  H.  (b.  1919) 

7— 6  Elizabeth  C.  Patton  (b.  1880,  d.  1894). 

8— 6  Jeannette  F.  Patton  (b.  1883  ). 

9— 6  Andrew  M.  Patton  (b.  1884,  d.  1885). 

10— 6  Walter  Crook  Patton  (b.  1886),  married  to 

Elinor  Tressler. 

1— 7  Elinor  Ann  Patton  (b.  19  21). 

2— 7  Richard  T.  Patton  (b.  19  23). 

11— 6  Alice  Naomi  Patton  (b.  1887,  d.  1914),  married  to 

Glenn  A.  McMahon. 
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12— 6  Maud  E.  Patton  (b.  1889),  married  to 

Millard  E.  Metcalf. 

1— 7  Chester  S.  Metcalf  (b.  1908). 

2— 7  Howard  Ellsworth  Metcalf  (b.  1911). 

3— 7  Ruth  Caroline  Metcalf  (b.  1'9  25). 

13— 6  Helen  N.  Patton  (b.  1891),  married  to 

Phillip  L.  Agle. 

1— 7  Nancy  Jane  Agle  (b.  1924). 

2— 7  Martha  Lee  Agle  (b.  19  26). 

14— 6  Glenna  Ruth  Patton  (b.  1892). 

7—5  William  Wesley  Brentlinger  (b.  1853  ),  married  to 
Martha  Ensley. 

1— 6  James  Franklin  Brentlinger  (b.  1877),  married  to 

Lottie  Beck. 

1— 7  Helen  Louella  Brentlinger  fb.  19  08). 

2— 7  Kenneth  Ensley  Brentlinger  (b.  1912). 

2— 6  Ira  Andrew  Brentlinger  (b.  18  78),  married  to 

Anna  Fidelia  Hartman. 

1— 7  Martha  Leota  Brentlinger  (b.  1908). 

2— 7  John  Willard  Brentlinger  (b.  1914). 

3— 6  Joheph  Bert  Brentlinger  (b.  1879  ),  married  to 

Wincy  Owens. 

1—7  Robert  Owens  Brentlinger  (b.  1910). 

4— 6  Arthur  Brentlinger  (b.  1881),  married  to 

Welthy  O.  Smith. 

1— 7  William  Edward  Brentlinger  (b.  19  25,  died  in 

infancy). 

2— 7  Paul  Smith  Brentlinger  (b.  19  27). 

5— 6  Anna  Ensley  Brentlinger  (b.  1883  ). 

6— 6  Mamie  Brentlinger  (b.  1885). 

7— 6  Wilbur  Howard  Brentlinger  (b.  1888),  married  to 

Mary  Elizabeth  Wampler. 

1— 7  Norman  Edward  Brentlinger  (b.  1919). 

2— 7  Mary  Elizabeth  Brentlinger  (b.  1925,  d.  1926). 

8— 6  Charles  Brentlinger  (b.  1891),  married  to 

Dora  Ethel  Class. 

1—7  Bonnie  Alice  Brentlinger  (b.  19  24). 

9— 6  Elizabeth  Nell  Brentlinger  (b.  1893  ),  married  to 

Ray  Hohler. 

1— 7  Donald  William  Hohler  (b.  19  22). 

2— 7  Ruth  Elizabeth  Hohler  (b.  1924). 

3— 7  Richard  Howard  Hohler  (b.  1925). 
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8—5  Alice  Naomi  Brentlinger  (b.  1856,  d.  1881),  married  to 
Winfield  Scott  Sunderland. 

1—6  Walter  Ellis  Sunderland  (b.  1875),  married  to 
Estelle  Harbison. 


1— 7  James  Robert  Sunderland  (b.  19  06),  married  to 

Constance  Virginia  Tobias. 

1—8  James  Walter  Sunderland  (b.  19  27). 

2— 7  John  Walter  Sunderland  (b.  1913). 

3— 7  Herbert  Spencer  Sunderland  (b.  19  20). 

2-6  Mary  Gertrude  Sunderland  (b.  18  76,  d.  1878). 

9—5  Eliza  Ann  Brentlinger  (b.  18  59),  married  to 
Henry  William  Boolier. 

1- 6  Warren  H.  Boolier  (b.  1882),  married  to 

Anna  Stewart  Learning. 

2- 6  Elinor  E.  Boolier  (b.  1891). 

3- 6  Henry  W.  Boolier  (b.  1896). 

4- 6  Lelia  E.  Boolier  (b.  1898). 


5- 6  Walter  B.  Boolier  (b.  1900). 

6— 6  Edwin  E.  Boolier  (b.  1903). 


10—5  Ellsworth  Brentlinger  (b.  1862),  married  to 
Carrie  Ophelia  Kunkle. 

1— 6  Anna  Marie  Brentlinger  (b.  1892),  married  to 

George  G.  Johnson. 

1—7  Richard  Morris  Johnson  (b.  1915). 

2— 6  Albert  Henry  Brentlinger  (b.  1894),  married  to 

Flora  Emily  Cratty. 

1— 7  Albert  Henry  Brentlinger  (b.  1916). 

2— 7  Helen  Corein  Brentlinger  (b.  1918). 

3— 6  Herbert  Aloise  Brentlinger  (b.  1898),  married  to 

Irene  Weeks. 

1—7  Doris  Jeane  Brentlinger  (b.  1924,  d.  1924). 


2—7  John  Weeks  Brentlinger  (b.  1926). 

4—6  Mildred  Elizabeth  Brentlinger  (b.  1913). 

11—5  Laura  Frances  Brentlinger  (b.  1865),  married  to 
William  Samuel  Wells. 


1— 6  Mildred  Irene  Wells  (b.  1893,  d.  1918),  married  to 

Russell  Senger. 

1—7  Robert  Horace  Senger  (b.  1918). 

2- 6  Louis  A.  Wells  (b.  1898). 
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12—5  Howard  Grant  Breiitliiiger  (b.  1868),  married  to 
Clara  Rosina  Boiidinet. 

1— 6  Howard  Roscoe  Brentlinger  (b.  1895),  married 

to  Alice  Elizabeth  Ressler. 

1—7  Howard  Roscoe  Brentlinger,  Jr.  (b.  19  27). 

2— 6  Willard  Hughes  Brentlinger  (b.  1900). 
Descendants  of  the  Second  Marriage  of 

John  Brentlinger  to  Ibarilla  Howell. 

7—4  Elizabeth  Brentlinger,  married  to 
(first)  Charles  Dodson  and 
(second)  to  John  Dickson. 

1— 5  Sophia  Dodson,  married  to 

Shelby  Edmiston. 

2— 5”  Ella  Dodson,  married  to 

Mortimer  Layton. 

3— 5  Charles  Dickson,  married  to 

Amelia  Haruff. 

4— 5  Alice  Dickson,  married  to 

Jacob  Burden. 

5— 5  George  S.  Dickson  (b.  Feb.  2,  1869),  married  to 

Zella  M.  South  (b.  Feb.  11,  1874). 

1— 6  Lee  Raymond  Dickson  (b.  Jan.  14,  1891,  d.  Aug. 

10,  1891). 

2— 6  George  Dickson  (b.  Jan.  23,  1892),  married  to 

Miss  Kepple. 

1— 7  Dorothy  Irene  Dickson. 

2— 7  Gerald  Eugene  Dickson. 

3— 6  Blanche  Irene  Dickson  (b.  Mar.  14,  189  4,  d.  Jan. 

11,  19  23),  married  to  Carl  Kinstle  (reside  at 
Wapakoneta,  Ohio). 

1— 7  Violet  Cecelia  Kinstle. 

2— 7  Kathryn  Lorea  Kinstle. 

3— 7  Herbert  Windlin  Kinstle. 

4— 7  Carl  Lewis  Kinstle,  Jr. 

4— 6  Clara  Elizabeth  Dickson  (b.  Apr.  30,  1897), 

married  to  Howard  Penny. 

1— 7  Lahoma  Mae  Penny. 

2— 7  Joe  Howard  Penny  (residing  at  Yuma, 

Ariz) . 
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0-6  Grace  Marie  Dickson  (b.  Sept.  1898,  d.  Apr.  2, 
1919),  married  to  Earl  Lanning  (reside  at 
Toledo,  O.). 

1— 7  Harold  Robert  Lanning. 

2— 7  Mary  Jane  Lanning. 

6— 6  Cora  May  Dickson  (b.  Oct.  14,  19  00),  married  to 

Edwin  Wertz  (Wapakoneta,  O.). 

1— 7  Edwin  George  Frederick  Wertz,  Jr. 

2— 7  Charles  Robert  Wertz. 

3— 7  Donald  Gene  Wertz. 

7— 6  John  Ralph  Dickson  (b.  Dec.  1,  1903  ),  Wau- 

seon,  Ohio. 

8— 6  Robert  Everet  Dickson  (b.  May  2  8,  1905  ), 

Wauseon,  Ohio. 

9— 6  Victor  William  Dickson  (b.  Mar.  28,  19  0  7,  d. 

Sept.  3,  1907  ). 

10— 6  Violet  Evelyn  Dickson  (b.  Mar.  25,  1908  ),  mar¬ 

ried  to  George  Walls. 

1—7  Mary  Martha  Walls. 

11— 6  Mildred  Jane  Dickson  (b.  Oct.  12,  1910). 

12— 6  Woodrow  Wilson  Dickson  (b.  Sept.  19,  1912). 

13— 6  Hazel  Maxine  Dickson  (b.  Mar.  27,  1914). 

14— 6  Lucile  Jeanette  Dickson  (b.  July  17,  1915). 

6—5  Ida  Dickson,  married  to 

Albert  Ridenour. 

S-4  Louisa  Jane  Brentlinger,  married  to 
Elias  Stiles. 

1— 5  Jonathan  Stiles. 

2— 5  Samuel  Stiles,  married  to 

Alice  Spee-se. 

3— 5  William  Stiles,  married  to 

Mollie  Harrod. 

4— 5  Sarah  Olive  Stiles,  married  to 

George  Focht. 

9—4  Silas  Brentlinger,  married  to 
Mary  Ream. 

10— 4  Maria  Brentlinger,  married  to 

George  Carr. 

11— 4  John  Brentlinger  (died  in  Civil  War  Service,  aged  21). 

12— 4  Harriet  Brentlinger,  married  to 

(first)  Aloram  Gardner  and  to 
(second)  J.  W.  Harrold. 

13— 4  Levi  Brentlinger,  married  to 

(first)  Sarah  Heffner  and 

(second)  Pearl  (.... . ).  (Resides  at  Sheridan,  Mich.  Still 

living,  19  27  ). 
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Maryland  the  Starting  Point  in  America 

'  The  “Maryland  Records/’  prepared  by  G.  M.  Brum¬ 
baugh,  M.  D.,  of  905  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  in  1915,  a  copy  of  which  book  is  in  the  Dayton 
Public  Library,  shows  that,  in  the  year  1776  the  census 
of  Frederick  County,  Elizabeth  Hundred  (a  division  of  the 
county  corresponding  to  a  township),  Maryland,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  bearing  the  name  of  “Brendlinger”  resided 
in  that  county : 

Conrad  Brendlinger,  aged  48 

Mary  Brendlinger,  aged  42. 

Rosina  Brendlinger,  aged  18. 

Sarah  Brendlinger,  aged  15. 

Christiana  Brendlinger,  aged  13 

George  Brendlinger,  aged  11. 

Andrew  Brendlinger,  aged  8 

Elizabeth  Brendlinger,  aged  5. 

The  records  in  Dr.  Brumbaugh’s  volume  which  contains 
these  names,  consist  of  photographic  prints  in  fac  simile 
of  the  hand  writing  in  which  this  census  was  originally 
recorded. 

Since  both  tradition  and  the  records  show  that  the 
Brentlinger  family  had  its  beginning  in  this  country  in 
the  state  of  Maryland  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the 
George  Brendlinger  here  recorded  (although  a  slight  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  spelling  of  the  name)  is  the  same  person 
whose  biographical  sketch  follows,  and  that  the  other 
names  are  those  of  his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters. 
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Genealogy  and  Biography 


There  is  no  biographical  record  in  Dr.  Brumbaugh’s  “Mary¬ 
land  Records”  regarding  this  Brendlinger  group,  but  the 
ages  recorded  would  clearly  indicate  that  Conrad  and  Mary 
were  the  father  and  mother  and  that  Rosina,  Sarah,  Chris¬ 
tiana  and  Elizabeth  were  their  daughters,  and  that  George 
and  Andrew  were  their  sons. 

The  fact  that  most  of  these  Christian  names  are  carried 
down  to  the  children  of  succeeding  generations,  as  though 
they  held  sacred  memories,  is  added  evidence  that  this 
family  is  the  root  of  the  same  family  tree  of  Brentlingers 
which  this  biography  records.  Thus  we  trace  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  our  recorded  family  history  back  to  the  very  same 
year  as  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

GEORGE  BRENTLINGER 

George  Brentlinger,  born  in  1765,  in  Frederick  County, 
Maryland,  seems  to  have  been  the  first  of  this  family  to 
cross  the  border  line  of  Ohio  and  wend  his  way  westward 
from  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  which  place 
he  came  from  Maryland.  The  journey  to  Ohio  was  made 
in  1811  at  the  age  of  46  years,  when  the  difficulties  en¬ 
countered  in  emigration  were  at  their  highest.  His  ob¬ 
jective  point  in  Ohio  was  the  now  beautiful  and  fertile 
valley  of  the  Scioto  River,  in  Pickaway  County.  Circle- 
ville,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  this  county,  was  also  the 
home,  many  centuries  ago,  of  the  Mound  Builders,  and  it 
is  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  same  natural  advan¬ 
tages  and  resources  which  brought  this  prehistoric  race 
to  this  spot,  also  attracted  the  pioneer  settlers  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  of  whom  George  Brentlinger  was  one  of  the  earli¬ 
est.  The  entire  journey  was  made  on  horseback  with  pack 
saddles  as  the  means  of  carrying  all  personal  effects. 

With  him  on  this  journey  were  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Catharine  Tritchy,  and  their  several  children. 
Four  boys  and  two  girls  blessed  this  marriage  union.  The 


The  BrentUnger  Family 


25 


names  of  these  children  were  John,  George,  Daniel,  An¬ 
drew,  Nancy  and  Susan. 

The  occupation  of  George  Brentlinger  was  farming.  In 
fact,  in  these  early  days  of  primitive  settlement,  there 
was  little  else  to  do  than  to  prepare  the  land  by  clearing 
it  of  timber  and  growing  from  the  new  and  fertile  soil 
those  prime  necessities  for  human  existence.  These  six 
children  required  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  and  while  the 
father  was  primarily  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  he  also  had  to  build 
a  house  out  of  the  logs  which  the  forests  so  abundantly 
provided,  and  to  manufacture  the  family  clothing  from  the 
raw  wool  which  first  clothed  the  sheep. 

Hard  work  made  George  and  Catharine  Brentlinger  suc¬ 
cessful  in  their  new  location.  But  with  their  material  suc¬ 
cess  they  did  not  neglect  their  neighborly  duties,  for  they 
were  people  of  high  standing  in  their  community.  Nor 
did  they  neglect  their  spiritual  duties.  Early  in  life  they 
united  with  the  Lutheran  church  and  continued  as  active 
members  of  that  denomination  as  long  as  they  lived. 
Their  remains  are  interred  in  a  small  grave  yard  near  Ash- 
ville,  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  where  a  small  marble  slab 
marks  the  spot  of  their  final  resting  place.  It  is  stated 
in  the  obituary  of  Mahlon  Brentlinger,  his  grandchild,  that 
the  grandfather  lived  to  the  age  of  102  years. 

JOHN  BRENTLINGER 

John  Brentlinger  was  the  eldest  son  of  George  and  Cath¬ 
arine  (Tritchy)  Brentlinger.  He  was  born  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1795,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  in  1811.  Being  the  son 
of  a  pioneer  farmer,  John  Brentlinger  was  compelled  to 
share  with  his  father  in  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He 
helped  hew  the  logs  with  which  to  build  the  house  in  which 
he  and  his  three  brothers  and  two  sisters  lived,  together 
with  their  parents.  He  grew  to  mature  manhood  and 
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found  himself  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  duties  and 
tasks  of  the  farm,  so  he  engaged  in  commercial  or  trans¬ 
portation  work.  .The  products  of  Ohio  were  needed  in  the 
South,  so  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  a  raftsman  operat¬ 
ing  on  the  Muskingum,  Scioto,  Ohio,  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  Rafts  were  built,  goods  were  purchased,  loaded  on 
the  rafts  and  floated  as  far  as  New  Orleans  and  there 
sold.  It  was  impossible  to  float  the  rafts  up  the  rivers,  so 
the  shippers  were  obliged  to  return  on  foot  to  the  point 
of  embarkation.  This,  again,  was  not  to  the  liking  of  John 
Brentlinger,  as  too  much  time  was  consumed  in  non-pro¬ 
ductive  effort.  So  he  gave  up  the  enterprise  of  trading  in 
New  Orleans,  sold  his  farms,  assembled  what  resources  he 
could  command  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio. 

John  Brentlinger  was  twice  married  and  was  the  father 
of  thirteen  children.  He  first  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hoover,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hopbines.  Miss 
Hopbines  had  first  married  Jacob  Hoover,  of  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio,  who  lived  but  three  years  thereafter,  and 
to  them  one  daughter,  Phoebe,  was  born,  who  married  Ja¬ 
cob  Propst.  She  died  in  the  year  1891  at  the  age  of  about 
84  years. 

It  was  six  years  after  the  death  of  Jacob  Hoover  that 
his  widow  was  married  to  John  Brentlinger.  To  this  union 
six  children  were  born  who  were  named  as  follows:  Susan, 
Andrew  Lee,  Lucindie,  William,  Sarah  and  Eliza. 

Susan  was  married  three  times ;  first  to  John  Stevenson, 
next  to  Samuel  Vores  and  last  to  Samuel  Strauser. 

Andrew  Lee  was  married  twice;  first  to  Ruth  Watt,  and 
afterward  to  Ann  Eliza  Polhamus. 

Lucindie  was  married  to  Aaron  Click. 

William  was  twice  married;  first  to  Marindie  Gardiner, 
afterward  to  Catharine  Mans. 

^  Sarah  married  Isaac  Compton. 


The  Brentlinger  Family 


27 


Eliza,  the  youngest,  was  married  twice;  first  to  Charles 
Dodson,  afterward  to  David  Moyer. 

All  of  these  children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Brentlinger 
are  now  deceased,  having  lived  to  be,  in  each  case,  of  quite 
old  age.  Sarah  Compton,  who  survived  all  the  others,  lived 
to  be  ninety-four  years  of  age.  Her  home,  at  the  time  of 
death,  was  in  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa. 

The  second  marriage  of  John  Brentlinger  was  to  Ibarilla 
Howell.  Her  Christian  name  is  an  unusual  one  and  its 
spelling  seems  doubtful.  But  carved  on  her  tombstone, 
standing  beside  that  of  her  husband  in  a  small  cemetery  in 
Allen  County,  Perry  Township,  Ohio,  the  spelling  is  as  here 
shown.  Her  name  was  abbreviated  in  usuage  to  “Rilla.’' 
To  this  union  were  born  seven  children  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  Louisa  Jane,  Silas,  Maria,  John,  Har¬ 
riet,  and  Levi. 

Elizabeth  was  married  twice ;  first  to  Charles  Dodson  and 
afterward  to  John  Dickson. 

Louisa  Jane  was  married  to  Elias  Stiles.  She  was  born 
November  13,  1833,  and  died  February  26,  1926  at  the  age 
of  ninety-two. 

Silas  was  married  to  Mary  Ream. 

Maria  was  married  to  George  Carr. 

John  Jr.  died  during  his  enlistment  in  the  Civil  War  and 
was  never  married.  He  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Harriet  was  married  twice;  first  to  Abraham  Gardner, 
afterward  to  J.  W.  Harold.  She  is  now  (1926)  living  at 
Wabash,  Indiana. 

Levi,  the  youngest  child  of  John  Brentlinger,  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Sarah  Heffner.  He  is  now  living  at  Sheridan,  Mich¬ 
igan. 

The  county  records  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  show  that 
John  Brentlinger  was  the  owner  of  three  farms  in  that 
county.  On  March  18,  1824,  he  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  in  Madison  Township,  Range  21,  Township  10,  Sec¬ 
tion  32,  Southeast  Quarter.  For  this  he  paid  $2.00  per 
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acre,  or  a  total  of  $200.00.  The  tax  duplicate  of  1828 
shows  this  land  was  appraised  at  $360.00  for  taxation. 

On  March  1,  1831,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  acres  in  Walnut  Township,  Range  21,  Township  9, 
Section  4,  Northwest  Quarter.  This  was  purchased  through 
the  administrator  of  an  estate  and  for  the  price  of  $6.00 
per  acre.  The  tax  duplicate  of  1832  shows  also  that  he 
owned  fifty  acres,  appraised  at  $184.00,  which  was  located 
in  the  same  quarter  section  as  the  one  hundred  acres 
above  mentioned. 

His  personal  property  listed  for  taxation  in  1828  con¬ 
sisted  of  two  horses  valued  at  $80.00  and  four  cattle  val¬ 
ued  at  $32.00.  The  taxes  on  this  personal  property 
amounted  to  61.6  cents. 

All  of  this  real  estate  was  sold  prior  to  the  removal  to 
Allen  County,  Ohio. 

It  was  in  1835  that  John  Brentlinger,  with  his  family, 
removed  from  Pickaway  County,  Ohio  to  what  was  at  that 
time  Allen  County,  Ohio.  But  Allen  County  has  since 
been  divided  and  the  location  of  this  new  home  is  now  in 
Auglaize  County.  The  exact  site  of  the  Brentlinger  home¬ 
stead  is  about  one  mile  east  of  the  St.  Johns  road  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Auglaize  River  Road.  The  original  house, 
built  of  hewn  logs,  is  no  longer  standing,  but  it  stood  about 
200  yards  south  of  the  banks  of  the  Auglaize.  It  w’as  here 
that  the  thirteen  children  of  John  Brentlinger  grew  to 
stalwart  manhood  and  womanhood;  here  that  they  shared 
in  the  development  of  a  new  country;  here  that  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  meager  fundamentals  of  an  education  which  had 
to  serve  them  through  life;  here  that  they  received  the 
moral  discipline  and  religious  training  which  proved  so 
valuable  to  them  individually,  to  the  stranger  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact  and  to  their  children  and  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  children. 
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Having  abandoned  the  pursuit  of  a  raftsman  and 
changed  his  location,  John  Brentlinger  again  took  up  farm¬ 
ing,  and  with  it  he  operated  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill  on 
the  river  bank.  A  dam  constructed  in  the  Auglaize  river 
stored  the  water  which  furnished  the  power  for  this  mill. 

Before  leaving  Pickaway  County,  John  Brentlinger  pur¬ 
chased  65.20  acres  from  the  federal  government  in  Allen 
County,  Ohio,  the  deed  having  been  issued  by  President 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  house  in  which  his  family  was  to 
move  had  been  erected,  but  was  not  completely  finished. 
The  family  took  possession  by  laying  hewn  clapboards 
on  the  joist  in  the  absence  of  the  completed  floors.  The 
first  meals  were  prepared  by  building  a  fire  between  the 
large  roots  of  a  beech  tree,  the  roots  affording  protection 
from  the  wind  and  forming  a  support  for  the  kettles  in 
which  the  meal  was  cooked.  During  the  preparation  of 
these  first  meals  hungry  wolves,  attracted  by  the  odors  of 
the  cooking,  barked  about  the  home. 

The  entrance  to  the  second  floor  of  this  house  was  made 
by  means  of  an  outside  ladder  and  the  roof  was  not  proof 
against  the  drifting  snow  which  spread  an  extra  but  chill¬ 
ing  sheet  over  the  bed. 

Honesty,  industry,  and  refinement  became  characteris¬ 
tic  of  the  matured  manhood  and  womanhood — the  offspring 
of  John  Brentlinger  and  his  life  mates.  Brotherly  ties 
held  the  members  of  this  family  in  close  bonds  of  mutual 
helpfulness  and  sympathy.  The  deep  regard  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  neighbors  and  of  their  fellow  men  made  them 
strong  characters,  highly  esteemed  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  lived. 

At  the  age  of  fifty-five,  the  father  of  this  large  and 
stalwart  family  of  children  was  stricken  with  an  illness 
which  proved  fatal.  He  was  engaged  in  making  repairs 
to  the  headgates  of  the  race  which  supplied  the  power  for 
the  sawmill.  The  exposure  thus  incurred,  developed  a  se¬ 
vere  cold  which  probably  culminated  in  pneumonia.  This 
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ended  his  useful  life  at  a  comparatively  early  age  and  his 
remains,  beside  those  of  his  wife,  Ibarilla,  are  interred  in 
a  neat  little  cemetery  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  grove,  in 
Perry  Township,  Allen  Count}^,  Ohio.  Neat  tombstones, 
properly  inscribed,  mark  their  final  resting  places.  (Dili¬ 
gent  search  has  failed  to  disclose  the  burial  spot  of  his 
first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hopbines.) 


ANDREW  LEE  BRENTLINGER 

Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  was  the  eldest  son  of  John 
Brentlinger  and  Elizabeth  Hopbines  Brentlinger.  He  was 
born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  near  Circleville,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Scioto  River.  John  Brentlinger  was  a 
struggling  pioneer  farmer  and  raftsman,  and  his  son,  An¬ 
drew,  as  a  mere  youth,  assisted  in  the  development  of  home 
conditions  and  the  support  of  the  growing  family  of  chil¬ 
dren.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  at  the  time  of  An¬ 
drew’s  birth,  on  October  4,  1818,  the  valley  of  the  Scioto 
River  was  just  beginning  to  take  on  the  elements  of  a  civil¬ 
ized  community.  Only  a  few  years  before  the  American 
Indians  had  made  it  their  prized  domain,  and  preceding 
them,  the  Mound  Builders  had  left  their  monuments  of 
earth  as  a  tribute  to  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  this  great 
valley. 

Here  Andrew  found  the  little  joys  of  childhood  and  the 
opportunities  and  necessities  for  early  work  such  as  a  boy 
can  do.  The  wild  game  of  the  forests  and  the  fishes  of  the 
river  constituted  a  source  of  sustenance  not  less  important 
than  the  products  of  the  field  and  dairy. 

An  incident  of  this  early  life,  illustrating  the  resource¬ 
fulness  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  bounties  of  nature,  is 
shown  in  the  following : 

One  evening  upon  Andrew’s  return  from  the  fields  in 
which  he  had  been  working,  he  was  informed  by  his  mother 
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that  the  winter’s  supply  of  pork  was  entirely  exhausted  and 
the  substantials  for  a  wholesome  and  invigorating  break¬ 
fast  were  doubtful.  Whereupon,  Andrew  took  his  father’s 
rifle  from  over  the  cabin  door,  affixed  a  lighted  candle  to 
the  front  of  his  hat  and  at  dusk  set  out  for  the  river.  He 
selected  a  point  where  he  knew  the  water  to  be  some  four 
feet  in  depth  and  there  waded  into  the  stream,  holding  the 
rifle  above  the  ripple  of  the  water.  Presently  a  deer  took 
himself  to  the  water  for  a  cooling  bath  and  to  escape  from 
the  mosquitoes.  Attracted  by  the  glitter  of  the  candle  on 
the  hat,  the  deer  does  not  observe  the  hunter,  and  ap¬ 
proaches  the  light  with  an  eager  curiosity  until  well  with¬ 
in  the  rifle’s  range.  Now  a  shot  from  the  rifle  brings  down 
the  prized  game  and  the  family  is  saved  the  privation  of 
an  empty  cupboard  by  the  presence  of  a  splendid  venison.  . 
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Another  incident  of  the  pioneer  life  is  related.  It  was  in 
early  winter  and  the  scattered  farmers  were  killing  their 
hogs  for  the  winter’s  meat.  Articles  of  furniture  were 
none  too  abundant  and  the  loan  of  a  table  for  use  on  butch¬ 
ering  day  was  not  uncommon;  so  Andrew  was  sent  to  the 
neighbors,  some  two  or  three  miles  away,  to  carry  home 
a  table  which  had  been  used  in  cutting  meat.  It  was  in 
the  twilight  of  the  evening  that  he  left  and  darkness  had 
overtaken  him  by  the  time  he  reached  the  neighbor’s  home. 
However,  he  placed  the  table  over  his  shoulder  and  started 
back  to  his  home.  He  had  gone  only  several  rods  when  the 
bark  of  a  wolf  some  distance  away  attracted  his  attention. 
He  thought  little  of  this  as  the  bark  of  the  wolf  at  night 
was  not  uncommon.  So  he  trudged  along  with  the  table, 
which  was  getting  apparently  some  heavier.  Presently  the 
wolf’s  bark  grew  closer,  and  not  only  the  bark  of  one,  but 
the  sounds  began  to  come  in  from  several  directions.  The 
keen  scent  of  the  wolves  had  detected  the  odor  of  fresh 
meat  on  the  table  and  their  appetites  made  them  bold. 
Andrew  was  cut  in  the  dark  forest  with  hungry  wolves  in 
every  direction.  He  became  alarmed.  What  was  he  to  do? 
He  suddenly  remembered  his  large  and  faithful  dog  at 
home.  Now  if  he  could  only  give  this  dog  the  alarm  he 
might  be  safe.  So  he  whistled  as  loudly  as  he  could.  The 
wolves  listened  and  presently  barked  some  more.  Andrew 
whistled  again,  doing  his  best  to  make  the  sound  penetrate 
the  darkness  and  reach  his  dog  some  half-mile  away.  He 
stood  and  whistled  and  called  and  waited.  Presently  a 
rustle  in  the  bushes,— -and  the  bounding  of  the  large  dog 
landed  by  his  master’s  side.  The  call  for  help  had  reached 
the  faithful  animal  and  his  presence  changed  the  bravery 
of  the  wolves  into  cowardice  and  they  quickly  dispersed. 
Andrew  was  always  afterward,  an  admirer  of  a  fine  large 
dog  and  never  wanted  to  be  without  such  a  faithful  servant 
and  companion. 
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The  education  of  the  farm  youth  of  one  hundred  years 
ago,  was  acquired  during  the  few  winter  months  when  work 
on  the  farm  or  in  the  timber  was  prevented  by  the  extreme 
weather  conditions.  So  Andrew  attended  school  in  a  log 
school-house  which  was  fitted  with  greased  paper  instead 
of  glass  for  window  panes.  While  his  schooling  was  meager, 
he  readily  learned  the  fundamentals  of  the  three  R’s  and 
thus  acquired  the  education  which  served  him  throughout 
life.  But  the  greater  school  of  observation  and  experience 
proved  more  useful  to  him  and  step  by  step  prepared  him 
for  more  important  tasks  of  life. 

While  his  father  was  engaged  in  shipping  by  raft  down 
the  Scioto  or  Muskingum  Rivers,  then  down  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers,  Andrew,  still  a  mere  youth,  would  ac¬ 
company  and  assist  him  as  far  as  the  city  of  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  then  return  to  look  after  the  farm  while  his  father 
completed  the  trip. 

When  Andrew  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  his 
father  deemed  a  location  in  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  more 
suitable,  so  with  his  famly  he  removed  to  a  farm  on  the 
Auglaize  river  about  five  miles  north-east  of  Wapakoneta. 
Andrew  continued  to  work  with  his  father  on  this  farm 
for  about  two  years,  and  after  finishing  the  task  of  clear¬ 
ing  eleven  acres  of  native  timber,  his  father  gave  him  per-, 
mission  to  set  out  to  meet  the  world’s  tasks  and  battles 
for  himself.  The  father  asked  his  son  if  he  would  be  in 
need  of  any  money  to  which  Andrew  answered,  ‘T  have 
none,  and  may  need  a  little.”  In  response  to  this,  his  father 
gave  him  a  five  dollar  bill  as  the  amount  he  could  con¬ 
veniently  spare.  This  sum  was  Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger’s 
capital  stock  in  hand  when  he  set  out  for  himself.  This, 
with  his  package  of  small  articles  bound  in  a  red  handker¬ 
chief,  which  was  placed  at  the  end  of  a  clean  and  straight 
hickory  sapling  about  four  feet  long  and  carefully  laid  over 
his  shoulder,  constituted  the  traveling  outfit  and  formed 
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the  picture  of  the  young  American  going  out  to  meet  his 
failures  and  successes.  He  traveled  southward  along  the 

course  of  the  Miami  and  Erie  canal  toward  Cincinnati,  and 
when  he  arrived  at  that  city  he  still  had  his  five  dollar 
bill  unbroken  in  his  possession. 

During  this  journey  he  secured  employment  at  different 
places  and  arrived  in  Cincinnati  after  a  few  months  had 
elapsed.  Near  that  city  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  John 
Wood,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
He  was  next  offered  the  position  of  caring  for  a  dairy  and 
vegetable  farm  owned  by  Mrs.  Traphena  Baxter,  also  located 
in  the  suburbs  of  Cincinnati,  and  he  remained  in  this 
capacity  for  five  years.  This  period  of  seven  years  gave 
him  a  business  experience  and  training  which  proved  use¬ 
ful  to  him  thereafter.  He  regarded  this  as  the  pivotal 
period  of  his  life  when  he  molded  a  character  for  the  future. 
Instead  of  joining  in  the  frivolities  of  city  life  Andrew 
elected  to  read  his  Bible  from  beginning  to  end.  This  he 
accomplished  while  some  of  his  associates  were  wasting 
their  time  at  card  games  and  other  useless  diversions. 

Returning  for  a  visit  to  his  home  in  Auglaize  County, 
Andrew,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  his  father,  purchased 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  But  he  never  chose  to  occupy  this 
farm  and  returned  to  meet  again  some  of  the  friends  and 
acquaintances  which  he  had  made  on  his  first  journey 
south  along  the  Great  Miami  River.  Among  these  friends 
were  the  Israel  Wilson  family,  the  Knisely  family,  the 
Crook  family  (of  whom  General  George  Crook  and  Captain 
Walter  Crook  were  members),  and  the  Honorable  Warren 
Munger,  the  latter  of  whom  became  his  trusted  legal  ad¬ 
viser  in  all  his  subsequent  life.  He  was  for  a  short  time 
employed  by  Mr.  Israel  Wilson,  of  Wayne  Township,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  and  while  here,  formed  such  attachments 
as  induced  him  to  make  this  his  home  county  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life. 
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It  was  upon  one  of  his  visits  to  his  old  home  in  Auglaize 
County,  that  he  met  Miss  Ruth  Watt,  a  teacher  in  the 
Public  School,  who  was  boarding  at  his  father’s  home.  This 
first  acquaintance  was  developed  and  strengthened  through 
correspondence,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1844,  when 
Andrew  was  26  years  old.  Miss  Watt  became  Mrs.  Andrew 
Brentlinger.  Her  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  her  family  was  highly  respected  and  honored 
by  the  entire  community.  Her  eldest  sister  was  also  a 
teacher  who  instructed  members  of  the  Brentlinger  family, 
including  Mrs.  Eliza  Moyer,  a  great  favorite  with  the  family. 

The  known  Watt  family  record  is  meager.  They  are 
traced  back  to  Flemingsburg,  Kentucky,  where  Thomas 
Watt,  a  native  of  Ireland,  met  and  married  a  Miss  Hill  and 
where  at  least  the  older  members  of  the  family  were  born. 
There  were  seven  daughters  whose  names  after  marriage 
were  Allie  Porter,  Margaret  Bacome,  Susan  Robinson,  Mary 
Gearhart,  Sarah  Coy,  Amanda  Shaw  and  Ruth  Brentlinger. 
Also  five  sons,  Hudson,  Joseph,  John,  George  and  William. 
John  is  the  father  of  J.  C.  Watt,  who  resides  at  R.  R.  No.  6, 
Lima,  Ohio,  and  who  has  been  able  to  furnish  some  of  the 
foregoing  information.  William  Watt  lived  to  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  84  years.  Several  of  the  Watt  family  have 
resided  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  including  the  Robinson  family  and 
the  Clark  family,  of  whom  both  are  known  to  have  had 
descendants. 

The  first  home  of  Andrew  and  Ruth  Brentlinger  was 
located  in  Butler  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  It  was  half  way 
between  the  present  Taylorsville  Conservancy  Dam  and 
Poplar  Creek.  And  within  two  miles  of  this  first  home-site 
Andrew  Brentlinger  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Here 
the  valley  of  the  Great  Miami  River  proved  a  fertile  and 
productive  place  for  health,  prosperity  and  contentment. 
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Two  daughters  were  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  Cordelia 
Jane  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  After  two  years  of  happiness 
and  prosperity,  the  wife  and  mother  died,  December  27, 
1846,  at  the  age  of  24  years,  5  months,  and  26  days,  when 
the  younger  daughter  was  only  11  days  old.  The  husband 
was  bereaved,  a  home  saddened,  but  the  two  little  ones 
were  their  father’s  charge  and  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
task  of  their  care. 

In  1847,  Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  was  again  married  to 
Ann  Eliza  Polhamus. 

We  go  to  Long  Island  to  find  the  first  of  the  Polhamus 
family  in  the  United  States.  It  was  here  that  John  Polha¬ 
mus,  Sr.,  was  born,  about  1761,  and  lived  for  a  time,  then 
went  to  New  Jersey,  near  Cape  May.  He  was  of  Scandina¬ 
vian  stock,  a  Swede.  It  was  here  he  married  Miss  Hanna 
Howard.  They  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  John  Polhamus,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1800,  and  lived  here 
with  his  parents  until  1824,  when  he  married  Miss  Abigal 
Ladue,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Ladue  and  Naomi  Ladue. 
The  Ladues  were  of  French  lineage.  Stephen  Ladeu  died  of 
yellow  fever  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1836  John  Polhamus, 

Jr.,  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Montgom¬ 
ery  County.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  Ann 
Eliza,  Stephen  L.,  Sarah  J.,  Naomi  and  John  F. 

Of  these  children,  there  were  three  who  located  in  Shelby 
County,  Ohio;  Naomi,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Booher; 
Stephen  L.  and  John  F.,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War. 
Sarah  J.  married  David  Kelley,  their  late  residence  was  at 
Joliet,  Ill.  John  Polhamus  died  in  1841  and  his  wife,  Abi¬ 
gal,  died  in  1849.  They  had  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  from  their  childhood,  he  being  a  leader  and  pillar 
in  the  church  for  many  years. 

Ann  Eliza  Polhamus  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  January  1, 
1827,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  she  emigrated  with  her 
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parents,  John  and  Abigal  Polhamus,  who  settled  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ohio,  near  Harshmanville. 

Reports  of  the  remarkable  natural  productivity  of  the 
Miami  Valley  brought  the  Polhamus  family  here.  It  was 
the  common  comment  that  here  the  nut  products  from  the 
beech,  the  hickory,  the  walnut  and  the  oak,  were  so  abund¬ 
ant  that  hogs  could  be  grown  and  fatted  on  these  native 
products.  Also,  the  maple  trees  were  so  abundant  that  all 
the  family  requirements  in  sugar  and  molasses  could  be 
produced  from  these  trees. 

So  the  parents  and  their  five  children  wended  their  way 
over  the  mountains,  through  forests  and  farms  where  only 
a  trail  had  been  broken.  Many  times  it  was  necessary  to 
cut  down  trees  to  make  a  passable  roadway.  The  trip  was 
made  in  canvas-covered  wagons  and  required  about  seven 
weeks  to  complete  the  journey.  But  it  was,  for  all  that,  a 
delightful  trip  for  Ann  Eliza  and  the  other  children.  Many 
times  they  would  run  far  ahead  and  amuse  themselves  by 
gathering  nuts  of  various  kinds  and  wild  fruits  or  flowers. 

So  Ann  Eliza  had  grown  to  womanhood  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger.  She 
at  once  became  a  kind  mother  to  the  two  little  girls  already 
in  the  home. 

Then  started  a  period  of  diligence  and  thrift  in  the  An¬ 
drew  Lee  Brentlinger  family,  and  with  it  came  many  cares, 
sacrifices  and  responsibilities.  In  the  course  of  years  ten 
other  names  were  added  to  the  family  roll,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  They  were  Martha  and  John. 

At  the  end  of  four  years  of  occupancy  of  the  farm  above 
mentioned,  which  was  rented  from  Samuel  Booher,  this 
father  and  mother  thought  best,  and  considered  themselves 
able  to  purchase  a  home  of  their  own.  Accordingly,  in  1857, 
the  Barnett  farm,  consisting  of  137  acres  and  situated  one 
mile  east  of  Vandalia,  Ohio,  on  the  National  road,  was 
purchased.  Here  a  new  brick  home  was  erected  and  the 
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bricks  for  its  walls  were  made  on  the  farm  and  by  the  hands 
of  its  owner  and  occupant.  They  resided  here  for  twelve 
j^ears  and  during-  this  period  the  father  had  visions  of  the 
opportunities  which  lay  in  the  newer  country  farther  west. 

The  California  gold  discoveries  had  an  appeal  to  him  but 
it  never  met  with  the  approval  of  Ann  Eliza  to  undertake 
such  a  journey  and  this  thought  was  abandoned.  It  was, 
however,  decided  to  investigate  the  resourcefulness  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  and  a  journey  was  made  as  far  as  Lebanon, 
in  that  state.  Here  an  epidemic  of  fever  and  chills  prevailed 
and  public  places  were  quarantined.  The  journey  farther 
west  was  abandoned  and  Andrew  returned  to  his  native 
State  of  Ohio,  to  forsake  it  no  more.  Very  soon  after  re¬ 
turning  home  the  farm  owned  by  Isaac  Inskeep,  consisting 
of  160  acres  of  excellent  land  with  splendid  improvements, 
was  offered  for  sale.  This  farm  occupies  the  southeast 
quarter  section  of  land  lying  immediately  west  of  the  Great 
Miami  River  and  immediately  north  of  Poplar  Creek.  This 
splendid  homestead  was  named  “Grand  View,’'  as  it  pre¬ 
sented  a  very  exceptional  view  to  the  southeast,  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Miami  Valley.  The  farm  was  purchased  at  the  price 
of  $100  per  acre  and  in  less  than  two  years  all  debts  and 
obligations  were  paid  off. 

Here  they  spent  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  industry,  re¬ 
warded  by  peace,  plenty  and  happiness.  Here  the  family 
circle  grew  until,  in  all,  twelve  children  were  born. 

Cordelia  Jane,  the  eldest,  was  married  to  John  Beeson; 
Mary  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Andrew  D.  Erisman;  John 
and  Martha  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  Jefferson  was  married 
to  Jane  Yount  and  later  to  Hattie  Gwinn;  Caroline  was 
married  to  John  B.  Patton;  William  was  married  to  Martha 
Ensley;  Alice  Naomi  was  married  to  Winfield  Scott  Sunder¬ 
land;  Eliza  Ann  was  married  to  Henry  W.  Booher;  Ells¬ 
worth  was  married  to  Carrie  Ophelia  Kunkle ;  Laura  Erances 
was  married  to  William  S.  Wells;  and  Howard  Grant,  the 
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youngest  child,  was  married  to  Clara  Rosina  Boudinet. 
Biographical  sketches  of  each  of  these  children  will  be 
found  on  following  pages. 

Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Vandalia  United  Brethren  Church  and  served  as  trustee  and 
steward  of  this  church.  His  membership  and  regular  at¬ 
tendance  continued  throughout  his  remaining  years.  His 
infant  baptismal  certificate,  issued  over  one  hundred  years 
ago,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Laura 
Frances  Wells. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  engaged 
in  developing  his  farm  one  mile  east  of  Vandalia.  He  had 
completed  the  erection  of  a  substantial  brick  home  and  was 
diligently  rearing  his  family.  Although  he  was  not  drafted 
to  serve  his  county  in  war,  he  left  his  home  in  charge  of  his 
wife,  children  and  good  neighbors  and  started  with'  a  group 
of  his  drafted  friends  and  associates  for  Camp  Dennison, 
the  army  training  camp,  at  which  he  intended  to  make  his 
enlistment.  It  required  a  few  days  journey  to  this  camp 
and  while  he  was  still  aboard  the  train  enroute,  he  was 
stricken  with  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  He  was  returned 
immediately  to  his  home  and  was  not  permitted  to  enlist  in 
the  ccmbatative  service  for  his  country.  It  required  some 
two  months  for  him  to  regain  his  health  and  while  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  serve  his  country  as  a  soldier,  he  resolved  to  do 
all  he  could  as  a  reserve  in  the  fields  of  production  to  feed 
the  soldiers  at  the  front  and  to  lend  every  help  to  their 
families  and  to  the  care  of  their  farms  and  business  affairs 
at  home.  His  services  were,  perhaps,  more  valuable  in  this 
field  than  they  could  have  been  as  a  soldier  at  the  front. 

He  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  community  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was 
called  upon  to  serve  several  times  as  the  administrator  of 
the  estates  of  deceased  persons.  Although  strong  in  his 
convictions  on  public  questions,  he  never  engaged  actively 
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in  politics.  He  was  normally  a  Republican  but  would  de¬ 
flect  from  party  lines  if  the  qualities  of  the  candidates  of 
the  opposing  party  appealed  more  strongly  to  him.  He 
became  a  Republican  with  the  birth  of  that  party  and  voted 
for  Col.  John  C.  Fremont,  who  was  the  party’s  first  Presi¬ 
dential  candidate. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  ranked  as  a 
Knight  Templar  of  Lodge  No.  6,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  took 
great  pride  in  being  a  Mason  and  it  was  through  this  order 
that  he  gained  numerous  personal  and  business  associates. 

Ann  Eliza,  his  wife  and  companion,  for  37  years,  had  for 
many  years  been  troubled  with  a  cough  which  was  con¬ 
tracted  through  exposure  in  a  sugar  making  camp.  This 
cold,  it  seems,  developed  a  tubercular  nature  and  for  about 
two  years  she  rarely  left  her  home.  This  trouble  grew  more 
severe  until  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1884,  surrounded 
by  her  kind  neighbors,  her  beloved  husband  and  children, 
she  bade  good-bye  to  all  and  passed  into  her  eternal  reward. 
She  was  57  years,  1  month,  and  26  days  of  age. 

His  daughter,  Laura  Frances,  now  assumed  the  care  and 
responsibility  for  the  home.  The  farm,  which  for  many 
years  had  teemed  with  an  activity  and  life  of  its  own,  now 
took  on  an  atmosphere  of  quiet.  The  older  children  were 
all  married  and  settled  in  homes  of  their  own.  Ellsworth 
and  Howard  Grant  were  at  this  time  attending  school  at 
the  National  Normal  University,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  The 
farm  was  rented  until  the  year  1887,  when  it  was  sold  and 
passed  into  the  care  of  other  hands. 

Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  had  generally  been  in  the  best 
of  health.  He  could  scarcely  recall  an  ill  day,  excepting 
the  attack  of  typhoid  fever  referred  to.  He  took  great 
pride  in  his  physical  abilities  and  always  did  his  work  in 
the  most  complete  and  thorough  way.  He  seemed  to  find 
his  greatest  pleasure  in  work  well  done.  But  in  the  winter 
of  1885  he  suffered  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia,  which 
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left  him  much  reduced  in  his  physical  energies.  He  never 
was  quite  well  after  this  attack.  Yet  he  and  his  daughter, 
Laura  Frances,  together  with  a  little  grand-daughter  and 
niece,  Lottie  Patton,  kept  the  home  fires  burning  and  radi¬ 
ated  cheer  and  welcome  to  all  who  came  within  the  portals 
of  “Grand  View’’  home. 

On  December  28,  1887,  Andrew  had  driven  to  the  village 
of  Vandalia  for  mail  and  to  make  some  arrangements  for 
moving  to  that  village  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  had  just  returned  and  entered  his  room  for  an  after 
dinner  rest  and  perusal  of  the  newspaper.  While  seated  in 
his  large  armed  chair  with  the  newspaper  in  hand,  he  was 
stricken  with  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  and  in  an  instant  his 
life  had  passed  out.  The  community  had  lost  a  substantial 
pillar;  the  family  was  again  deeply  bereft;  the  home  was 
ended  and  gone.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  at  the 
First  United  Brethren  Church,  Vandalia,  by  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  McKee. 

Now  on  the  green  hillside  in  Poplar  Hill  Cemetery,  peace¬ 
fully  rest  the  mortal  remains  of  two  little  children,  John 
and  Martha,  Ruth  Watt  Brentlinger,  Ann  Eliza  Polhamus 
Brentlinger  and  Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger. 

CORDELIA  JANE  BRENTLINGER 

Cordelia  Jane  Brentlinger,  the  eldest  child  of  Andrew  Lee 
and  Ruth  Watt  Brentlinger,  was  born  on  December  15,  1845, 
on  a  farm  belonging  to  Samuel  Booher.  This  farm  was 
known  for  many  years  as  the  Fryback  farm.  Cordelia  Jane 
attended  the  country  school  at  the  “Brown  School”  house 
one  mile  from  the  home  and  helped  with  the  work  of  the 
family  until  she  was  married  to  John  H.  Beeson,  a  son  of 
Trustum  Beeson,  who  resided  upon  a  farm  one  mile  south 
of  Chambersburg,  Ohio.  John  H.  Beeson  served  in  the  Civil 
War  before  his  marriage  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
its  close. 
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JOHN  H.  AND  CORDELIA  JANE  BEESON  FAMILY  GROUP 


The  young  couple  began  their  married  life  upon  a  farm 
owned  by  Mr.  James  Beatty,  their  uncle,  near  Chambers- 
burg,  Ohio.  This  family  lived  in  the  same  community  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  They  celebrated  their  golden  wed¬ 
ding  in  their  home  within  a  half-mile  of  the  spot  where 
they  first  began  housekeeping.  This  family  enjoyed  a  neat 
and  comfortable  home  and  were  happy  and  very  industrious. 
No  mother  was  ever  more  devoted  to  her  home  and  family 
or  able  to  set  a  higher  example  of  purity  and  religious  de¬ 
votion  than  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson.  The  writer  of  this  biog¬ 
raphy  recalls  the  words  of  one  of  the  daughters  of  this 
family,  spoken  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  father  when 
she  said,  “He  did  not  possess  such  great  talent  in  some  re¬ 
spects  but  there  was  nothing  that  he  could  do  for  his  chil¬ 
dren  that  he  did  not  sacrificingly  do.  He  went  about  his 
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work  with  cheerfulness  and  purpose  and  often  singing  with 
contentment.’’ 

To  John  H.  and  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson  were  born  five 
daughters  and  four  sons,  who  received  a  common  school 
education  in  a  two-room  brick  school  house  at  Chambers- 
burg,  Ohio.  Two  sons  of  the  family  pursued  courses  of 
study  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

Maggie  Bell  Beeson,  the  eldest  of  the  Beeson  children, 
was  born  on  August  14,  1866.  She  remained  at  home  at¬ 
tending  school  in  the  winter  months  and  assisting  her  par¬ 
ents  with  the  many  duties  of  the  family  until  her  marriage 
to  Henry  Webb  Flatter,  which  occurred  on  August  7,  1889. 
Henry  Webb  and  Maggie  Bell  Flatter  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Claud  M.  was 
born  March  24,  1890,  and  he  was  married  to  Ethel  Hoover 
on  September  14,  1916.  They  have  one  son,  Clarence  M., 
born  March  9,  1924,  and  a  daughter,  Martha  June,  born 
August  17,  1917.  Henry  Everett  was  born  on  April  3,  1893, 
and  was  married  to  Mvrtle  Shoup  in  May,  1917.  To  this 
couple  have  been  born  two  daughters,  Miriam  Elizabeth  and 
Ellen  Ilene.  Emma  Luella  was  born  on  August  14,  1895. 
She  married  Elbert  Potts.  Della  May  was  born  on  May  30, 
1898.  Her  choice  of  a  life  companion  is  Emerson  Rudy  and 
to  these  have  been  born  Loucille,  Ralph,  Ellis  and  Roy. 
Lewis  Eranklin  was  born  on  October  15,  1900,  and  married 
Margaret  Sneddon  on  June  10,  1925.  Erank  and  Margaret 
are  happy  over  the  arrival  of  a  little  daughter,  Margaret 
Verne,  who  is  not  yet  (1926)  one  year  old.  Ruth  Louise 
was  born  on  January  7,  1903,  and  she  was  married  to  Ray¬ 
mond  Shoup  on  January  20,  1923.  They  are  now  rejoicing 
over  the  arrival  of  a  son,  Rodger  William,  born  May  25, 
1927.  All  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Webb  Elatter 
are  industrious  and  honest,  and  are  filling  useful  positions  in 
life.  They  received  common  school  education  at  Chambers- 
burg,  Ohio,  and  at  the  old  “Brown  School.”  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Henry  Webb  Flatter  have  spent  the  most  part  of  their  lives 
upon  the  farm,  but  in  recent  years  they  have  lived  at  Van- 
dalia,  Ohio,  in  an  attractive  home  which  they  have  owned 
and  rebuilt.  Henry  Webb  Flatter  died  on  March  11,  1927, 
and  is  buried  at  Memorial  Park  Cemetery. 

Cora  Elizabeth  Beeson,  the  second  daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson,  was  born  on  September  18,  1868, 
six  miles  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  just  across  the  Dixie  Higli- 
way  from  the  new  and  beautiful  Memorial  Park  Cemetery. 

Since  in  the  Beeson  family  the  girls  were  the  eldest  in 
years,  Mr.  Beeson,  the  father,  chose  Cora  to  help  him  with 
his  farm  work  in  such  ways  as  it  was  possible  for  her  to  do. 
At  the  age  of  seven  she  began  to  help  in  the  fields  by  riding 
on  the  near  horse  of  the  team  while  harrowing  and  dragging 
the  newly  plowed  soil  in  preparation  for  the  planting  of  the 
crops.  When  some  older  she  drove  the  reaper  and  mower 
in  cutting  the  grain  and  hay.  She  continued  in  this  way  to 
assist  her  father  until  she  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Because  her  brothers  came  into  the  family  later,  her  father, 
in  the  spirit  of  praise  and  encouragement,  used  to  frequently 
call  her  “my  boy.”  Then  a  little  later  Cora,  with  her  small 
brother,  Howard,  as  a  companion,  picked  wild  blackberries 
by  the  bushels  and  sold  them  in  the  market  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  receiving  for  them  from  five  to  ten  cents  per  quart. 
She  also  was  frequently  employed  by  her  mother’s  sisters 
to  help  in  their  homes  at  light  housework  and  to  be  a  com¬ 
panion  to  younger  children,  for  which  she  received  fifty 
cents  per  week.  When  about  eighteen  years  old  she  learned, 
by  the  help  of  a  drafting  chart,  to  cut  and  fit  dresses  and 
to  do  domestic  sewing,  for  which  she  earned  a  larger  sum, 
receiving  from  three  to  four  and  one-half  dollars  per  week 
along  with  her  board  and  a  room.  With  all  her  activities  in 
these  various  lines,  her  education  was  not  neglected.  She 
ranked  well  in  her  school  work  and  regularly  attended 
the  Sabbath  School  and  church  services  at  Chambersburg, 
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Ohio.  On  December  3,  1891,  she  was  married  to  Charles  H. 
Wells,  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Wells. 
They  first  lived  with  his  parents  and  afterwards  upon  one 
of  his  father’s  farms,  near  the  Dixie  Highway,  one  mile 
north  of  Vandalia,  Ohio.  After  the  death  of  Charles’ 
mother,  they  again  moved  into  the  old  homestead  and  cared 
for  his  father,  where  they  have  resided  ever  since.  To 
Charles  H.  and  Cora  Elizabeth  Wells  have  been  born  three 
children,  all  of  whom  completed  the  common  school  work 
and  the  High  School  work  in  Butler  Township. 

Ralph  William  was  born  on  November  20,  1892.  After 
finishing  in  the  schools  of  Butler  Township,  he  attended  for 
two  years  Otterbein  College  at  Westerville,  Ohio.  He  then 
taught  for  two  years  in  the  schools  of  his  home  township 
of  Butler.  He  then  completed  his  college  education  at  Ohio 
State  University,  graduating  from  the  College  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  in  1916.  He  was  married  to  Eva  B.  Whitmer  in  1913 
and  to  this  union  four  children  have  been  born,  Virginia 
Juanitia,  on  May  8,  1914;  Carl  Franklin,  on  March  10,  1916; 
Harold  in  December,  1919,  who  died  February  22,  1920,  and 
is  buried  in  Polk  Grove  Cemetery,  west  of  Vandalia,  Ohio, 
and  Ralph  William,  Jr.,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Pow¬ 
hatan,  Ohio,  October  9,  1922. 

John  Rowland  Wells  was  born  April  2,  1897.  He  com¬ 
pleted  the  work  in  Butler  Township  Schools  and  at  once  was 
employed  by  the  Vandalia  State  Bank  as  an  assistant  cash¬ 
ier.  At  the  end  of  six  months  he  was  given  a  better  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  Dayton  Savings  and  Trust  Company.  Later  he 
became  associated  with  the  Winters  National  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Rowland  served  in  the  World 
War  but  was  not  sent  over  seas  on  account  of  the  close  of 
the  war  soon  after  his  entrance  into  the  service.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  was  held  at  Camp  Taylor  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for 
a  year  after  the  war  had  closed,  where  he  assisted  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  discharge  records  for  the  war  department  of  the 
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government.  He  was  married  to  Nettie  Lohman  in  1919, 
and  to  them  was  born  on  September  12,  1921,  a  son,  Don. 
Before  his  marriage  Rowland  had  saved  from  his  earnings 
money  with  which  he  purchased  a  home  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
where  he  with  his  family  now  resides. 

Dorothy  Mabel  Wells  was  born  on  February  26,  1906. 
After  graduating  from  the  Butler  Township  High  School 
she  began  a  course  in  a  training  school  for  nurses  at  Piqua, 
Ohio.  This  training  school  is  affiliated  with  the  General 
Hospital  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  She  has  now  completed  two 
years  of  training  in  the  work  for  a  graduate  nurse  and  will 
complete  this  course  in  June,  1927. 

Caroline  Priscilla  Beeson,  the  third  daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Cordelia  J.  Beeson,  was  born  on  September  19,  1870. 
She  remained  at  home  with  her  parents  until  Aug.  13,  1891, 
when  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Korah  J.  Sunderland. 
They  have  reared  three  children,  one  daughter  and  two  sons. 

Ethel  Marie  was  born  on  February  28,  1892,  and  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  S.  Weeks,  on  September  5,  1912.  To’ 
them  three  children  were  born,  Evelyn  Fern  on  December 
7,  1913,  Myron  S.  was  born  cn  April  25,  1916,  and  Phyllis 
Christine  was  born  on  January  14,  1923.  Ethel  Marie  Sun¬ 
derland  Weeks  died  on  July  22,  1924.  She  is  buried  in  the 
new  and  beautiful  Memorial  Park  Cemetery  at  Murlin 
Heights.  Since  her  death  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
Phyllis  Christine,  has  lived  with  her  grandparents.  The  two 
older  children  are  with  their  father,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Weeks. 

Walter  Ray  was  born  on  July  9,  1893,  and  married  Helen 
Brown  on  July  28,  1923.  During  the  World  War  he  worked 
on  the  farm  with  his  father.  He  had  previously  taught  two 
years  as  the  principal  of  Van  Buren  Township  High  School, 
then  for  two  years  as  principal  of  the  Benice  High  School, 
and  since  then  has  been  teaching  at  Kingston,  Ross  County, 
Ohio. 
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Russell  Lowell  was  born  on  November  5,  1896,  and  was 
married  to  Mabel  E.  Madden  June  11,  1925.  He  began  his 
teaching  work  in  1920,  when  he  taught  agriculture  in  the 
High  School  of  Urbana  Township  for  three  years.  He  has 
since  been  engaged  with  the  Delco  Light  Company,  of  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Russell  Sunderland  have  a  young  son,  Russell  Eugene,  who 
was  born  on  December  24,  1926. 

The  married  life  of  Koran  J.  and  Caroline  P.  Sunderland 
was  begun  on  a  farm  in  Butler  Township,  Ohio.  They  have 
been  successful!  and  very  useful  people  in  their  com¬ 
munity.  Korah  J.  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  lead  in 
the  educational  interests  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  and  strongest  advocates  of  centralized  town¬ 
ship  high  schools  and  as  a  board  member  was  active  in  pro¬ 
moting  and  erecting  the  Butler  Township  High  School.  All 
of  their  family  were  graduates  from  the  Sugar  Creek  Town¬ 
ship  High  School  of  Greene  County,  Ohio,  the  parents  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  a  farm  in  that  township.  Ray  and  Russell 
are  both  graduates  of  Ohio  State  University,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  from  the  College  of  Agriculture.  Ray  received  his 
degree  of  B.  S.  A.  in  1914,  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  Russel 
in  1920,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  Russell  served  in  the 
World  War  near  its  close.  He  being  the  stronger  of  the  two 
boys  agreed  to  offer  his  services  first.  He  was  in  readiness 
to  embark  at  one  of  the  Atlantic  ports  when  the  Armistice 
was  signed.  They  are  all  affiliated  with  some  church  work. 
The  father,  mother  and  Russell  are  members  of  the  Sugar 
Creek  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Ray  and  Helen  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Kingston  and  Ethel  was  from  her 
early  youth  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  at 
Vandalia,  Ohio. 

Nellie  Vietoria  Beeson,  fourth  daughter  of  John  H.  and 
Cordelia  J.  Beeson,  was  born  on  October  17,  1872.  She  with 
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the  others  of  the  family  helped  her  parents  at  home.  She 
was  very  studious  in  school  and  was  remarkably  fond  of 
books  and  reading  and  soon  stood  out  amongst  her  brothers 
and  sisters  as  the  best  student  of  them  all.  She  had  made 
such  progress  in  her  school  work  that  she  and  two  of  her 
school  girl  companions  were  planning  to  prepare  for  a 
County  Teachers’  Examination.  Her  teacher  and  friends 
thought  she  was  qualified  to  secure  a  teacher’s  certificate 
and  to  teach  in  the  country  schools  when  an  opportunity 
came  to  her  through  which  she  could  immediately  begin 
remunerative  employment  in  another  line  of  service.  She 
accepted  this  opportunity  and  was  diverted  from  the  teach¬ 
ing  profession,  in  which,  with  that  signal  gift  within  her, 
she  would  have  made  a  brilliant  success.  In  1895,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  6,  she  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Booher,  a  young 
farmer  of  Wayne  Township,  Ohio.  They  began  their  home¬ 
making  on  the  old  Fryback  farm,  in  the  same  house  in  which 
their  grandparents,  Andrew  Lee  and  Ruth  Watt  Brent- 
linger,  fifty  years  before  had  begun  that  eventful  life.  This 
Booher  family  consists  of  the  parents,  three  daughters  and 
two  sons. 

Esther  Florence  Booher  was  born  on  November  27,  1895, 
and  was  led  to  the  altar  ceremony  by  August  Tron,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1914.  To  their  home  one  daughter  has  come, 
Dorothy  Beatrice.  Lenna  Cordelia  was  born  on  January  9, 
1897,  and  became  the  wife  of  Clarence  Pumphry  on  April  2, 
1916.  In  less  than  a  year,  Clarence,  the  husband,  was  taken 
awaj^  The  young  wudow  went  to  the  home  of  her  parents, 
where,  on  December  26,  a  daughter,  Helen  Margaret,  was 
born.  She  remained  with  her  parents  until  January  12,  1921, 
when  she  was  married  to  George  B.  French  and  unto  them 
two  children  have  come,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Mildred 
Adora  and  James  Wallace.  Dorothy  H.  was  born  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1906,  and  was  married  to  Ralph  E.  Dinsmore  on 
May  14,  1925.  They  have  a  young  son,  Kenneth  Richard. 
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Howard  Emerson  was  born  on  September  18,  1898,  and 
married  Treva  Cost  on  September  14,  1926.  Robert  Frank¬ 
lin  was  born  on  October  11,  1912,  and  is  a  husky  lad  now 
helping  his  father  upon  the  farm.  Frank  and  Nellie  V. 
Booher,  since  their  wedded  life  have  always  been  engaged  in 
farming,  and  have  for  the  most  part  found  good  farms  to 
cultivate  in  Wayne  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio. 
They  have  been  prosperous  and  frugal  and  have  purchased 
a  home  in  Vandalia,  Ohio,  but  as  yet  are  living  and  work¬ 
ing  upon  a  farm. 

Emma  Florence  Beeson,  the  youngest  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson,  was  born  on  October  31,  1876. 
She  concluded  her  school  work  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  She  as¬ 
sisted  her  parents  with  their  numerous  duties  upon  their 
farm  until  March  2,  1898.  She  was  married  to  Frank  E. 
Kelley,  a  young  farmer  of  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  estab¬ 
lished  their  first  home  in  two  up-stairs  rooms  in  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Maria  Smith.  Then  for  several  years  they  occupied 
and  farmed  some  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  Miami  River 
Valley  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  all  the  time  prospered,  ex¬ 
tending  their  business  enterprises.  Mr.  Kelley  possesses 
the  instinctive  tact  to  grasp  an  undertaking,  a  business 
problem,  and  surmount  it  by  advancing  steps.  His  friends 
elected  him  to  the  office  of  Pike  Commissioner,  which  deals 
with  road  work.  From  this  as  a  starting  point  he  was  di¬ 
rected  into  a  contracting  career.  He  began  selling  and 
hauling  gravel  and  sand  from  a  splendid  deposit  on  the  farm 
of  Mrs.  Huston,  which  he  had  leased  for  that  purpose. 
Greater  opportunities  have  come  to  him  and  he  has  success¬ 
fully  executed  them  until  now  he  is  engaged  in  state  road 
construction  in  the  southwestern  counties  of  Ohio.  The 
Kelleys  have  in  the  course  of  their  efforts  owned  and  im¬ 
proved  several  properties;  among  them  their  present  home 
and  farm  in  Miami  County  near  West  Milton,  Ohio. 
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They  have  but  one  child,  a  son,  Howard,  who  was  born 
December  8,  1898,  near  Needmore,  a  suburb  on  the  northern 
boundaiw  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Their  son,  since  becoming  a 
young  man,  has  taken  charge  of  the  farming  at  their  home 
place,  while  his  father  is  engaged  in  the  more  responsible 
and  exacting  work  of  contracting.  Howard  was  married  to 
Lizzie  Fonts  on  December  8,  1925,  and  now  resides  on  a 
farm  of  his  wife’s  parents  near  West  Milton,  Ohio.  A  little 
daughter  has  been  added  to  their  home,  whom  they  have 
named  Leavah  Eileen  Kelley,  born  in  1927. 

John  Howard  Beeson.  It  was  on  August  18,  1874,  in  the 
home  of  John  H.  and  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson  that  John  How¬ 
ard,  their  first  son  was  born.  There  was  great  rejoicing  in 
that  home  upon  the  arrival  of  a  boy.  Howard  grew  and  ex¬ 
perienced  about  the  same  things  as  boys  are  accustomed  to 
receive.  Being  for  a  time  the  only  boy  he  may  have  been 
somew^hat  of  a  favorite.  Upon  an  occasion  while  they  were 
away  from  home  visiting,  he  in  his  rompings  pulled  a  vase 
off  a  table  and  broke  it  into  fragments.  His  mother,  al¬ 
though  the  vase  was  a  wedding  present  to  William  and 
Martha  Brentlinger,  where  they  were  visiting,  restored  the 
present  by  procuring  another,  and  consoled  herself  with 
the  expression,  “Oh,  well,  he  is  our  only  boy.”  His  sisters 
remember  and  sometimes  yet  remind  Howard  how  when 
he  was  about  four  years  old  on  being  given  an  ear  of  corn 
for  one  of  the  cows,  he  having  seen  his  father  chop  the 
corn,  tried  to  do  so  also.  The  axe  was  so  large  for  the  small 
bo3’  that  the  corn  ear  remained  untouched,  but  the  end  of 
a  toe  was  smoothly  clipped  off.  The  injury  bled  freely,  the 
family  was  alarmed,  and  a  neighbor  was  called  to  conjure 
the  wound ;  but  instead  he  suggested  the  use  of  a  mullen  leaf 
to  stop  the  escaping  blood.  By  the  time  the  leaf  was  found 
the  blood  had  stopped  flowing  of  its  own  accord,  Howard 
was  asleep ;  the  tension  in  the  family  group  had  subsided 
and  healing  had  begun. 
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Howard  remained  at  home  helping  his  parents  in  every 
way  until  he  became  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  to 
work  for  pay  for  Mr.  Charles  A.  Johnson,  who  had  long 
been  a  close  friend  of  the  Beeson  family.  Mr.  Johnson, 
whose  farm  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Pleasant  View,  Ohio,  had 
a  very  commanding  influence  upon  his  younger  companion, 
and  many  times  they  reasoned  and  conferred  upon  their 
work  and  future  plans.  Throughout  all  the  time  embraced 
in  their  association,  which  amounted  to  five  years,  not  once 
did  they  have  the  slightest  misunderstanding  and  Howard 
has  always  felt  that  he  could  go  to  Mr.  Johnson  for  sound 
and  friendly  advise.  When  about  twenty-one  years  old 
Howard  began  a  course  of  study  at  the  National  Normal 
University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  which  he  continued  for  two 
years.  He  thus  qualified  himself  to  teach,  received  a  cer¬ 
tificate  to  teach  and  taught  for  five  years  in  the  country 
schools  of  Butler  Township,  Ohio.  While  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  he  was  married  to  Birdie  B.  Brenner,  youngest  daughter 
of  William  and  Susanna  Brenner,  of  Vandalia,  Ohio,  on 
March  4,  1900. 

The  married  life  of  this  couple  has  been  varied  in  inter¬ 
ests  and  activities.  Howard  had  long  desired  a  college  edu¬ 
cation,  but  realized  that  he  had  to  furnish  both  the  mind 
and  the  money  to  accomplish  this  goal.  He  had  carefully 
saved  what  was  possible  of  the  money  he  received  for 
teaching  and  had  produced  a  couple  of  good  crops  in  the 
summer  months  which  were  sold,  and  with  this  financing  he 
and  his  companion  chose  Richmond,  Indiana,  for  a  tem¬ 
porary  home  and  Earlham  College  as  the  school,  and  settled 
on  the  job.  Howard  began  the  course  of  study  and  Birdie, 
his  wife,  began  strengthening  the  finances  by  keeping  a 
roomer  and  boarder  and  by  teaching  music.  They  thus 
continued  for  three  years.  The  goal  having  been  but  partly 
attained,  teaching  was  again  resorted  to.  He  taught  in  the 
High  School  of  Butler  Township,  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  and  at  Defiance,  Ohio.  During  some  of  the 
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summer  seasons  he  attended  college  at  Miami  University 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  in  1910,  after 
nine  years  of  double  striving  he  attained  his  aim  and  was 
graduated  from  Defiance  college  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  with 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  His  next  work  was  in  answer  to  a  call 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Holgate,  Ohio,  to  become  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Holgate  public  schools.  Here  he 
successfully  remained  for  three  years,  resigning  to  enter 
the  grocery  business  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Not  being  content 
in  this  branch  of  work  he  in  time  sold  his  grocery  and  soon 
after  launched  his  family  bark  in  a  farming  enterprise. 
He  purchased  a  farm  just  west  of  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio, 
on  the  Dixie  Highway,  where  he  has  very  efficiently  con¬ 
ducted  a  farming  business  for  more  than  a  decade.  Here 
he  finds  an  opportunity  to  apply  those  principles  of  agri¬ 
culture  learned  from  the  master  hand  of  Charles  A.  John¬ 
son,  his  first  great  teacher  and  staunchest  friend. 

The  home  life  of  John  Howard  and  Birdie  B.  Beeson  has 
been  pleasant  and  highly  exemplary.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  three  children  to  brighten  and  strengthen 
their  life.  Beatrice  Iro  was  born  August  13,  1907,  while 
they  resided  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  nine  months  was  called  beyond.  Lillie  Madaline 
was  born  on  May  21,  1917,  and  Warren  Lee  on  May  5,  1921. 
Both  are  strong  active  children  and  are  starting  their  edu¬ 
cational  training  in  the  public  schools  at  Tippecanoe  City, 
Ohio. 

Frank  Andrew  Beeson,  the  second  son  and  seventh  child 
of  John  H.  and  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson,  was  born  on  October 
16,  1879.  Frank  was  the  most  robust,  and  his  mother  often 
said  the  happiest  child  of  the  entire  family  group.  He  helped 
his  father  with  all  kinds  of  work  upon  their  farm.  The 
Beeson  farm  was  not  a  very  fertile  farm,  upon  the  contrary, 
the  soil  was  rather  poor  and  cold ;  so  that  Frank,  in  viewing 
his  prospects  when  that  time  arrived,  was  not  wholly  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  opportunities  at  home.  He  finally  decided  to 
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try  out  in  a  newer  country,  and  the  “Centennial  State,’’  the 
plains  and  mountains  of  Colorado,  lured  him  there.  The 
year  1901  found  him  at  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  beginning 
a  five  year  period  of  pioneering  both  among  the  mountains 
and  upon  the  plains.  He  was  among  the  early  experiment¬ 
ers  at  “dry  farming,”  and  was  located  near  Greely,  Colo¬ 
rado.  His  integrity,  industry  and  sunny  disposition  made 
him  many  friends  with  that  sturdy,  appreciative  people  who 
pave  the  way  for  coming  civilization  and  achievement  and 
who  at  all  times  would  speak  of  him  in  the  highest  terms 
of  regard.  After  he  had  acquired  some  money  in  this  new 
country,  knowing  that  his  parents  were  becoming  less  able 
on  account  of  advancing  years  to  cultivate  their  farm,  he 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  began  dairy  farming  upon  his  father’s 
farm.  By  careful  and  thoughtful  rotation  of  the  crops  and 
through  a  judicious  use  of  the  fertilization,  he  was  able  to 
materially  improve  the  productiveness  of  the  farm,  and  to 
rebuild  and  enlarge  the  barn  into  a  modern  dairy  barn. 

Having  taken  Theresa  Kastner,  a  Dayton  girl,  to  be  his 
wife,  they  made  that  city  their  home  for  six  years.  In 
this  time  his  father  had  died  and  there  was  no  one  situ¬ 
ated  so  as  to  care  for  or  utilize  the  farm,  whereupon  Frank 
again  went  upon  the  home  farm  and  proceeded  as  before  in 
farming  and  dairying.  After  some  years,  his  mother  hav¬ 
ing  found  it  advisable  to  sell  the  farm,  Frank  continued 
farming  upon  leased  land.  His  known  skill  and  integrity 
enabled  him  to  command  the  use  of  the  very  best  farms. 
He  has  been  content  to  prosper  among  his  old  friends  in 
Butler  Township,  Ohio.  By  continued  industry  and  fru¬ 
gality  Frank  and  his  dependable  help-mate  have  become 
able  to  purchase  a  small  fertile  farm  for  their  own,  of  the 
level  black  land  two  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Van- 
dalia,  Ohio.  They  are  successfully  farming  their  land  in 
such  small  crops,  fruits  and  berries  as  find  the  most  ready 
sale  in  the  market.  The  melon  crop  is  a  special  line  in 
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which  he  is  very  successful.  He  also  conducts  a  moderately 
sized  dairy  with  profitable  results.  Frank  A.  and  Theresa 
Beeson  are  the  parents  of  nine  children.  They  are  John  T., 
E.  Ambrose,  Vincent  A.,  Roscoe  J.,  Caroline  M.,  Margaret 
T.,  Pauline  L.,  Julia  Ann,  and  Elizabeth  Jane.  All  of  their 
children  that  have  arrived  at  the  school  age  are  attending 
school  at  Vandalia,  Ohio.  They  exhibit  at  an  early  age  the 
trait  of  industry  common  to  their  parents  and  are  dutiful 
and  respectful  to  their  parents  and  teachers.  Any  lesson 
or  work  to  them  assigned  they  approach  with  that  spirit 
which  speaks  for  its  masterj"  and  accomplishments. 

Elmer  Garfield  Beeson,  the  eighth  child  of  John  H.  and 
Cordelia  Jane  Beeson,  was  born  on  May  21,  1882,  on  their 
farm  about  one  mile  southeast  of  Chambersburg,  Ohio,  now 
called  Murlin  Heights.  He  was  sent  to  the  common  school 
by  his  parents,  and  taught  to  assist  in  all  kinds  of  useful 
work  upon  their  farm.  Elmer  in  early  youth  felt  that  a 
higher  course  of  study  would  fit  him  far  better  for  the  de¬ 
mands  of  a  lifetime,  but  financial  difficulties  had  to  be  sur¬ 
mounted.  This  he  courageously  set  himself  to  do.  He  ob¬ 
tained  employment  with  the  Dayton  and  Troy  Traction  Co. 
until  enough  money  had  been  secured  to  fit  him  for  teach¬ 
ing.  He  entered  Otterbein  College  at  Westerville,  Ohio,  for 
this  work.  When  qualified  he  taught  for  several  years  to 
enable  him  to  pursue  his  interrupted  course  at  Otterbein. 
He  managed  by  teaching  at  intervals,  and  studying  when 
he  had  the  means  to  be  in  school,  to  carry  on  a  broken 
course  in  college  until  1908.  At  this  time  in  his  life  he 
married  Vivian  Stoner,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Stoner,  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  the  Stillwater  Valley, 
near  Pleasant  View,  Ohio.  Following  his  marriage  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  engaged  for  a  period  of  three  years  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  educational  work  in  the 
Philippine  Islands.  These  were  formative  years  for  this 
family.  Both  grew  in  ideals  and  power  and  the  love  for 
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teaching  became  a  fixed  emotion.  More  work  could  have 
been  accomplished  had  not  the  climate  of  these  islands  made 
encroachments  upon  the  health  of  Elmer,  who  found  at  the 
end  of  the  three  years  engagement,  that  it  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  conclude  his  work  of  teaching  in  the  Philippines  on 
account  of  physical  impairments.  While  in  these  far  east 
islands  of  the  Pacific,  a  daughter  was  born  to  whom  was 
given  the  full  name  of  Cordelia  Janetta,  honoring  both  of 
her  esteemed  grandmothers.  Returning  to  his  native  land 
and  state  he  found  a  field  for  his  energies  in  educational 
work,  teaching  and  supervising  in  the  schools  of  Oakwood 
Village  and  Washington  Township,  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio.  Again  his  home  was  brightened  by  the  coming  of 
another  daughter,  Nellie  Alice,  who  was  born  on  April  10, 
1912.  Everyone  was  busy  and  happy  through  four  promis¬ 
ing  years.  Then  came  the  first  heavy  sorrow,  for  in  the 
somber  days  of  November,  1915,  Vivian,  the  wife  and 
mother,  was  taken  by  the  hand  of  Providence  from  that 
home.  The  little  circle  was  kept  intact  by  Elmer  and  his 
mother,  who  came  to  the  bereft  home  to  care  for  the  two 
little  girls  and  to  keep  the  home  open  for  her  striving  son. 

In  1918  Elmer  sought  another  companion  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mattie  M.  Bahns,  who  had  also  been  a  teacher,  and 
whom  he  had  met  in  his  school  work.  For  some  time  he 
was  engaged  in  extension  work  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  Day- 
ton,  Ohio.  He  became  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business  at 
Vandalia,  Ohio,  in  1919,  where,  with  the  help  of  his  wife, 
Mattie,  and  his  two  daughters,  a  flourishing  trade  has  been 
maintained.  In  connection  with  a  general  store,  he  is  the 
postmaster  and  conducts  the  Post  Office  and  rural  route 
of  Vandalia,  Ohio.  He  also  at  this  time  is  the  chosen  head 
of  the  High  School  of  Englewood,  Ohio,  which  position  he 
has  occupied  for  the  two  proceeding  years.  Elmer  finds  the 
busy  life  the  happy  life  and  his  greatest  joy  in  service. 
Since  his  second  marriage  there  have  come  to  his  home  two 
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other  children,  a  daughter,  Audrey  Faye,  born  on  August  8, 
1919,  and  a  son,  Arthur  Andrew,  born  on  June  25,  1921, 
both  of  whom  Elmer  calls  his  ‘‘newer  assistants.” 

Clifford  Winifred  Beeson,  the  youngest  child  of  the  Bee¬ 
son  family,  was  born  on  November  22,  1885.  He  was  a 
bright  and  cheerful  boy,  always  readj-  to  do  the  bidding  of 
his  parents,  and  was  greatly  loved  by  the  entire  family 
circle.  When  he  was  but  five  years  old  the  family  experi¬ 
enced  a  very  virulent  attack  of  diphtheria.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  suffered  severel3\  Little  Clifford  was 
not  able  to  withstand  the  ravages  of  this  dreaded  disease 
and  died  from  its  effects  on  May  2,  1889. 

The  Beeson  family  have  a  burial  plot  in  Poplar  Hill  Cem¬ 
etery  which  is  situated  one  mile  south  of  Vandalia,  Ohio. 
Here  the  parents  and  Clifford  and  Beatrice  Iro,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Howard  and  Birdie  Beeson,  are  buried. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  BRENTLINGER 

Mary  Elizabeth  Brentlinger  was  the  second  daughter  of 
Andrew  Lee  and  Ruth  Watt  Brentlinger.  She  was  born  on 
a  farm,  the  property  of  Samuel  Booher,  and  long  known  as 
the  “Fryback  Farm,”  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1846. 
Adjoining  this  farm  on  the  south  side  lies  the  “Inskeep 
Farm,”  which  later  was  purchased  by  Andrew  Brentlinger 
and  became  the  fixed  home  place  of  the  Brentlinger  family. 

Marv  Elizabeth  attended  school  and  received  all  her  edu- 
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cational  training  at  the  “Brown  School,”  which  was  one 
mile  north  of  the  home.  When  but  a  very  small  child  Mary 
Elizabeth’s  mother  was  called  from  earth  to  her  eternal 
home,  and  a  sister  of  Andrew’s  (Sarah)  came  to  care  for 
the  two  little  girls  left  motherless  at  a  very  tender  age. 
After  a  time  a  new  mother  came  into  that  home  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Ann  Eliza  Brentlinger,  nee  Polhamus.  The  second 
Mrs.  Brentlinger  became  a  true  mother  to  the  two  small 
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children  and  taught  and  reared  them  as  her  own.  These 
two  girls  of  the  Brentlinger  family  were  always  addressed 
as  Cordelia  Jane  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  being  the  use  of  the 
full  given  names;  while  the  other  girls  and  boys  were 
called  only  by  the  preferred  single  name  as  Caroline  or 
Thomas  and  not  as  Caroline  Louisa  or  Thomas  Jefferson. 
The  conclusion  is  that  this  was  done  as  a  mark  of  deference 
for  the  first  Mrs.  Brentlinger,  whose  practice  it  had  been 
to  thus  address  her  two  children.  Mary  Elizabeth,  as  a 
healthy,  active  one  of  the  family,  grew,  romped,  studied 
and  worked  with  the  other  children. 

Mary  Elizabeth  was  united  in  marriage  to  Andrew  David 
Erisman  on  August  4,  1870.  Mr.  Erisman  was  a  young 
man  of  the  same  neighborhood,  he  having  been  born  and 


5S 


GencaJocm  and  Biography 


having  lived  all  his  lifetime  near  the  Brentlinger  farm. 
After  a  short  “honej^moon”  in  Ohio,  this  resolute  young 
couple,  with  all  their  possessions  boarded  a  train  and 
started  for  the  then  western  prairie  lands  of  Missouri. 
Their  plans  included  a  stop  at  Carrolton,  Illinois,  where 
they  spent  a  week  with  the  family  of  Jacob  Erisman,  a 
brother  of  Andrew's.  This  brother  and  also  another,  Dan¬ 
iel  Erisman,  with  their  families  in  later  years  joined  the 
Andrew  Erisman  family  and  established  the  Erisman  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  Erisman  school  district  of  Linn  Township, 
Audrian  County,  Missouri. 

While  stopping  at  Carrolton,  Illinois,  the  Erismans  pur¬ 
chased  a  team  of  horses  and  a  covered  wagon,  “the  prairie 
schooner.”  Into  this  wagon  they  loaded  their  trunks,  boxes 
and  other  belongings  which  they  had  brought  from  Ohio, 
and  started  on  the  wagon  drive  for  Missouri.  Andrew,  be¬ 
fore  their  marriage,  had  selected  the  place  of  their  future 
home  and  purchased  an  eighty  acre  tract  of  land.  The  pur¬ 
chase  price  of  this  land  was  eight  dollars  per  acre.  The 
trip  from  Carrolton,  Illinois,  which  can  now  be  made  in  a 
short  day  bj^  automobile  or  motor  truck,  required  of  them, 
with  their  team  and  wagon,  six  days. 

The  road  was  then  but  a  mere  wagon  trail,  rough,  stony 
in  places  and  of  very  sticky  soil  when  wet.  As  they  slowly 
drove  through  the  broad  valley  of  the  Mississippi  River  the 
prairie  grass  that  grew  along  each  side  of  the  road  was  so 
tall  it  could  easily  have  been  tied  together  over  the  top  of 
their  wagon  cover.  On  the  first  night  out  from  Carrolton, 
Ill.,  they  were  given  shelter  in  the  home  of  a  family  whom 
they  soon  found  had  also  come  from  Ohio.  When  it  was 
learned  that  they  had  so  much  in  common,  and  were  so 
much  alike  in  their  future  expectations,  they  were  indeed 
very  much  delighted.  A  warmth  of  friendship  and  feelings 
of  good  will  were  awakened  that  never  were  forgotten. 
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On  the  second  night  out,  however,  they  were  not  so  for¬ 
tunate,  for  they  being  unable  to  find  any  other  place  to 
stay  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  their  wagon,  which  had,  how¬ 
ever,  been  anticipated.  Mary  Elizabeth,  then  as  now,  care¬ 
ful  and  provident,  would  not  keep  their  money  in  the  wagon, 
fearing  they  should  be  attacked  by  highway  robbers,  but 
hid  it  upon  the  ground  beneath  a  stake-and-ridered  rail 
fence. 

Their  journey  was  successfully  continued  day  after  day 
until  they  arrived  at  Mexico,  Missouri,  on  Saturday,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1870,  and  they  at  once  went  out  to  their  land 
which  is  about  six  miles  east  of  the  county  seat,  Mexico. 
They  secured  a  place  to  remain  over  the  Sabbath  at  a  neigh¬ 
bor’s  house  and  on  Monday  negotiated  with  a  farmer,  a 
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neighbor,  whose  home  was  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
away,  for  the  use  of  one  room  of  his  house  while  they  should 
build  a  home  of  their  own.  Their  building  work  required 
about  six  weeks  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  they  proudly 
took  possession  of  their  own  home,  a  frame  building  of  two 
rooms. 

With  unfaltering  courage  and  abounding  enthusiasm, 
Andrew  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman  thus  laid  the  founda¬ 
tions  for  a  home  and  a  business  in  this  new  and  fruitful 
country  which  has  been  blessed  with  happiness  and  plenty 
for  a  lifetime.  The  home  and  family  circle  has  been  main¬ 
tained  upon  the  same  spot  for  more  than  fifty-six  years, 
and  here  the  children,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  so  to  do,  gather 
annually  on  Christmas  Day. 

The  original  eighty  acre  farm  had  been  increased  from 
time  to  time  until  in  1892  it  consisted  of  four  hundred 
acres.  One  tract  of  this  land  known  as  “the  prairie”  did 
not  join  onto  the  other  land  and  for  that  reason  was  sold 
in  1902,  and  about  the  same  time  one  hundred  acres,  that 
did  join  it  were  purchased. 

Eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  came  to 
fill  and  brighten  this  home.  As  the  family  increased  in 
numbers  other  rooms  were  added  to  the  first  house,  and  as 
time  passed  and  the  family  grew  and  prospered,  plans  were 
made  for  a  larger  and  better  home.  In  1888  their  present 
commodious  and  up-to-date  home  of  nine  rooms  was  erected. 

Andrew  Brentlinger  (Brent)  Erisman,  the  oldest  of  their 
children,  was  born  on  May  8,  1871.  He  was  married  to 
Minnie  May  Painter,  who  was  born  on  October  13,  1875, 
and  unto  them  two  children  have  been  born,  Venitia  Lillie, 
December  5,  1896,  and  Floyd  Raymond,  November  30,  1905. 
Venitia  Lillie  was  married  to  Clayton  Watts  and  they  have 
a  son,  Harold  Erisman  Watts,  who  was  born  on  May  5,  1920. 

Christian  Wilson  Erisman,  their  second  son,  was  born  on 
December  5,  1872.  Christ,  as  he  is  called  bj^  every  one. 
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chose  Margaret  Jeanetta  Stauffer  to  be  his  life  companion. 
Margaret  was  born  on  January  9,  1878.  To  them  have  been 
born  a  daughter  and  a  son.  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  daughter, 
was  born  on  March  19,  1901,  and  married  Frank  Caldwell, 
born  June  27,  1896.  They  have  a  son,  Christian  William, 
who  was  born  on  February  14,  1925.  Lowell  Christian, 
their  son,  was  born  on  June  24,  1905,  and  at  this  time  lives 
with  his  parents  at  the  old  Stauffer  home. 

William  Sherman  Erisman,  the  third  son  of  Andrew  D. 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman,  was  born  on  November  9, 
1874.  He  has  never  married  but  resides  with  his  sister 
Emma,  and  their  mother  at  the  Erisman  homestead  and 
cares  for  his  own  and  his  mother’s  farms. 

Ida  Belle  Erisman,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman,  was  born  on  January  11,  1877. 
Her  husband  is  Jesse  Counsel  Painter.  Mr.  Painter  was 
born  on  May  3,  1878.  They  have  one  son,  Ralph  Forest, 
who  was  born  October  31,  1896.  Ralph  F.  married  Agnes 
Atkins,  who  was  born  September  28,  1901.  The  Painters 
have  also  a  daughter,  Olea  Frances,  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1900,  and  she  was  married  to  Frederick  Kohler,  born 
September  7,  1899.  They  have  one  daughter,  Helen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  born  November  27,  1920. 

Emma  May  Erisman,  the  second  daughter  and  fifth  child 
of  Andrew  D.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman,  was  born  on 
October  13,  1878.  She  has  never  permitted  her  name  to  be 
changed  but  has  remained  with  her  mother  and  brother  at 
the  old  home  place;  where  it  is  always  a  great  pleasure  to 
meet  them  and  enjoy  their  hospitality. 

Lillie  Dale  Erisman,  the  third  daughter,  was  born  March 
11,  1881.  She  is  now  Mrs.  George  Frederick  Leiheimer. 
Mr.  Leiheimer  was  born  on  June  12,  1885.  Their  family 
group  includes  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  George  Paul, 
the  oldest,  was  born  on  January  7,  1911.  Elizabeth  Louise 
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was  born  on  July  8,  1912,  William  How^ard  was  born  April 
25,  1914,  Frances  Helen  was  born  on  December  18,  1915, 
Edna  Irene  was  born  on  November  18,  1917,  and  Norma 
Kathryn  w^as  born  on  April  30,  1921. 

Sallie  Jane  Erisman,  the  fourth  daughter,  was  born  on 
April  16,  1883.  She  is  now  the  helpmate  of  her  husband, 
Bert  Warren  Miller,  who  was  born  on  April  6,  1881.  The 
family,  together  with  the  parents,  consists  of  Andrew 
Elw^ood,  who  was  born  on  March  6,  1906,  and  died  on  De¬ 
cember  4,  1923,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Gladys 
Louise  was  born  on  December  6,  1907,  Lawrence  Reavis 
was  born  on  December  14,  1910,  Ruth  Amy  was  born  on 
December  4,  1915,  Emma  Opal  was  born  on  August  21,  1917, 
and  Bertye  Violet  was  born  on  November  20,  1919. 

Frank  Erisman,  the  fourth  son  and  the  youngest  child 
of  Andrew  D.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman,  was  born  on 
July  3,  1885.  He  w^as  united  in  marriage  to  Erma  Irene 
Holbrook,  who  was  born  on  July  2,  1890.  Frank  and  Erma 
Irene  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Harold  Calvin  was  born  on  January  6,  1918, 
Paul  Eugene  and  Pauline  Irene  are  twins,  born  on  Januaiw 
24,  1920,  and  the  youngest  grandchild  of  the  Erismans  is 
Mildred  Ophelia.  She  was  born  on  September  22,  1922,  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  her  cousin  and  aunt  who  live  in  Ohio. 

The  children  of  Andrew  D.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman 
received  their  education  in  the  countr3^  school  house  at  the 
cross  roads  upon  the  Erisman  farm.  Andrew  had  been  a 
forceful  exponent  of  education  from  the  time  of  their  set¬ 
tlement  upon  the  farm.  The  school  is  known  by  ever\^  one 
as  the  “Erisman  School.” 

The^’^  all  possess  traits  of  character  attributable  to 
their  parents.  They  are  industrious,  honest,  patriotic  and 
devotional ;  many  of  them  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Benton  Cit3\  William  Sherman  Erisman  has  for 
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years  been  the  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath  school.  Sallie 
Jane  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  before  her  mar¬ 
riage.  They  are  neighborly  and  ever  ready  to  support  any 
movement  for  moral  uplift  and  community  betterment. 

The  four  sons  made  for  their  choice  in  life  the  business 
of  stock  raising  and  farming.  In  their  pursuit  in  these  lines 
they  have  made  commendable  improvement  and  expansion. 
They  own  large  farms  which  afford  them  acreage  for  farm¬ 
ing  and  pasture.  Upon  some  of  these  tracts  they  handle 
as  many  as  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  fifty  head  of 
hogs,  besides  a  goodly  number  of  sheep  and  horses.  They 
keep  stock  enough  to  at  all  times  consume  the  crops  of 
grain  and  hay  they  produce  and  large  quantities  of  grain 
and  other  feeds  which  they  purchase  in  the  markets  of 
Kansas  City,  Omaha  or  St.  Louis.  Their  brothers-in-law 
join  them  in  these  purchases  of  stock  and  provender  and 
also  in  the  marketing  of  the  fatted  stock.  They  are,  al¬ 
though  perhaps  almost  unconsciously,  successfully  operat¬ 
ing  a  community  co-operative  market  system.  Their  com¬ 
bined  stock  shipments  amount  to  an  approximate  average 
of  twelve  car  loads  per  year  of  cattle,  hogs,  sheep  and  wool. 

Three  of  the  daughters  married  farmers  and  stockmen, 
one  of  these,  Mr.  Jesse  C.  Painter,  after  farming  for  several 
years,  has  since  moved  into  the  city  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
and  has  become  a  proficient  machinist.  His  son,  Ralph,  is 
a  printer  by  occupation.  While  the  World  War  was  in  prog¬ 
ress  he  was  engaged  in  responsible  work  of  printing  for  the 
government.  The  Erisman  family  has  never  sought  public 
office.  The  father  was  for  twenty  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  his  Township  and  his  son,  Chris,  and 
son-in-law,  Bert  Miller,  are  now  members  of  that  board. 
Brent,  the  oldest  of  the  boys,  has  at  different  times  been 
engaged  in  other  work  than  farming.  For  a  time  he  was 
engaged  in  sawing  lumber  out  of  the  forests  of  Arkansas 
and  at  another  time  he  engaged  in  threshing  grain  in  the 
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states  of  North  and  South  Dakota.  He  yet  threshes  grain 
in  the  harvest  seasons  in  his  home  community.  Frank  has 
in  recent  years  resided  several  miles  south  of  Benton  City 
in  a  timbered  section  of  the  country.  He,  too,  has  cut  and 
marketed  some  oak  lumber. 

Andrew  D.  Erisman  had  a  definite  purpose  in  view  when 
he  and  his  young  bride  journeyed  from  Ohio  to  the  newer 
state  of  Missouri.  His  parents,  while  in  comfortable  cir¬ 
cumstances,  did  not  own  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and  Andrew  would 
have  been  obliged  to,  for  some  time  at  least,  depend  upon 
rented  or  leased  land  for  farming  purposes.  He  had  accu¬ 
mulated  enough  money  to  buy  an  eighty  acre  farm  in  the 
beautiful  prairie  land  of  Missouri  but  could  have  bought  but 
a  small  tract  in  Ohio.  So  when  in  years  later  as  he  reflected 
and  conversed  upon  his  choice  of  a  home  place  he  used  to 
frequently  say,  “he  came  to  the  west  because  he  did  not 
want  to  always  pay  the  landlord.” 

He  sought  an  active,  and  in  a  true  sense  an  independent 
life.  When  the  little  new  two-roomed  house  lifted  its  mod¬ 
est  gables  above  the  plains  the  country  was  new  and  very 
sparsely  populated.  Distance  and  unlimited  space  lent  en¬ 
chantment  to  the  scene.  Nor  was  life  uninteresting  or  pro¬ 
saic.  On  the  contrary  it  was  a  succession  of  thrills,  adven¬ 
tures  and  romances.  Andrew  was  sometimes  far  out  upon 
the  unfrequented  plains  following  the  slender  trails  of  roads 
in  disposing  of  their  surplus  products  and  in  purchasing 
supplies  and  fuel.  Upon  one  of  these  occasions  when  the 
day  was  dark  and  the  sun  behind  the  clouds,  he  became 
lost  upon  the  prairie.  Coming  to  a  dividing  point  in  the 
mere  trail  he  was  following,  he  sought  to  take  one  route 
while  his  horses  turned  toward  the  other.  He  hesitatingly 
gave  them  the  reins  and  they  in  due  time  brought  him 
safely  home. 

Andrew  used  to  take  pleasure  in  relating  to  his  neighbors 
and  friends  “that  he  has  always  been  very  glad  he  brought 
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his  cook  (his  wife)  from  Ohio,  with  him,  because  he  could 
never  have  found  her  equal  anywhere  else,  and  because  she 
could  bake  excellent  light  bread,  while  the  cooks  of  Mis¬ 
souri  baked  biscuits.” 

Andrew  and  Mary  Elizabeth  and  other  members  of  their 
family  have  made  numerous  visits  to  Ohio,  and  their  Ohio 
kindred  have  as  heartily  returned  those  visits  with  recip¬ 
rocal  pleasure.  The  one  all  important  occasion  of  this  kind 
was  when  the  entire  relationship  of  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Andrew  Brentlinger’s  family  in  Ohio,  and  with  some  of  the 
old  time  friends  of  the  Erisman  family  from  Ohio,  number¬ 
ing  about  sixty  persons  in  all,  descended  upon  the  Erismans 
en  mass.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  Erisman  folks  were  not 
taken  by  surprise  for  the  event  had  long  been  planned  and 
perfected;  but  it  is  also  candid  to  say  that  words  failed  to 
express  the  emotion  as  the  Buckeye  hosts  poured  out  of  the 
specially  chartered  coach  at  the  station  in  Benton  City  to 
meet  the  waiting  group  that  had  come  there  to  welcome 
them.  Ten  happy  days  were  spent  in  a  continuous  reunion 
until  the  visitors  boarded  their  awaiting  coach  for  their 
return  journey  to  Ohio. 

The  Erisman  family  circle  remained  a  happy  and  un¬ 
broken  one  for  thirty-nine  years.  Andrew,  the  head  of  the 
family,  was  the  first  to  be  called  to  that  great  beyond  from 
which  none  return.  His  death  occurred  in  1908.  Since 
then  the  sadness  of  death  has  come  upon  the  family  group 
but  twice.  The  family  burial  lot  is  a  beautiful  spot  in  the 
Benton  City  Cemetery,  Audrian  County,  Missouri. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  BRENTLINGER 

Thomas  Jefferson  Brentlinger,  the  eldest  son  of  Andrew 
Lee  Brentlinger  and  Anna  Eliza  (Polhamus)  Brentlinger, 
was  born  June  30th,  1849,  on  the  site  first  occupied  by  his 
parents  on  the  west  banks  of  the  Great  Miami  River,  two 


66 


Genealogy  and  Biography 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  BRENTLINGER,  REBECCA  JANE  BRENTLINGER 

AND  CHILDREN 

miles  southeast  of  Vandalia,  Ohio.  At  an  early  age  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  a  farm  on  the  National  High¬ 
way,  one  mile  east  of  Vandalia.  In  1862  the  family  moved 
to  the  Inskeep  farm  two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of 
Vandalia.  He  attended  school  at  the  old  Brown  school 
house  until  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then  at¬ 
tended  one  term  of  three  months  at  the  Vandalia  grade 
school.  His  father,  at  this  time,  gave  him  the  choice  of 
a  college  course,  a  commercial  opportunity  or  a  career  on 
the  farm.  Thomas  chose  the  latter. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  made  a  trip  to  Iowa 
to  visit  his  uncle,  Isaac  Compton  (whose  wife  was  Sarah 
Brentlinger)  and  to  observe  and  study  the  opportunities 
for  a  life  on  the  frontier  settlements.  The  low  price  of  land 
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in  the  west  coupled  with  the  growing  population,  led  him  to 
conclude  that  he  should  take  a  homestead  site,  which  he 
did,  five  miles  east  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Platte  River.  This  site  he  occupied  for  about  two 
years  during  which  time  he  had  a  varied  and  exciting  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  so-called  “wild  and  woolly  west.’'  Here  the 
native  tribe  of  Pawnee  Indians  held  sway  and  the  pioneer 
white  settlers,  of  whom  Thomas  was  one,  came  frequently 
in  contact  with  them.  They  were  supposedly  friendly  and 
peaceful  Indians,  but  they  were  not  to  be  greatly  trusted. 
Other  and  less  friendly  Indian  tribes  would  often  persuade 
the  Pawnees  to  join  in  their  resentment  of  the  encroach¬ 
ment  of  the  white  settlers.  This  brought  on  many  hostile 
conflicts  in  which  the  lives  of  both  the  red  men  and  the 
settlers  were  sacrificed.  The  federal  government  then  took 
a  hand  in  the  matter  and  General  Custer,  the  famous  Indian 
fighter,  was  brought  to  the  rescue.  Many  of  the  settlers 
were  provided  with  the  then  famous  Prussian  “Needle 
Guns”  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  one  of 
these  as  a  means  of  self-defense.  It  w^as  later  used  as  a 
means  of  securing  wild  game  then  so  necessary  for  suste¬ 
nance.  The  wild  game  consisted  of  deer,  antelope,  jack  rab¬ 
bits,  wild  geese,  partridges  and  occasionally  an  elk. 

While  the  frontier  life  had  many  attractions  and  much 
excitement,  yet  it  had  its  hardships  and  its  disappointments 
in  store  for  the  claim  taker.  The  winters  were  severe  and 
the  housing  conditions  far  from  good.  The  summers  were 
beset  with  the  destructive  grasshoppers  which  flew  over 
like  dense  clouds  darkening  the  day  and  obscuring  the  sun’s 
light.  When  they  settled  on  the  ground  it  was  only  a  few 
hours  until  the  fields  of  growing  crops,  of  whatever  kind, 
were  completely  destroyed.  The  disappointments  of  the 
older  settlers  and  their  discouraging  comments  caused 
Thomas  to  lose  faith  and  hope  in  this  wonderful  western 
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state.  So  he  disposed  of  his  claim  on  the  Platte  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa. 

Upon  his  return  to  Iowa  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Yount  family  and  in  the  year  1873  Thomas  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Rebecca  Jane  Yount,  whose  parents  had  moved  to 
Iowa  from  near  West  Milton,  Miami  County,  Ohio.  Their 
first  home  was  on  an  80-acre  farm  in  Tama  County,  Iowa, 
where  they  lived  for  about  six  years.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them:  Alice  Grace,  Howard  Grant,  William  Harry 
and  Frances  Angeline. 

While  Thomas  was  working  on  this  farm  mowing  blue- 
grass  one  very  hot  summer  afternoon  he  was  overcome  with 
the  heat  to  such  an  extent  that  his  health  was  seriously  in¬ 
jured  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  the  farm  and 
find  another  occupation.  So  he  moved  to  the  nearby  city 
of  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  and  exchanged  his  farm  for  city  prop- 
erty.  He  then  engaged  in  building  homes  in  this  city  and 
completed  a  large  number  of  them.  He  possessed  an  un¬ 
usual  skill  with  the  carpenter’s  tools  and  found  much  pleas¬ 
ure  in  this  work.  He  specialized  in  the  laying  of  mosaic 
floors  and  in  inlaid  woodwork  of  various  kinds,  and  his 
skill  in  this  art  could  scarcely  be  surpassed.  After  he  had 
passed  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten  years  he  completed 
a  beautiful  inlaid  cabinet  which  he  considered  his  master¬ 
piece  and  which  contains  some  two  thousand  pieces  of  wood 
well  matched  and  mated  in  color  and  design.  This  piece  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Grant,  at  Omaha,  Ne¬ 
braska. 

On  March  3d,  1893,  the  wife  of  this  pioneer  settler  of  the 
west,  after  a  severe  illness,  passed  away  and  the  tasks  and 
care  of  the  home  fell  to  the  eldest  daughter,  Alice  Grace, 
who  faithfully  filled  the  void  as  best  it  could  be  done. 

Some  years  later  Thomas  was  again  married  to  Mrs.  Hat¬ 
tie  C.  Guinn,  formerly  Miss  Ealy.  In  1911  they  were  so 
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attracted  by  the  brilliant  outlook  of  the  wheat-growing  sec¬ 
tion  of  Canada  that  they,  with  their  son,  William  Harry, 
moved  there  in  the  expectation  of  making  it  their  future 
home.  But  in  about  one  year  they  found  that  the  adventure 
would  not  be  satisfactory,  so  they  moved  back  to  their  re¬ 
spective  homes  in  Belle  Blaine  and  Omaha. 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  BRENTLINGER,  HATTIE  C.  BRENTLINGER 


Here  Thomas  and  Hattie  lived  quietly  and  happily,  mak¬ 
ing  several  visits  to  the  children  in  Omaha  and  to  the  old 
home  back  in  Ohio.  But  the  Death  Angel  again  visited  the 
home  and  Hattie  was  taken  away,  and  since  then  he  has 
preferred  to  live  alone  in  his  cosy  cottage:  with  his  hives 
of  bees,  his  selected  chickens,  his  little  garden  and  his  kind 
friends  around  him.  His  grand  children  are  daily  callers. 
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and  thus  he  spends  the  happy  days  beyond  the  allotted 
three  score  and  ten  years  in  his  little  home  on  Tenth  Ave., 
Belle  Plaine,  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  at  which  he  is  a  faithful  attendant  and  worshiper. 

Howard  Grant  Brentlinger  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Alice 
Grace  Brentlinger  and  Howard  Grant  Brentlinger,  twins, 
were  born  on  a  small  farm  in  Tama  County,  Iowa,  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1874.  This  started  the  Thomas  J.  Brentlinger  family. 
They  grew  not  so  large  but  strong  and  healthy.  Their  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Belle  Plaine  in  four  years,  1878  or  1879.  They 
attended  public  school  there  and  grew  to  be  man  and  woman 
— ^Howard  Grant  having  worked  for  the  railroad  first,  then 
in  the  laundry  business. 

In  1896  Howard  Grant  was  married  to  Miss  Georgia  Ber¬ 
ger,  born  and  raised  in  Belle  Plaine.  They  knew  each  other 
from  childhood;  today  they  still  travel  in  peace. 

Dorothy  Louise — Born  June  11,  1898. 

Edward  Howard- — Born  August  5,  1899. 

Harry  James — Born  September  13,  1900. 

Ralph  Fisher — ^Born  February  3,  1904. 

Frances  Marie-— Born  September  20,  1915. 

In  1900  he  decided  to  start  farther  west  where  his  father 
started  and  left.  So  he  started  his  schooner  west  and  got 
across  the  big  muddy  Missouri  and  saw  that  great  city  of 
the  west,  the  Golden  Gate  of  the  west — Omaha.  He  de¬ 
cided  to  start  right  here,  for  he  thought  he  was  near  to  the 
Indians  then.  He  started  here  to  follow  his  father’s  foot¬ 
steps  in  the  carpentry  business  and  is  at  it  today,  right 
where  he  started  twenty-six  years  ago.  He  has  always 
worked  for  the  other  fellow,  and  is  a  sound  advocate  of  “Pay 
for  what  you  do,  an  honest  day  and  honest  pay.”  Eight 
hours  is  plenty  for  any  man,  big  or  small,  and  he  has  had  a 
Union  card  for  twenty-five  years. 

In  1903  they  took  a  trip  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  owing 
to  a  strike  in  Omaha.  They  stayed  there  fourteen  months. 
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Then  Ralph  Fisher  was  born,  February  3,  1904.  He  then 
came  back  to  Omaha  to  stay  and  began  to  grow  with  the 
city  of  about  150,000  people.  He  stayed  right  by  his  trade 
and  the  family  grew  big,  too,  as  all  these  boys  are  150 
pounders. 

In  1907  he  had  gotten  far  enough  along  financially  to 
build  an  eight-room  all  modern  house.  In  1914  he  traded 
it  for  a  ten  acre  fruit  farm  and  stayed  on  it  through  the 
World  War.  On  this  little  farm  Frances  Marie  was  born 
September  20,  1915.  Nebraska  was  not  a  good  fruit  state 
so  the  farm  was  sold,  and  back  to  Omaha  again,  the  farm 
being  just  outside  of  Omaha.  He  then  bought  a  large  eight- 
room  house  right  in  Omaha,  street  cars  on  three  sides,  and 
is  still  “driving  nails”  to  build  up  the  Golden  Gate  City. 

None  of  their  boys  ever  tried  the  carpenter  work.  Dor¬ 
othy  L.,  in  fact  all  the  children,  went  to  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  grades  in  school.  Dorothy  studied  music  and  can 
play  the  most  difficult  music,  does  office  work,  teaches 
music  and  is  a  real  Sunday  School  worker.  They  all  belong 
to  the  Baptist  Church.  Dorothy  is  still  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

Edward  Howard  is  in  the  wholesale  electric  house.  He 
has  been  with  the  Midwest  Electric  Company  seven  years-— 
is  the  oldest  man  with  that  company.  He  is  married  and 
has  a  boy  twenty  months  old,  a  real  Brentlinger,  too,  and 
on  April  26,  1926,  a  fine  girl  was  born. 

Harry  James  started  in  the  wholesale  hardware  business 
and  stayed  at  it  for  five  years.  He  then  went  into  the  bak¬ 
ing  business.  He  is  the  oldest  man  on  the  job,  too.  He  is 
still  passing  out  “Nebraska  wheat,  ready  to  eat.” 

Ralph  Fisher  is  a  real  honest-to-goodness  truck  man.  Is 
handling  part  of  his  dad’s  lumber.  He  can  handle  any  old 
truck  that  will  run,  and  is  the  oldest  man  with  the  com¬ 
pany.  You  see  all  of  these  Brentlingers  out  in  this  western 
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country  are  stayers — the  grandfather  was  a  stayer  and 

their  father  is  a  staver  also. 

«/ 

Last,  but  not  least,  is  Frances  Marie,  she  is  a  school  girl 
and  expects  to  finish  her  schooling  in  Omaha. 

All  the  boys  could  pass  perfect  examinations  for  the 
World  War  but  were  too  young,  and  their  father  was  too 
old.  He  went  to  Rockford,  Ill.,  during  the  war  and  worked 
on  the  Cantonments  there,  also  at  Omaha. 

Alice  Grace  (Brentlinger)  Ridenour  was  born  on  a  little 
farm  in  Tama  County,  Elberon,  Iowa,  September  6,  1874. 
She  was  one  of  twins,  a  boj^  and  a  girl,  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thos.  J.  Brentlinger.  The  names  given  these 
twins  were  Alice  Grace  and  Howard  Grant,  they  being 
named  by  their  grandmother  Brentlinger. 

Here  the  family  lived  on  the  farm  for  about  six  years, 
when  they  moved  to  Belle  Blaine.  Their  school  days  were 
spent  in  the  Belle  Blaine  public  schools  with  their  other 
brother  and  sister,  Harry  and  Angeline. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Grace  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Belle  Blaine.  During  the  twins’  nineteenth  year 
their  mother  passed  away,  leaving  Grace  in  care  of  the 
home.  Here  she  stayed  for  three  years,  caring  for  her 
brothers  and  sister  in  a  loving  way  until  in  the  winter  of 
1896,  February  26,  she  was  married  to  her  schoolmate, 
Cyrus  C.  Ridenour,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Ridenour,  Sr., 
very  well-to-do  farmers  living  in  Iowa  County. 

At  this  time  Cyrus  was  a  mechanic  in  the  local  Round 
House,  from  which  place  he  has  worked  to  the  office  of 
General  Manager  of  the  Belle  Blaine  shops. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Ridenour  were  born  nine  children ; 
namely,  Mary  Grace  (Mrs.  Stanley  M.  Cronbaugh),  Nelle 
Elizabeth  (deceased),  Carrie  Viola  (Mrs.  Hill  L.  Cameron), 
Cyrus  Charles  HI,  electrician  of  the  Iowa  Railway  Light 
Companj^  Thomas  Calvin,  high  school  graduate,  Alice  Jean¬ 
ette,  high  school  graduate,  Ruth  Angeline,  school  girl. 
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James  Emerson,  school  boy,  Gayle  Mardelle  (deceased). 
These  children  were  all  very  bright  and  were  educated  in 
the  Belle  Plaine  public  schools.  After  the  graduation  of 
Mary,  she  became  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Watkins  and 
Clutier.  Since  her  marriage  to  Stanley  Cronbaugh,  of 
Kozta,  Iowa,  she  has  lived  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where 
she  was  very  prominent  in  social  circles  and  affiliated  with 
the  P.  T.  A.,  of  which  she  was  local  secretary.  Her  family 
consists  of  two  boys,  Wayne  Junior  and  Donald  Lee.  At 
this  time,  (July,  1926)  they  are  enroute  to  their  new  home 
in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Calvin,  the 
party  making  the  trip  by  auto. 

After  the  graduation  of  Nelle  Elizabeth  from  high  school 
and  from  the  Cedar  Rapids  Business  College,  she  left  for 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  she  was  employed  in  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  for  some  time.  She  became  a  student 
at  George  Washington  University,  which  she  attended  for 
two  years,  later  taking  a  year  at  Ganzaga  College.  Being 
offered  a  position  in  the  Capital  Building,  after  completing 
her  school  work,  she  became  private  secretary  to  Senator 
Townsend  of  Michigan.  While  life  was  the  brightest  and 
most  interesting,  she  was  taken  ill  and  brought  home  to 
Belle  Plaine,  where  she  was  an  invalid  for  two  years,  dying 
November  1,  1923. 

Carrie  Viola,  after  graduating  from  High  School  became 
a  rural  teacher  in  the  Luzerne  schools,  later  taking  a  busi¬ 
ness  course  and  becoming  secretary  to  Rev.  Tipton,  Congre¬ 
gational  minister.  She  was  married  to  Hill  L.  Cameron,  of 
Belle  Plaine,  a  machinist  in  the  local  shops.  To  them  were 
born  Marjorie  Elizabeth  and  James  Russell.  For  a  time 
the  family  lived  in  Cedar  Rapids  but  are  now  residents  of 
Ashland,  Wise. 

Cyrus  Charles  HI  became  a  student  at  Coyne  Electrical 
School,  Chicago,  Ill.,  after  his  graduation  from  high  school. 
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After  coming  home,  he  was  employed  by  the  Iowa  Railway 
&  Light  company,  where  he  is  now  holding  a  very  reliable 
position.  Thomas,  just  a  graduate  from  high  school  this 
June,  is  accompanying  his  sister  and  brother-in-law  to  Pasa¬ 
dena. 

Alice  Jeanette,  also  a  graduate  of  high  school  this  June, 
is  entering  nurses  training  at  St.  Lukes’  Hospital,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  where  she  will  complete  a  three-year  course. 
Both  Tom  and  Alice  were  very  popular  in  high  school,  Tom 
as  a  football  and  basketball  star  and  Alice  in  Dramatics  and 
other  general  activities  of  high  school. 

Ruth  Angeline,  an  eighth  grader  this  year,  is  very  ac¬ 
complished  in  piano,  violin,  orchestra,  and  aesthetic  dancing. 

James  Emerson,  just  a  regular,  typical  boy,  is  a  sixth 
grader  this  year,  with  lots  of  ambitions  and  dreams  of  being 
a  great  athlete  and  mechanic. 

Gayle  Mardell  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  months. 

William  Harry  Brentlinger  was  born  at  Elberon,  Tama 
County,  Iowa,  February  2,  1878.  A  year  later  his  parents, 
Thomas  J.  and  Rebecca  Jane  Brentlinger,  moved  to  Belle 
Plaine,  Iowa.  Here  he  attended  the  public  schools,  a  happy 
youth  with  great  sunshine  in  his  life.  But  at  the  age  of 
ten  years  a  great  change  came  into  his  life,  as  the  death 
angel  visited  this  home  and  took  away  his  mother,  March 
3,  1893. 

Soon  after  this  sad  loss  Harry  (as  he  was  always  called) 
found  employment  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  had  learned  both 
the  carpenter’s  and  baker’s  trade  and  his  skill  was  always 
in  demand.  Here,  also,  he  met  his  mate,  and  on  January 
20,  1903,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Freida  Stolk,  of  Casey, 
Iowa.  Two  years  later  a  daughter,  Mildred  Leona,  was 
born. 

Not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  opportunities  which  Cedar 
Rapids  offered,  Harry  was  attracted  to  the  larger  city  of 
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Omaha,  Neb.,  to  which  he  moved  with  his  little  family.  It 
was  here  that  a  second  daughter,  Harriet  Betty,  was  born 
on  October  3,  1910. 

Adventure  and  change  were  prepossessing  elements  in 
his  life  and  again  Harry  made  a  move— this  time  to  Canada, 
in  1911.  But  Canada  was  quite  different  with  its  short  sum¬ 
mer  and  long  cold  winter  with  a  temperature  50  or  more 
degrees  below  zero  at  times.  The  ties  of  friendship  back 
in  Omaha  were  also  alluring,  so  the  following  year,  1912, 
the  move  was  made  back  to  that  city,  to  forsake  it  no  more. 
Here  a  son  was  born,  named  George  William. 

A  few  years  later  the  wife  and  mother  was  afflicted  with 
that  dreaded  ailment — Gall  Stone — and  after  a  short  but 
severe  illness  in  which  an  operation  was  found  necessary, 
this  loved  one  passed  to  her  rest,  on  June  23,  1919. 

From  this  time  on  a  decided  change  and  firm  resolve 
came  into  the  life  and  mind  of  William  Harry  Brentlinger. 
He  was  now  thoroughly  converted  to  Christ  and  decided  to 
live  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a  service  for  his  Master. 
His  work  is  evangelical  and  has  resulted  in  a  goodly  number 
of  souls  being  directed  to  their  personal  Savior. 

He  is  of  the  Baptist  faith  and  resides  at  this  time  at  390 
North  Forty-first  Street,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Frances  Angeline  Brentlinger  was  born  November  21, 
1879,  on  a  farm  near  Elberon,  Tama  County,  Iowa,  and  is 
the  youngest  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Brentlinger  and 
Rebecca  Jane  (Yount)  Brentlinger.  She  entered  the  public 
schools  of  Belle  Blaine,  Iowa,  after  her  parents  moved  to 
that  city,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  She  was  her  father’s  housekeeper  for  near 
three  years,  her  mother  having  died  several  years  before 
and  her  elder  sister  having  married.  She  next  attended 
Commercial  School  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  thus  quali¬ 
fied  herself  for  office  work  and  business  management.  For 
several  years  she  had  the  office  management  at  Cedar 
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Rapids,  for  the  International  Correspondence  School  and 
later  was  promoted  to  a  position  in  the  Chicago  office  of 
that  school.  A  few  years  thereafter  she  accepted  a  position 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  and  went  to  that  city. 

While  in  Chicago  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Snedden,  who  also  went  to  Los  Angeles  and  they 
were  there  united  in  marriage.  Mr.  Snedden  is  a  machinist 
and  a  manufacturer  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  making 
of  special  automobile  parts  and  equipment. 

One  child  has  been  born  to  them  which  died  in  infancy. 

At  this  time  they  reside  at  1549  North  Kenmore  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif. 

CAROLINE  LOUISE  BRENTLINGER 

Caroline  Louise  Brentlinger,  the  third  child  of  Andrew 
and  Ann  Eliza  Brentlinger,  was  born  March  6,  1851,  on  what 
was  then  known  as  the  Fryback  farm  near  the  present  site 
of  the  Taylorsville  dam.  At  the  age  of  one  year  she  moved 
with  her  parents  to  their  own  farm  about  a  mile  east  of 
Vandalia,  Ohio.  Here  the  family  lived  in  a  small  house, 
much  like  the  present  bungalow  style.  In  order  to  reach 
the  second  story,  they  had  to  use  a  ladder,  placed  outside 
to  the  windows. 

When  Caroline  w^as  four  years  old,  life  took  on  an  air  of 
great  importance  when  her  father  began  the  building  of 
the  fine  brick  house  which  may  be  seen  standing  on  the 
farm  at  the  present  time. 

From  this  place,  six  months  out  of  each  year,  plodding 
through  mud  roads,  a  great  deal  of  the  time,  and  being  com¬ 
pelled  frequently  to  walk  on  the  fences,  to  avoid  the  almost 
impassable  roads,  she  attended  the  Brown  school  which  was 
located  about  a  mile  south  of  the  home.  These  months, 
how^ever,  were  very  bright  spots  in  the  young  girl’s  life  for 
she  loved  school  and  her  studies  and  always  stood  high  in 
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scholarship.  She  hoped  some  day  to  become  a  teacher  but 
owing  to  the  pressing  needs  at  home,  this  desire  was  never 
fulfilled. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  the  family  moved  again,  to  the  Ins- 
keep  farm  which  is  located  across  the  river  from  Taylors¬ 
ville.  This  was  just  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  and  Caro¬ 
line’s  greatest  interest  was  then  in  watching  the  course  of 
events  at  the  battlefront. 

From  this  home  she  continued  to  attend  Brown  school 
until  she  was  almost  nineteen  years  of  age. 

On  March  2,  1871,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  B. 
Patton,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of  that  river 
valley. 

They  began  their  life  together  on  his  Grandfather  Bates’ 
farm  at  Taylorsville.  Here  they  lived  for  eight  years,  then 
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moved  to  the  Grimes  farm,  on  the  Old  Troy  Pike.  They 
then  bought  a  farm  in  Clark  County,  where,  with  their  three 
children  then  living,  they  moved  in  the  spring  of  1881. 
They  had  lost  two  children,  Harry,  at  the  age  of  two  weeks, 
and  Laura,  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

On  this  farm  in  Clark  County,  Caroline  lived  with  her 
husband  for  twenty-six  years.  Their  life  here  was  one  of 
very  great  joy  and  also  of  very  great  sorrow  at  times.  For 
while  the  Angel  of  Life  came  many  times  bringing  the  little 
ones  to  brighten  their  lives,  the  Angel  of  Death,  too,  came 
and  darkened  their  threshold  too  often.  Nine  more  children 
were  born  here,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  grow  up  and  two 
died;  Andrew,  aged  18  months,  and  Lizzie,  who  lived 
through  five  long  years  of  suffering,  and  finally  was  taken 
away  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 

A  happier  family  might  never  be  found  than  this  Patton 
family  and  their  life  together  on  this  farm,  isolated  almost 
from  other  children  and  outside  interests  is  still  to  the  liv¬ 
ing  members  of  the  family  a  source  of  constant  joy  and  in¬ 
spiration.  Here  they  were  taught  that  labor  is  in  no  wise 
degrading,  and  they  took  great  pride  in  accomplishing  the 
every  day  tasks  about  a  farm.  Here,  too,  through  regular 
attendance  at  Sunday  School  and  Church  at  Emery  Chapel, 
there  was  instilled  into  them  the  great  spiritual  truths,  the 
influence  of  which  they  still  feel  in  their  daily  lives. 

In  the  spring  of  1905,  this  farm  was  sold  and  the  family 
moved  to  a  large  farm  eight  miles  north  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  on  the  Urbana  Pike,  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
husband  and  father  was  not  physically  able  to  stand  such 
strenuous  farm  work,  so  this  farm  was  sold  and  they  moved 
to  a  small  home  place  near  Eagle  City.  Here  Caroline’s  life 
was  spent  in  doing  for  her  family  and  looking  after  the  sick. 
It  was  here  that  Grandmother  Patton,  who  had  made  her 
home  with  the  family  for  thirty-six  years,  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  91  years.  One  daughter,  Alice,  too,  who  suffered 
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for  almost  three  years,  died  at  this  home.  A  great  part  of 
Caroline’s  life  here  was  spent  in  caring  for  her  husband, 
whose  health  failed  rapidly  until  his  death  on  March  1,  1918. 

It  was  during  this  terrible  winter  that  she  showed  her 
courage  and  strength  of  will.  The  children  remaining 
single,  consisted  now  of  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
Walter,  the  son,  was  in  France  doing  army  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work 
and  two  daughters,  Nelle  and  Ruth  were  absent  from  home, 
teaching  school.  The  mother  and  daughter  Jeannette  were 
left  at  home  to  look  after  the  stock,  do  the  chores  and  care 
for  the  sick  father.  So  carefully  did  the  mother  watch  over 
and  with  such  untiring  efforts  did  she  seek  to  make  him 
comfortable  that  after  his  death  in  March,  she  suffered  so 
intensely  from  the  strain  that  she  was  unable  to  walk  for 
a  month.  She  then  sold  her  home  at  Eagle  City  and  moved 
to  Springfield,  where  she  lived  first  on  Grand  Avenue  and 
later  at  506  E.  Cassilly  Street,  where  at  the  age  of  75  she  is 
still  living,  taking  an  active  interest  and  part  in  the  affairs 
of  her  family  and  still  striving,  as  she  has  always  done,  to 
make  the  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  John  B.  Patton  was  a 
soldier  in  both  the  regular  army  and  in  the  Civil  War.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  was  always  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  comrades’  welfare. 

William  Bates  Patton,  son  of  John  Bates  and  Caroline  L. 
Patton,  was  born  near  Taylorsville,  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  January  29,  1872.  He  attended  Shearer  School  in 
Wayne  Township  for  two  years.  When  he  was  eight  years 
old  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Clark  County,  living  on  a 
farm  eight  miles  south  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  Greene 
Township.  His  life  on  the  farm  was  not  unlike  the  average 
country  boy  of  his  time,  getting  up  early  for  chores  and  as 
he  expressed  it,  ‘‘Warming  my  feet  on  the  ground  where  the 
cows  had  lain  all  night,”  walking  over  mud  roads  to  Pea¬ 
cock  School,  where  he  attended  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
old. 
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In  January,  1887,  he  entered  the  Preparatory  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Antioch  College  at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  studying 
there  until  he  reached  his  senior  year.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Star  Literary  Society  and  he  there  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  literary  work  to  which  he  devoted  much  of  his 
time  all  his  life. 

He  was  business  manager  of  the  college  paper,  ‘The 
Antiochian,”  and  business  manager  of  the  baseball  team. 

His  work  to  obtain  money  for  his  education  was  of  a 
varied  nature,  from  the  ringing  of  the  bell  in  the  Historic 
Towers  of  Old  Antioch  calling  the  students  from  their 
slumbers,  to  their  meals  and  classes,  and  thus  on  through 
the  day  to  the  building  of  the  furnace  fires  in  the  basement 
of  the  President’s  house. 

In  the  summer  of  1894  he  decided  to  teach  a  year  in  order 
that  he  might  soon  begin  his  medical  course  which  had  been 
his  ambition  from  childhood.  He  taught  the  year  of  1894 
and  1895  in  the  Ireland  School  in  Greene  County,  and  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1895,  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  University,  now  a 
part  of  the  Ohio  State  University  Medical  Department.  He 
was  assistant  editor  of  the  college  paper,  “The  Phagocyte.” 

He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  faithful  workers  in  the 
0.  M.  U.,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

During  the  summer  months  he  studied  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Reed  L.  Bell,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  graduated  in 
March,  1898,  ranking  first  in  a  class  of  ninety.  As  an 
honor  student  he  received  the  appointment  of  Resident  Phy¬ 
sician  in  the  Protestant,  now  White  Cross  Hospital,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  where  he  served  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of 
this  service  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  locating  in  the  Murphy  Building,  southeast  corner  of 
Limestone  and  High  Streets,  in  March,  1899. 

While  a  student  at  Antioch  he  met  Miss  Catherine  E. 
Green,  of  Raymond,  Union  County,  Ohio,  and  on  September 
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28,  1899,  at  her  country  home  ‘‘Green  Ridge,”  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  few  near  relatives  and  friends  they  were  married 
by  Rev.  Frank  H.  Peters,  pastor  of  the  Raymond  Christian 
Church. 

They  came  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  to  them  were  born 
four  children;  Helen  G.,  Dorothy  Bell,  John  Stuart  and  Wil¬ 
liam  B.,  Jr. 

As  a  practising  physician  he  lived  up  to  the  highest 
ethical  standards  of  his  profession.  He  found  the  greatest 
appeal  in  preventative  medicine  and  his  work  among  the 
children  at  the  county  children’s  home,  covering  a  period 
of  over  fifteen  years,  until  his  death,  produced  marked  re¬ 
sults.  He  was  also  physician  for  the  Ohio  Knights  of 
Pythias  Home  for  the  Aged  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
the  first  physician  in  Clark  County  to  make  the  Shick  and 
Dick  tests  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  first  to 
give  the  toxin  anti  toxin  for  the  immunization  from  the 
same  diseases. 

As  assistant  on  the  surgical  staff  at  the  Old  City  Hospi¬ 
tal  he  realized  the  inadequacy  of  the  institution  and  he 
worked  untiringly  for  the  bond  issue  for  the  new  hospital, 
speaking  before  public  gatherings  and  pleading  with  the 
people  as  he  did  later  for  the  new  tuberculosis  hospital 
which  has  just  been  completed.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
live  to  see  the  culmination  of  this  ideal. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  new  City  Hospital, 
most  of  the  time  acting  as  chief  of  the  Medical  Department, 
and  this  tribute  from  a  ward  patient  will  attest  to  his  real 
service:  To  the  Editor  of  The  News:  “The  death  of  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Patton,  M.  D.,  calls  afresh  to  the  mind  the  good 
deeds  which  the  members  of  the  medical  fraternity  per¬ 
form  as  an  every  day  ungrudged  service  for  mankind.  It 
is  taken  by  them  as  a  part  of  the  routine  and  is  generally 
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accepted  by  the  laymen  and  even  directly  by  those  bene¬ 
fited  as  the  to-be  expected  medics  attitude.  Take  Dr. 
Patton,  whose  recent  and  unlooked  for  death  has  shocked 
the  community  and  called  out  widespread  expression  of  sor¬ 
row,  as  an  example  of  the  self-abnegation  of  the  true  physi¬ 
cian  and  surgeon.  The  wards  of  the  City  Hospital  knew  his 
gentleness  and  his  consideration  and  benefited  by  his  skill. 
To  him  it  mattered  not  that  many  of  these  men  and  women 
and  children  were  “free  patients.”  As  he  went  the  daily 
rounds  he  gave  generously  of  his  skill,  his  encouragement, 
his  active  help.  This  he  did  through  years  as  a  part  of  the 
days’  routine  as  a  member  of  the  medical  staff.  Out  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Hospital  they  knew  him  in  the  same  friendly 
guise.  In  his  private  practice  he  was  a  friend  and  counselor 
as  well  as  a  healer  of  ailing  bodies.  He  radiated  optimism, 
sought  to  make  the  world  a  better  place  and  believed  it  was 
growing  better.  It  is,  because  he  and  his  kind  are  making 
it  a  kindlier  place.  With  his  passing  on,  the  world  is  left 
the  poorer  by  the  absence  of  his  physical  presence,  but  the 
spirit  of  the  community  is  enriched  by  his  having  once  been 
a  part  of  it.” — ^July  28,  1925., 

Dr.  Patton  regretted  the  fact  that  he  was  past  the  age  for 
entering  the  active  medical  service  in  the  World  War  and 
when  through  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Medical 
Board  he  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  the  ap¬ 
pointment  on  the  conscription  board  of  Clark  County  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  men  for  military  service,  he  threw  him¬ 
self  into  the  work  with  his  usual  untiring  energy,  and  Clark 
County  could  well  be  proud  of  the  small  number  of  men 
who  were  rejected  by  the  higher  boards  after  having  been 
passed  by  the  local  examining  staff  and  board.  With  the 
exhausting  cares  of  the  Draft  Board  work,  studying  at 
night  the  ever  changing  rules  and  regulations,  he  carried  on 
his  own  practice,  and  when  the  epidemic  of  the  “Flu”  swept 
the  country  he  worked  day  and  night  with  very  little  rest. 
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He  never  recovered  from  the  strain  upon  his  vitality,  as  the 
trouble  that  later  caused  his  death  began  about  this  time. 
He  was  a  member  of  Clark  County  Medical,  The  Ohio  State 
and  The  American  Medical  Associations.  He  served  as 
President  of  the  Clark  County  Medical  Association  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislative  Committee  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

He  was  President  of  the  Second  Councilor  District  of  the 
State  Medical,  which  is  composed  of  eight  counties,  and  later 
represented  Clark  County  on  the  program  committee  which 
arranged  the  programs  for  the  Post  Graduate  course  which 
is  held  in  October  each  year  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Con¬ 
gregation  at  Emery  Chapel  on  the  Yellow  Springs  Pike  and 
later  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Central  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  was  active  in 
church  affairs,  serving  on  the  official  board  and  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Finance  and  Music  Committees. 

He  was  especially  interested  in  civic  affairs,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  twenty  years 
and  chairman  of  the  Physical  Department  and  the  Sunday 
afternoon  men’s  meeting  committee. 

He  was  a  member  of  Clark  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
Moncrieffe  K.  of  P.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Literary  Club,  before  which  organization  he  read  many 
papers  on  topics  of  the  day  prepared  after  painstaking  re¬ 
search  into  the  subject  matter  and  great  care  in  preparing 
the  same  for  presentation. 

He  was  the  examining  physician  for  the  Prudential  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  for  twenty-six  years. 

One  of  his  civic  activities  for  which  he  was  probably  as 
well  known  as  he  was  as  a  physician  was  his  work  in  the 
Clark  County  Dry  Enforcement  League,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  a  former  chairman.  For  several  years 
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and  until  his  death  he  was  chairman  of  the  active  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  of  the  League  which  kept  up  its  work  after 
the  county  went  dry.  His  work  in  this  organization  made 
him  recognized  generally  as  the  leader  of  the  dry  workers 
in  Clark  County  and  the  American  Issue  of  August  14,  1925, 
spoke  of  his  loyalty  and  zeal  in  the  dry  cause  in  terms  of 
the  highest  commendation  and  appreciation. 

He  took  two  Post  Graduate  Courses  of  one  month  each  in 
the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University,  one  course  being 
under  Dr.  Richard  Cabot.  As  a  result  of  this  course  he 
organized  the  Cabot  Study  Club  which  met  every  week  and 
became  one  of  his  main  interests,  as  intensive  study  was 
made  of  the  case  records  of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

He  had  been  in  ill  health  for  several  months  and  yet  he 
never  lost  but  two  days  from  his  practice.  On  July  5,  1925, 
he  left  with  his  family  for  their  annual  vacation  in  a  cot¬ 
tage  at  Harbor  View,  Ohio,  on  Lake  Erie,  where  he  hoped 
by  a  complete  rest  to  gain  back  his  lost  strength,  but  on  the 
fifteenth  he  was  taken  seriously  ill  and  died  on  the  twenty- 
fourth.  He  was  brought  back  to  his  home,  464  E.  Cassilly 
Street,  Springfield,  Ohio.  The  funeral  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Hoffman,  minister  of  Central  M.  E. 
Church,  on  July  27,  1925,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  beauti¬ 
ful  Ferncliff. 

A  patient  paid  this  tribute  to  his  life  of  service: 

“Dr.  Patton  has  not  lived  many  years  as  numbers  go,  and 
yet  in  service  and  accomplishments  he  has  lived  many 
years.” 

Helen  G.  Patton  Norton  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio, 
August  17,  1900.  As  the  grandparents,  on  both  sides  of  the 
family,  lived  in  the  country  she  had  the  rare  privilege  denied 
most  city  children  of  spending  most  of  her  summers  on  the 
farms  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  the  country. 
The  children’s  especial  delight  was  an  old  pony  called  “Bob,” 
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whom  the  children  of  the  preceding  generation,  on  the  ma¬ 
ternal  side,  had  broken  and  ridden  and  driven  in  their  child¬ 
hood  days. 

She  attended  the  Springfield  Public  Schools  from  kinder¬ 
garten  through  until  she  graduated  in  June,  1918. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Star  and  Crescent  Literary  So¬ 
ciety  and  active  in  the  Friendship  Club,  the  High  School  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  She  was  privileged  to  attend 
the  setting  up  conferences  of  the  local  organization  and  a 
District  meeting  held  in  Toledo.  She  was  active  in  the 
athletic  events,  playing  on  the  basketball  team. 

In  September  she  entered  Wittenberg  College,  where  she 
attended  one  year.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Girls’  Glee 
Club. 

In  September,  1919,  she  entered  Miami  University,  at 
Oxford,  Ohio,  and  spent  a  year  there,  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  Delta  Sigma  Epsilon  Sorority. 

Later  she  decided  to  take  a  nurses’  training  course  and 
began  her  work  in  Christ  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1921.  Having  had  a  perfect  record  of  attendance, 
she  left  the  hospital  in  May,  two  weeks  after  her  gradua¬ 
tion,  having  been  given  three  months  credit  toward  her  time 
in  the  hospital  for  the  college  work  she  had  done.  She  was 
president  of  her  class  both  her  Junior  and  Senior  years.  The 
next  ten  months  were  spent  nursing.  Part  of  this  time  was 
spent  as  special  nurse  in  Christ  Hospital  and  part  in  private 
practise  with  a  short  time  as  assistant  surgical  nurse  in 
Bartholomew  County  Hospital,  Columbus,  Indiana.  While 
in  Christ  Hospital  she  met  Harold  J.  Norton,  who  was  a 
student  in  medicine  in  the  University  of  Cincinnati  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1924,  and  to  whom  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  April  27,  1925.  They  live  in  Columbus,  Indiana, 
where  he  is  a  practising  physician.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  She  and  her 
husband  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Columbus, 
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Indiana.  A  daughter,  Patrica  Ann,  was  born  December  18, 
1926. 

Dorothy  Bell  Patton  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  June 
6,  1903. 

She  also  had  a  happj^  childhood  on  the  farms  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  time,  and  received  her  education  in  the  Public  Schools 
of  Springfield,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1921. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Star  and  Crescent  Literary  So¬ 
ciety  and  active  in  athletic  efforts,  playing  on  the  basket¬ 
ball  team.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Friendship 
Club  and  was  privileged  to  attend  the  setting  up  conferences 
of  the  local  organization  and  to  attend  the  District  meeting 
held  in  Granville. 

She  entered  Wittenberg  College  in  the  fall  of  1921.  She 
is  a  member  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  Sorority.  She  is  at  present 
employed  in  one  of  the  large  department  stores  in  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

John  Stuart  Patton  was  born  March  28,  1908,  in  Spring- 
field,  Ohio. 

He  attended  the  Public  Schools  and  graduated  in  June, 
1926.  He  was  active  in  all  the  activities  of  the  school,  being 
a  member  of  the  Star  and  Crescent  Literary  Society  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Senior  Class.  He  has  been  interested  in 
athletics  and  was  a  member  of  the  winning  team  in  basket¬ 
ball  of  the  Junior  High  Schools. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Senior  team  which  won  the  State 
Championship  and  went  to  Chicago  with  the  team  to  the 
Tournament  in  March,  1925. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  since  he  was 
ten  years  old  and  entered  into  all  of  their  activities,  at¬ 
tending  their  summer  camps  and  belonging  to  the  Hi  Y 
Club,  a  High  School  Club  of  the  organization.  He  was  Vice 
President  of  the  club  in  his  Senior  yesn'. 

He  played  on  the  “Y”  basketball  team  which  won  the 
County  Championship  in  the  Spring  of  1926. 
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He  passed  the  Junior  Life  Saving  Test  and  later  passed 
the  Senior  Life  Saving  Test  also. 

He  began  his  career  as  paper  carrier  when  he  was  eleven 
years  old  and  has  continuously  since  been  connected  with 
the  Springfield  Daily  Sun,  and  is  now  in  the  mailing  de¬ 
partment. 

The  first  of  October  he  will  enter  Ohio  State  University 
to  begin  his  Pre-Medical  work. 

William  B.  Patton,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio, 
August  14,  1917.  He  was  born  during  the  intense  excite¬ 
ment  caused  by  the  World  War.  The  winter  following  was 
the  severest  known  in  years  when  the  snow,  several  feet 
deep,  laid  on  the  ground  for  weeks. 

At  five  years  of  age  he  attended  a  kindergarten  con¬ 
ducted  by  Miss  Irene  Day  on  South  Limestone  Street,  there 
being  no  public  kindergarten,  they  having  been  closed  dur¬ 
ing  the  stress  of  war  times. 

He  is  now  attending  the  Springfield  Public  Schools. 

Anna  Patton  Keifer,  oldest  daughter  and  second  child  of 
John  B.  and  Caroline  L.  Patton,  was  born  on  April  11,  1874. 
Her  early  home  was  near  Taylorsville,  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  born  and  where  she  lived  with  her 
parents  until  she  was  about  two  years  old.  The  farm  upon 
which  she  was  born  was  known  as  the  Bates  farm,  belong¬ 
ing  to  her  Grandfather  Bates.  From  here  the  family  moved 
upon  what  was  known  as  the  Grimes  farm  on  the  Old  Troy 
Pike,  where  they  remained  until  1879,  when  they  bought  a 
farm  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  five  or  six  miles  south  of 
Springfield  and  here  she  remained  until  the  time  of  her 
marriage. 

Her  education  was  obtained  principally  at  the  one-room 
school  house,  the  district  school.  She  also  attended  at  An¬ 
tioch  College  at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  for  a  short  time.  She 
was  married  in  1893  to  Shellabarger  G.  Keifer,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  the  following  children:  Harry  S.,  who 
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died  in  infancy;  Louise  Agnes,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr. 
E.  Mark  Bush;  and  John  Donnel,  George  Eugene  and  Robert 
Edmund.  She,  with  her  husband  and  family  lived  upon  the 
Keifer  farm  for  thirty-two  years.  They  moved  to  Spring- 
field,  Ohio,  in  1926,  on  account  of  the  failing  health  of  the 
wife,  which  made  the  care  of  the  farm  too  burdensome. 
Mrs.  Keifer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  both  the  Church 
and  Sabbath  School.  She  was  the  President  of  the  Beatty- 
tcwn  Community  Aid  Society  for  many  years,  which  she 
reluctantly  relinquished  when  the  family  removed  to 
Springfield,  Ohio.  Throughout  her  entire  life  she  has  al¬ 
ways  exerted  a  great  influence  for  the  moral,  religious,  and 
social  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  she  lived. 

Louise  A.  Keifer  Bush,  only  daughter  of  Shellabarger  G. 
and  Anna  E.  Keifer,  was  born  on  May  8,  1900.  She  resided 
with  her  parents  on  a  farm  five  miles  south  of  Springfield, 
which  has  long  been  owned  by  the  family  and  is  now  the 
property  of  her  parents.  She  obtained  her  education  in 
the  red  brick  school  house  where  both  her  parents  attended 
in  their  youth,  until  she  was  prepared  for  High  School  work, 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  1918. 
She  then  continued  her  study  at  Miami  University.  She 
was  married  in  1922  to  Edward  Mark  Bush,  who  is  manager 
of  the  Bush  Rent-A-Car  Company,  a  successful  business 
concern  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Louise  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Beatty  Federated  Church,  having  served  as  a  teacher, 
and  as  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  She  is 
now  serving  as  President  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  that 
church. 

John  Donnel  Keifer  was  born  on  the  Keifer  farm,  south 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  November  18th,  1903.  He  had 
a  very  happy  childhood,  heartily  enjoying  the  activities  of 
a  boy  in  swimming,  fishing,  school  sports  and  in  helping 
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with  farm  chores.  He,  too,  attended  the  school  of  his  par¬ 
ents  near  the  farm  home.  When  he  had  completed  the 
course  in  the  common  schools  he  entered  the  High  School 
at  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  graduated  from  there  in  1921 1 
He  then  completed  the  course  at  Wittenberg  College, 
graduating  in  June  of  1926.  He  found  employment  with  the 
H.  G.  Root  Co.,  upon  the  completion  of  his  high  school  work 
and  has  continued  with  them  until  the  present  time,  steadily 
advancing  in  usefulness  until  he  is  now  the  purchasing 
agent  for  their  Accessory  Department. 

Robert  Edmund  Keifer,  son  of  Shellabarger  G.  and  Anna 
E.  Keifer,  was  born  February  20,  1910,  on  the  Keifer  farm 
south  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  He,  as  his  parents  before  him, 
had  done,  attended  the  one-room  district  school  near  the 
farm.  In  1921,  having  completed  the  county  school  course, 
he  entered  the  Green  Township  Special,  a  centralized 
school  just  then  completed.  Edmund’s  boyhood  days  were 
spent  in  about  the  same  way  as  any  youngster  spends  them 
upon  a  farm.  He  had  the  pleasures  and  the  sports  and  used 
them  all  at  first  hand.  He  had  a  special  liking  for  horse 
back  riding  and  a  pony  which  he  much  admired  and  exer¬ 
cised.  He  is  now  beginning  his  high  school  work  in  Central 
Junior  High  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

George  Eugene  Keifer,  the  youngest  son  of  Shellabarger 
G.  and  Anna  E.  Keifer,  was  born  on  the  Keifer  farm  on 
December  20,  1913.  The  early  years  of  his  life  were  happy 
and  free  of  care.  He  attended  the  school  of  his  parents,  and 
of  his  brothers,  and  his  sister  and  later  at  the  new 
centralized  school  of  the  township  which  is  known  as  the 
Green  Township  Special.  The  family  having  moved  into 
Springfield,  Ohio,  he  was  transferred  from  the  centralized 
school  to  the  Central  Junior  High,  of  which  he  is  now  an 
honor  student.  Eugene  is  a  lover  of  sports  and  when  pos¬ 
sible  at  all  engages  in  them.  He  played  in  the  Sand  Lot 
Baseball  League  the  past  summer  and  made  a  very  credit- 
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able  showing  as  catcher  of  the  Wonder  Team.  Eugene  is  a 
member  of  the  Emery  M.  E.  Church  and  is  a  faithful  at¬ 
tendant  at  Church  and  Sabbath  School. 

Lottie  E.  Patton  LeFevre  was  the  daughter  of  John  B. 
and  Caroline  Brentlinger  Patton.  She  was  born  January  5, 
1878,  on  what  was  known  as  the  Grimes  farm  in  Montgom¬ 
ery  County.  When  she  was  a  year  old  the  family  moved  to 
a  farm  in  Clark  County,  near  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  she 
lived  until  her  marriage. 

While  a  very  young  girl  she  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
at  the  old  Brentlinger  homestead  after  the  death  of  the 
grandmother.  At  this  time  her  Aunt  Laura  lived  here  alone 
with  her  father,  Andrew  Brentlinger,  and  here  Lottie  spent 
many  happy  days  with  her  aunt  and  grandfather.  She 
spent  the  winter  of  1887  with  them  and  was  attending 
Brown  School  at  the  time  of  the  Grandfather’s  death,  which 
occurred  during  the  holiday  vacation. 

Grandfather  Brentlinger  was  stricken  very  suddenly  and 
there  being  no  telephones  or  any  other  way  of  communica¬ 
tion,  Lottie  ran  first  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Isaac  Miller  for  as¬ 
sistance  and  then  to  the  home  of  William  Sunderland,  who 
in  turn  went  for  a  doctor.  Lottie,  although  a  small  child 
only  nine  years  old,  did  these  brave  acts  in  a  severe  snow 
storm,  protected  by  only  a  light  shawl  which  her  Aunt 
Laura  hastily  threw  about  her  as  she  sped  from  the  house. 

After  this  the  grandfather’s  home  was  broken  up  and 
Lottie  returned  with  her  parents  to  the  home  in  Clark 
County. 

She  attended  Peacock  Grammar  School  and  later  spent 
two  years  at  Antioch  College,  after  which  she  took  a  busi¬ 
ness  course  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

She  was  employed  for  five  years  as  stenographer  and 
bookkeeper  by  the  Champion  Chemical  Company. 

On  March  24,  1904,  she  was  married  to  Albert  L.  LeFevre, 
of  Clark  County.  He  was  a  Railway  Postal  Clerk  on  the 
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Big  Four  Railway  between  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati.  They 
were  married  in  their  own  home  on  Woodward  Avenue, 
Springfield,  Ohio.  Here  they  lived  for  twenty  years,  after 
which  they  moved  to  467  Park  Place,  Springfield,  Ohio,  at 
which  place  they  still  reside. 

They  have  two  children,  Christine  and  John  D.  LeFevre. 

All  four  are  members  and  active  workers  in  the  Third 
Lutheran  Church,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Christine  LeFevre  was  born  July  31,  1906,  at  1433  Wood¬ 
ward  Avenue,  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Albert  L.  and  Lottie  E.  Patton  LeFevre.  She  attended 
Lincoln  and  Highland  grade  schools  and  graduated  from  the 
Springfield  High  School  with  the  class  of  1924  and  was  one 
of  eight  honor  pupils  in  a  class  of  256. 

She  studied  piano  and  harmony  under  Miss  Marguerite 
Williams,  of  the  Antioch  Conservatory  of  Music,  graduating 
with  the  class  of  1922,  and  entered  Wittenberg  College  in 
the  fall  of  1924,  where  she  is  now  a  Junior  and  is  also  study¬ 
ing  pipe  organ.  She  lives  at  this  time  with  her  parents  at 
467  Park  Place,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

John  D.  LeFevre  was  born  March  20,  1911,  at  1433  Wood¬ 
ward  Avenue,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

He  is  the  son  of  Albert  L.  and  Lottie  E.  Patton  LeFevre, 
and  attended  Lincoln  and  Highland  grade  schools,  Roose¬ 
velt  Junior  High  and  is  now  a  Junior  at  Springfield  High 
School.  He  has  been  a  Boy  Scout  since  twelve  years  old, 
having  this  year  attained  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout,  the 
highest  rank  in  the  Scout  organization.  He  is  living  with 
his  parents  at  467  Park  Place,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

John  B.  Patton,  Jr.,  son  of  Caroline  Brentlinger  Patton 
and  John  B.  Patton,  was  born  at  the  home  of  his  parents 
six  miles  south  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  September  7th, 
1879.  He  received  his  education  at  Peacock  rural  school,  a 
very  creditable  school  of  its  time.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
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Emery  Methodist  Church  and  Sabbath  School  during  his 
boyhood  days.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mable  Hupman,  of 
Enon,  Clark  County,  Ohio,  on  February  27,  1902. 

Prior  to  his  marriage  he  had  bought  a  farm  of  forty 
acres,  where  they  began  their  housekeeping.  They  also 
farmed  along  with  their  own,  his  father’s  farm  which  was 
about  two  miles  away.  Later  both  he  and  his  father  sold 
their  farms  and  bought  a  large  farm  in  Champaign  County, 
where  they  lived  for  five  years.  His  father’s  health  began 
to  fail  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  active  work  of 
farming,  when  the  big  farm  was  sold,  and  both  bought 
other  farms  near  Eagle  City,  where  they  lived  for  eight 
years.  After  his  father’s  death  John  moved  upon  his 
father’s  farm  in  German  Township,  which  he  later  bought. 
Here  the  family  still  resides  and  have  become  influential 
citizens  of  that  community.  The  entire  family  have  be¬ 
come  active  members  of  the  Lawrenceville  Reformed 
Church  of  which  he  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
sistory.  It  is  a  rare  thing  for  him  or  his  family  to  be  absent 
from  anv  of  the  services  of  their  church.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Education  that  planned  and  erected  the 
Centralized  High  School  at  Lawrenceville,  which  is  a  credit 

to  the  communitv  and  was  the  first  to  be  built  in  that 

%/ 

county. 

Eldon  H.  Patton,  son  of  John  B.  and  Mable  Patton,  was 
born  in  Green  Township,  Clark  County,  at  the  home  of  his 
parents  six  miles  south  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  May  18,  1904. 
Moved  with  his  parents,  first  to  Champaign  County  and 
later  to  German  Township,  Clark  County,  where  he  attended 
the  grade  school  and  in  due  time  graduated  from  the  High 
School  of  that  Township.  He  then  attended  a  year  at  Wit¬ 
tenberg  College.  He  is  now  a  salesman  for  the  Thompson 
Ford  Agency  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  Davis,  of  Dialton,  August  4,  1926.  They  reside  at 
783  Olive  Street,  Springfield,  Ohio. 
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Mildred  Patten,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mable  Patton, 
was  born  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Champaign  County, 
north  of  Springfield,  on  May  10,  1906.  With  her  parents 
she  removed  to  German  Township,  Clark  County,  in  1918, 
where  she  received  her  grade  and  high  school  education  at 
the  Lawrenceville  Centralized  High  School.  She  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Sabbath  School  of  her  church,  and  interested 
in  its  activities.  For  the  past  two  years  she  has  had  the 
responsible  position  of  being  in  charge  of  the  Metcalf  Bird 
Store  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  She  is  at  present  making  her 
home  with  her  Aunt  Anna  Keifer,  in  that  city. 

James  M.  Patton,  son  of  John  B.  and  Mable  Patton,  was 
born  on  July  1,  1909.  He  has  completed  the  grade  school 
work  and  high  school  course  at  Lawrenceville,  graduating 
in  the  class  of  1927.  He  is  very  fond  of  athletic  work,  do¬ 
ing  a  major  port  in  his  class  team.  He  resides  with  his 
parents  on  the  Troy  and  Springfield  Pike. 

Alice  Caroline  Patton,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mable 
Patton,  was  born  upon  their  farm  in  Clark  County  on  April 
18,  1911.  She  has  completed  the  grade  school  work  in  the 
Lawrenceville  Centralized  School  and  now  is  a  junior  in  the 
high  school.  She  lives  with  her  parents  on  the  Troy  and 
Springfield  Pike. 

Robert  J.  Patton,  son  of  John  B.  and  Mable  Patton,  was 
born  on  a  farm  near  Eagle  City,  Clark  County,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1912.  He  is  attending  the  first  year  at  the  Law¬ 
renceville  Centralized  High  School,  having  completed  the 
work  of  the  grade  school  at  the  same  place.  He  lives  with 
his  parents  and  thoroughly  enjoys  the  farm  life. 

John  B.  Patton,  Jr.,  the  second,  is  the  youngest  son  of 
John  B.  and  Mable  Patton  and  was  born  in  German  Town¬ 
ship  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  on  April  27,  1919.  He  is 
new  sturdily  doing  the  second  year’s  work  of  the  Lawrence¬ 
ville  Centralized  School.  He  was  baptized  into  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Sabbath 
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School  and  a  regular  attendant  since  he  was  six  Aveeks  old. 
He  is  with  his  parents  upon  the  farm  at  their  home  on  the 
Troy  and  Springfield  Pike. 

Elizabeth  C.  Patton,  daughter  of  Caroline  L.  and  John  B. 
Springfield,  Ohio,  was  born  December  2,  1880,  in  Clark 
County.  At  six  years  of  age  she  entered  Peacock  rural 
school,  which  she  attended  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of 
eight,  she  developed  very  serious  spinal  trouble  which 
later  proved  to  have  come  from  an  accident  caused  by  a 
fall  received  in  the  barn.  For  five  years  following  she  was 
a  constant  sufferer,  being  unable,  during  the  greater  part 
of  this  time,  either  to  walk  or  to  see.  Through  the  efforts 
of  a  friend,  she  was  supplied  with  the  Braille  system  for 
the  blind  and  by  means  of  this  was  able  to  read  several 
beautiful  books.  During  this  time  she  developed  a  remark¬ 
able  intellect  and  powers  of  composition.  She  composed  a 
number  of  beautiful  poems,  several  of  which  were  published 
in  pamphlet  form.  She  died  July  17,  1893. 

The  following  poem  was  composed  by  her  w^hen  she  was 
but  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age: 

OUR  FRIEND 

All  our  joys  and  sorrows, 

All  our  griefs  and  woes, 

All  our  sins  and  sadness 
Jesus  knows. 

Every  deed  of  kindness, 

Every  word  of  love 
Jesus  knows,  although  he  lives 
High  up  above. 

He  is  ever  watchful, 

He  sees  us  every  day. 

He  guides  us  each  day  safely. 

In  our  way. 

He  is  ever  watching 
With  a  wakeful  eye. 

He  looks  down  on  all  w^e  dc 
From  on  high. 

Oh  then  let  us  be  careful 
To  make  our  lives  more  sweet, 

That  we  may  one  day  worship — 

At  Jesus’  feet. 
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Jeannette  Frances  Patton,  the  daughter  of  Caroline  L. 
and  John  B.  Patton,  was  born  March  1,  1883,  in  Clark 
County,  near  Springfield,  Ohio. 

She  received  her  education  at  Peacock  rural  school  in  that 
county. 

In  1905  she  moved,  with  her  parents,  to  a  farm  on  the 
Urbana  Pike  and  later  to  a  farm  near  Eagle  City,  where 
they  lived  for  eight  years. 

After  the  death  of  her  father,  she,  with  her  two  sisters 
and  mother,  moved  to  Springfield.  Here  Jeannette  and  her 
mother  lived  during  the  time  her  sisters  were  teaching 
school. 

For  the  past  nine  years  she  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Third  Lutheran  Church  of  Springfield. 

She  has  long  been  her  mother’s  faithful  attendant  and 
constant  companion. 

She  lives  at  their  home,  506  E.  Cassilly  Street,  Spring- 
field,  Ohio. 

Walter  Patton  was  born  April  27,  1886,  in  Greene  Town¬ 
ship,  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  He  received  his  primary  educa¬ 
tion  in  Peacock  School.  He  graduated  from  Antioch  Prep¬ 
aratory  School  and  in  1910  from  Antioch  College,  with  a 
degree  of  A.  B. 

He  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Educational  Secretary 
of  the  Springfield,  Ohio,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  August  of  1910,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  From  here  he  was 
given  the  General  Secretaryship  of  the  Washington  C.  H., 
Ohio,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  During  his  administration  here  the  As¬ 
sociation  grew  from  a  membership  of  below  one  hundred 
to  four  hundred  and  fifty.  An  indebtedness  of  over  $20,- 
000.00  was  also  paid  off  during  this  time. 

The  great  war  broke  out  during  his  administration  here 
and  Walter  applied  for  Officer’s  training  camp  service  in 
the  beginning  of  America’s  entry.  Defective  eyesight 
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caused  his  rejection  at  this  time  and  he  volunteered  to  go 
into  overseas  service  with  the  Y,  M.  C.  A.  He  was  accepted 
for  this  service  in  August,  1917. 

He  sailed  from  New  York  September  13,  and  arrived  in 
Bordeau  ten  days  later.  He  was  assigned  for  his  first  dutj" 
in  the  Neufchateau  area  with  the  26th  or  “Yankee”  Divi¬ 
sion.  In  January,  1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  42d  or 
“Rainbow”  Division.  Here  his  work  was  largely  with  the 
168th  Iowa  regiment. 

February  10,  this  division  moved  to  the  battle  front  in 
what  became  known  as  the  Baccarat  Sector.  From  here  it 
moved  the  middle  of  June  to  a  position  east  of  Rhiems  in 
the  Champagne  area.  Here,  Walter  was  privileged  to  serve 
through  one  of  the  hottest  battles  of  the  war,  from  the 
American  standpoint.  He  moved  with  the  division  to 
Chateau  Thierry,  where  it  engaged  in  that  great  offensive. 

As  the  new  draft  for  men  from  30  years  upward  had  been 
decided  on  by  the  government,  Walter  felt  that  his  place 
would  be  in  the  army,  although  the  overseas  secretaries  had 
been  exempted  by  General  Pershing.  He  took  advantage  of 
the  leave  that  was  due  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  come  home 
before  going  into  the  army,  as  the  war  was  expected  to  last 
for  at  least  two  years  longer.  He  arrived  home  the  first  of 
September,  1918,  and  again  made  application  for  Officers’ 
Training.  The  application  was  rejected  twice,  but  finally 
accepted  for  training  at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois.  The  collapse 
of  the  German  army  brought  the  war  to  a  close  before  his 
date  for  leaving  for  this  work. 

The  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  asked  him  to  go  overseas 
again  to  work  with  the  Army  of  Occupation.  Before  going, 
on  January  9,  1919,  he  was  married  to  Eleanor  Tresslar, 
daughter  of  A.  D.  Tresslar,  of  Xenia,  Ohio.  Miss  Tresslar 
had  also  attended  Antioch  College  and  it  was  here  that 
their  acquaintance  was  made. 
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Two  weeks  after  the  marriage  Walter  sailed  for  France 
again,  this  time  from  New  York,  via  Liverpool  and  Brest. 
He  was  with  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Whittlich,  Ger¬ 
many,  till  August,  sailing  home  from  Brest  the  first  week 
of  that  month. 

He  moved  with  Mrs.  Patton  to  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  the  last  of 
the  month,  where  he  had  already  been  employed  as  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  was  four  years  with  this  work, 
enjoying  a  very  pleasant  relationship  to  the  community. 
During  his  administration  here  several  changes  were  made 
in  the  building,  the  membership  doubled  and  a  Hi-Y  organi¬ 
zation  formed.  He  served  here  four  years.  During  that  time 
the  family  was  increased  to  four ;  Eleanor  Ann  Patton  was 
born  September  7,  1920,  and  Richard  Tresslar  Patton  born 
January  27,  1923. 

Walter  had  always  hoped  to  settle  in  business  where  he 
could  have  a  home  of  his  own  and  the  opportunity  came  in 
1923,  when  he  purchased  a  book  store  in  Washington  C.  H., 
where  he  had  many  close  friends  as  a  result  of  his  former 
work.  The  family  consequently  moved  to  that  place  in 
October,  1923.  They  have  an  attractive  home  and  good 
business  as  a  result  of  four  years  labor. 

The  most  prized  souvenir  of  the  war  that  Walter  brought 
home  is  a  simple  visiting  card  from  Col.  Matt.  L.  Tinley, 
leader  of  the  Iowa  troops  and  himself  one  of  the  most  be¬ 
loved  of  officers.  The  card  said:  “This  is  Walter  Patton, 
beloved  of  all  the  men;  give  him  the  best  you  have.” 

Alice  Naomi  Patton  McMahon,  daughter  of  Caroline  L. 
and  John  B.  Patton,  was  born  August  21,  1887,  in  Clark 
County,  near  Springfield,  Ohio. 

She  attended  Peacock  rural  school  where  she  received 
her  elementary  education.  She  then  entered  Hopewell  High 
School,  from  which  she  graduated  in  the  class  of  1905. 

The  following  year  she  spent  at  Wittenberg  College,  pre¬ 
paring  herself  to  be  a  teacher. 
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In  September,  1906,  she  began  teaching  at  Hopewell 
school,  where  she  taught  for  three  years.  She  then  taught 
for  two  years  in  grade  school  at  Tremont  City,  Ohio. 

On  May  3,  1911,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Glenn  A. 
McMahon,  who  was  at  that  time  connected  with  the  Spring- 
field  Malleable  Iron  Works. 

They  took  up  their  home  in  Springfield,  where  they  lived 
until  her  death  on  March  4,  1914,  resulting  from  sarcoma 
cancer. 

She,  with  her  husband,  were  members  of  Central  M.  E. 
Church  of  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Maud  Edna  Patton,  daughter  of  Caroline  Brentlinger  Pat¬ 
ton  and  John  B.  Patton,  was  born  at  the  home  of  her  par¬ 
ents  six  miles  south  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  August  19, 
1890.  She  received  her  grade  school  training  at  the  Pea¬ 
cock  school  in  Green  Township,  Clark  County,  Ohio.  Re¬ 
moving  with  the  family  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  she 
entered  the  High  School  at  Tremont  City,  from  which  she 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1906.  In  September  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  she  was  married  to  Millard  E.  Metcalf,  then  an 
employe  of  the  I.  C.  &  E.  Traction  Company.  They  first 
took  up  a  residence  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  for 
two  years,  then  removing  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Metcalf  was  engaged  with  the  McFarland  Music  House  for 
a  number  of  years.  Since,  for  a  period  of  about  ten  years 
he  has  been  with  the  Springfield  Baking  Company.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Metcalf  are  the  proprietors  of  the  Metcalf  Bird  Store 
in  the  Arcade  Building,  where  they  handle  birds,  gold  fish 
and  many  kinds  of  pets.  They  also  have  a  farm  south  of 
Springfield,  where  they  conduct  a  gold  fish  hatchery  on  an 
extensive  scale. 

Their  home  is  at  214  West  Southern  Avenue,  Springfield, 
Ohio.  Here  they  have  built  for  themselves  a  very  nice 
modern  home.  They  are  members  of  the  Third  Lutheran 
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Church,  where  Mrs.  Metcalf  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  pri¬ 
mary  department  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Metcalf  has 
been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  for  the  past  two 
years. 

They  have  three  children,  Chester  S.,  Howard  Ellsworth 
and  Ruth  Caroline. 

Chester  Metcalf,  son  of  Maud  E.  and  Millard  E.  Metcalf, 
was  born  at  Urbana,  Ohio.  He  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Springfield,  Ohio,  when  about  one  year  old.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  city  schools  of  Springfield  and  graduated 
in  the  1926  class  of  the  High  School.  He  is  now  a  student 
at  Wittenberg  College.  As  a  boy  he  has  filled  about  all 
kinds  of  youthful  positions — newsboy,  lamplighter,  etc.  He 
began  working  for  the  Springfield  Baking  Company,  in  the 
least  responsible  position  and  has  worked  his  way  up  in  the 
business  as  well  as  in  a  financial  way  so  as  to  be  able  to 
enter  and  pursue  his  studies  at  college.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Third  Lutheran  Church  and  Sabbath  School,  where  he 
fills  the  position  of  assistant  secretary. 

Howard  Ellsworth  Metcalf,  son  of  Maud  E,  and  Millard  E. 
Metcalf,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  June  1,  1911.  He 
lives  with  his  parents  at  214  West  Southern  Avenue, 
received  his  schooling  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  is  now  a 
Junior  in  the  High  School.  He  is  employed,  part  time,  by 
the  Springfield  Daily  News.  He  is  as  are  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family,  a  member  of  the  Third  Lutheran  Church 
and  Sunday  School  and  is  a  Boy  Scout. 

Ruth  Caroline  Metcalf,  daughter  of  Maud  E.  and  Millard 
E.  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  October  19, 
1925.  She  promises  to  become  a  very  interesting  little  girl. 
She  has  been  baptized  into  the  Third  Lutheran  Church. 

Helen  N.  Patton  Agle,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Caroline 
Patton,  was  born  March  2,  1892,  on  a  farm  six  miles  south 
of  Springfield,  Ohio. 
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She  received  her  early  education  at  Peacock  school,  one 
of  the  renowned  one-room  red  brick  school  houses  which, 
according  to  report,  invariabh^  turned  out  famous  folks. 
She  was  graduated  from  Springfield  High  School  in  1908, 
and  from  Antioch  College  in  1912,  earning  an  A.  B.  degree. 

She  taught  in  the  Springfield  Public  Schools  and  later 
was  principal  of  New  Burlington  High  School.  She  later 
taught  in  the  Woodstock  High  School. 

On  September  3,  1921,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Philip  L.  Agle,  who  is  at  present  connected  with  the  Spring- 
field  City  Post  Office.  They  reside  at  present  at  924  S. 
Center  Street,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Nancj^  Jane  Agle,  daughter  of  Philip  L.  and  Helen  N. 
Agle,  was  born  November  22,  1924,  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

She  is  at  present  twenty-one  months  old  and  shows  prom¬ 
ise  of  being  at  least  a  president’s  wife  if  not  a  president. 

Martha  Lee  Agle,  the  second  daughter  of  Philip  L.  and 
Helen  N.  Agle,  was  born  July  4,  1926,  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

She  is  at  present  two  months  old  and  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  eating,  sleeping  and  having  colic. 

•  Of  course  being  born  on  such  a  famous  day,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  she  will  do  something  of  which  the  family  will 
be  justly  proud. 

Glenna  Ruth  Patton,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Caroline 
and  John  B.  Patton,  was  born  near  Springfield,  Clark 
County,  Ohio,  on  November  30,  1892.  The  day  of  her  birth 
has  been  a  much  disputed  point  in  the  family,  but  when  the 
fact  is  considered  that  Ruth  happened  to  be  the  youngest 
of  fourteen  children,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  little 
account  was  taken  of  the  day  of  her  birth. 

The  family  lived  on  a  farm  on  which  there  was  a  large 
woods  adjoining  the  door  yard.  Here  Ruth,  together  with 
her  sisters  and  brothers,  spent  a  very  happy  childhood, 
building  houses  of  leaves,  swinging  in  grape  vine  swings. 
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watching  the  birds  build  their  nests,  and  experiencing  all 
the  joys  that  can  be  had  only  from  early  association  with 
nature. 

Before  she  was  six  years  of  age  she  experienced  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  superiority  over  her  brothers  and  sisters  because  of 
the  fact  that  she  was  chosen  to  accompany  her  mother  and 
father  on  a  trip  to  Missouri  at  the  time  of  the  Brentlinger 
reunion  there.  She  little  suspected  at  the  time  that  she 
received  this  honor  because  of  the  fact  that  owing  to  her 
extreme  youth,  she  was  no  financial  incumberance  to  her 
family. 

The  first  seven  years  of  her  schooling  were  spent  at  Pea¬ 
cock  school,  a  very  creditable  rural  school  in  Clark  County 
about  two  miles  from  the  Patton  farm.  The  family  then 
moved  to  a  farm  eight  miles  north  of  Springfield,  on  the 
Urbana  Pike,  where  Ruth  attended  Victory  school  in  Cham¬ 
paign  County,  Ohio.  From  here  she  passed  the  Patterson 
examination  which  admitted  her  to  high  school. 

She  attended  Springfield  High  School  for  four  years, 
being  graduated  from  that  institution  in  June,  1910.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  four  years  she  stayed  the  greater  part  of  her  time 
with  her  sister,  Lottie  LeFevre. 

For  three  years  following  her  graduation  from  high 
school  she  attended  Antioch  College.  At  the  end  of  her 
third  year  she  was  offered  a  position  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio.  She  accepted  the  position  and  in 
September,  1913,  she  entered  upon  her  duties  of  teacher  of 
Brown  School,  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Greene  County,  Ohio. 
Here  she  taught  for  the  two  following  years,  realizing  more 
and  more  that  teaching  would  be  the  line  of  her  future 
endeavor.  While  teaching  here  she  lived  at  the  home  of 
her  cousins,  K.  J.  and  Callie  Sunderland,  whose  associations 
and  friendships  made  her  life  during  these  two  years  a  very 
pleasant  one. 
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In  the  fall  of  1915,  she  returned  to  Antioch  College  to 
complete  her  college  course,  graduating  in  June,  1916,  and 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  During  her  col¬ 
lege  life  she  took  an  active  part,  especially  in  the  literary 
work  and  athletic  sport  of  the  college. 

On  the  day  of  her  graduation,  she  learned  that  she  hal 
been  appointed  high  school  teacher  in  the  township  in  which 
she  had  previously  taught.  So  in  September,  1916,  she  be¬ 
gan  teaching  in  Bellbrook  High  School,  Sugar  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  has  continued  her  work  as 
a  high  school  teacher  to  the  present  time. 

After  teaching  for  two  years  in  Bellbrook,  she  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Principal  of  Osborn  High  School,  Osborn,  Ohio. 
She  occupied  this  position  for  three  years.  Then  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1921,  she  became  a  teacher  in  Cedarville  High 
School  at  Cedarville,  Ohio,  where  she  taught  for  three  years. 

At  this  time  she  secured  a  position  in  the  Springfield 
schools  and  has  for  the  past  two  years  been  a  teacher  of 
English  in  Schaefer  Junior  High  School,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Third  Lutheran  Church  of  Spring- 
field,  Ohio,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  church  and  Sun¬ 
day  School  work,  having  for  five  years  been  the  teacher  of 
the  Gleaners’  Class  of  that  school. 

She  is  now  living  with  her  mother,  Caroline  L.  Patton,  at 
506  E.  Cassilly  Street,  Springfield,  Ohio. 


WILLIAM  WESLEY  BRENTLINGER 

William  Wesley  Brentlinger,  son  of  Andrew  and  Ann 
Eliza  (Polhamus)  Brentlinger,  was  born  January  5,  1853, 
in  Butler  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  one  mile 
east  of  Vandalia,  on  the  National  Road. 

One  of  his  earliest  remembrances  is  that  of  seeing  large 
numbers  of  people  traveling  West  over  the  National  Road, 
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which  was  then  a  dirt  and  corduroy  road.  It  was  a  great 
sight  to  see  these  people  traveling;  some  in  wagons,  some 
on  horseback,  others  walking  and  driving  their  herds  of 
cattle  and  flocks  of  geese  and  turkeys,  with  the  intention 
of  taking  up  claims  and  founding  their  homes  in  the  Great 
West. 

William’s  entire  schooling  was  had  at  the  Brown  school 
house,  located  at  the  west  approach  to  the  Taylorsville  Dam. 
During  his  boyhood  he  helped  his  father  on  the  farm.  One 
of  his  regular  experiences,  during  the  winter,  was  to  get 
up  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  while  his  sisters  were 
getting  breakfast,  William  would  feed,  curry  and  harness 
four  horses  and  load  part  of  his  wood.  Immediately  after 
breakfast  he  would  finish  his  task  and  start  the  journey  to 
the  market,  always  being  a  few  miles  from  home  before 
sunrise.  His  return  depended  entirely  upon  his  fortune  in 
disposing  of  his  load ;  if  the  sale  was  made  early  in  the  day 
it  meant  an  early  return,  but  if  the  market  was  slow,  the 
young  man’s  homeward  journey  was  made  many  times  after 
dark,  during  the  short  winter  days.  Corn  was  sold  for 
seventy-five  cents  per  bushel  and  wood  for  four  cents  per 
foot,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale  being  always  turned  over  to 
his  father  upon  his  arrival  home. 

William’s  younger  days  were  spent  very  much  the  same 
as  those  of  other  young  men  of  his  age.  While  there  was 
much  hard  work  to  be  done,  there  was  the  pleasant  diver¬ 
sion  of  hunting  and  fishing,  which  he  keenly  enjoys  to 
this  day. 

In  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning  one  of  his  friends, 
Zabe  Lodge,  suggested  to  William  that  he  would  like  to  in¬ 
troduce  him  to  a  young  lady.  Arrangements  were  accord¬ 
ingly  made  and  the  two  young  men,  each  with  his  own  horse 
and  buggy,  met  the  same  evening  at  the  home  of  Jozabed 
Lodge  Ensley,  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  Zabe  hustled  William 
into  the  parlor  and  introduced  him  to  the  daughter,  Martha, 
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and  then  at  once  departed  and  left  William  and  Martha 
face  to  face  the  remainder  of  the  evening.  This  acquaint¬ 
ance  grew  into  friendship,  thence  to  courtship  and  finally 
to  the  marriage  of  William  Wesley  Brentlinger  and  Martha 
Ensley,  on  December  21,  1875. 

They  at  once  made  their  home  in  the  tenant  house  on 
William’s  father’s  farm,  living  there  for  two  years.  Here 
their  first  child  was  born.  In  the  year  1877,  the  little 
family  moved  to  a  farm  in  Harrison  Township  on  the  Need- 
more  Road,  where  the  William  Brentlinger  family  has  re¬ 
sided  ever  since. 

To  William  and  Martha  Brentlinger  were  born  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  James  Franklin,  Ira  Andrew,  Joseph  Bert,  Arthur, 
Anna  Ensley,  Mamie,  Wilbur  Howard,  Charles  and  Nell 
Elizabeth.  James  Franklin  bears  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  grand-child  born  on  the  Brentlinger  homestead  in 
Butler  Township.  The  other  children  were  all  born  in  Har¬ 
rison  Township. 

William  Wesley  Brentlinger  has  always  been  a  farmer. 
Three  farms  were  accumulated  by  William  and  Martha 
while  rearing  their  large  family. 

The  family  remained  unbroken  until  August  8,  1919,  when 
the  wife  and  mother  passed  to  her  reward.  It  can  truly  be 
said  that  she  bore  her  share  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
home  and  that  her  helpful  influence  has  never  been  lost 
upon  her  children. 

William  W.  Brentlinger  has  lived  a  steady,  exemplary 
life,  and  has  always  been  a  respected  citizen  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  Treasurer  of  what  is  now  Victory  M.  E. 
Church  for  thirty  years. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Willow  View  Cemetery 
Association  and  has  been  a  Trustee  ever  since.  The  family 
burial  ground  is  located  there. 

The  first  contract  work  undertaken  by  William  was  the 
building  of  a  stone  culvert  on  the  Poplar  Creek  Road  about 
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fifty  years  ago.  Despite  the  many  overflows  of  Poplar 
Creek  and  the  Miami  River,  this  small  bridge  still  stands  as 
a  monument  to  the  builder. 

William  has  lived  all  his  life  near  the  right  of  way  of  the 
old  C.  H.  &  D.  Railroad,  now  operated  by  the  B.  &  O.  Rail- 
way  Companj^  At  one  time,  a  number  of  years  ago,  after  a 
heavv  rainfall,  he  found  the  tracks  were  badlv  washed  out 
by  the  water.  Going  back  to  his  home  he  secured  a  lantern 
and  flagged  a  fast  passenger  train  that  was  unaware  of  the 
condition  of  the  roadbed,  probably  saving  a  serious  disaster 
to  passengers  and  crew.  While  he  never  accepted  anj^  pay 
for  his  trouble  in  this  instance,  the  Railroad  Company  fre¬ 
quently  granted  favors  to  him.  During  the  year  1899,  when 
the  Brentlinger  family  was  considering  holding  their  re¬ 
union  in  Missouri,  the  Railwaj^  Company  readily  granted  a 
private  car  for  the  family  in  which  to  make  the  trip. 

The  entire  family  has  followed  respectable  occupations 
and  all  reside  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio. 

Anna  E.  and  Mamie  are  keeping  the  home  for  their 
father. 

May  one  of  our  prayers  be,  that  all  may  live  honest,  re¬ 
spectable,  Christian  lives  and  that  no  member  of  this  family 
may  ever  bring  discredit  to  the  Brentlinger  name. 

“A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches.” 
— Proverbs  22:  1. 

James  Frank  Brentlinger,  the  first  child  of  William  and 
Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  in  the  tenant  house  on  the 
Andrew  Lee  Brentlinger  farm  near  Vandalia,  Ohio,  January 
30,  1877.  While  yet  a  babj^  the  family  moved  to  their 
newly  acquired  home  on  the  Needmore  Road  where  he  spent 
his  time  as  a  schoolboy  in  the  old  Beardshear  School,  on  the 
Needmore  Road,  and  in  helping  his  father  with  the  farm 
work,  also  in  the  cane  mill  which  they  had. 

One  of  the  outstanding  memories  of  his  boyhood  days 
was  an  old  time  barn-raising,  when  the  neighbors  came  in 
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to  help  build  their  new  barn  which  replaced  the  one  which 
burned. 

It  was  Frank’s  privilege  to  haul  straw  to  the  paper  mill  on 
the  Mad  River  in  North  Dayton,  or  “Texas,”  as  it  was  some¬ 
times  called.  He  helped  fill  ice  houses  with  ice  that  was 
cut  on  the  Bimm’s  Pond  south  of  Mad  River. 

In  1900  he  started  as  a  substitute  mail  carrier  on  Rural 
Route  No.  5,  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  Then  on  May  16,  1902,  he 
was  appointed  regular  carrier  on  Rural  Route  10.  On  July 
5,  1902,  he  was  transferred  to  Rural  Route  3,  which  he  has 
been  carrying  for  25  years.  When  first  starting  on  this 
route  he  served  120  families  and  has  faithfully  served  the 
growing  population  which  has  now  reached  about  400 
families. 

In  his  early  manhood,  he  united  with  the  Ebenezer  M.  E. 
Church,  but  was  later  transferred  to  the  Trinity  M.  E. 
Church  on  Valley  Street,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  is  an 
active  member  along  with  the  rest  of  his  family.  He  has 
been  a  Trustee  for  a  number  of  years,  and  Treasurer  of  this 
church  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

In  May,  1902,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Vandalia 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  657,  at  Van¬ 
dalia,  Ohio.  He  has  served  as  an  active  member  and  has 
been  a  Past  Grand  of  this  Lodge  for  about  twenty-three 
years. 

Frank’s  characteristic  is  one  of  patience  and  a  desire  to 
please  those  about  him.  On  November  7,  1906,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Lottie  May  Beck,  daughter  of  Joseph 
N.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Beck.  He  took  his  bride  to  their  newlv 
furnished  home  on  the  Brandt  Pike  just  outside  the  city 
limits  of  Dayton. 

In  October,  1908,  they  bought  a  home  at  69  Baltimore 
Street,  Dayton,  Ohio.  At  this  place  Helen  Luella  Brent¬ 
linger  was  born,  December  2,  1908.  She  entered  Allen  Ele¬ 
mentary  School,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1923.  She 
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then  entered  Parker  High  School.  After  one  year  she  en¬ 
tered  Steele  Senior  High  School,  from  which  she  graduated 
on  June  16,  1927.  She  has  taken  the  commercial  course 
and  expects  to  engage  in  that  line  of  work. 

At  this  same  place,  on  October  20,  1912,  Kenneth  Ensley 
Brentlinger  was  born.  At  the  age  of  four  years  he  entered 
the  kindergarten  in  the  Allen  School.  He  finished  this 
school  in  1926,  and  at  the  age  of  13,  entered  Parker  High 
School,  where  he  spent  one  year. 

In  1925,  the  home  on  Baltimore  Street  was  sold  and  on 
June  30,  1926,  they  moved  into  their  new  home  on  Ridge 
Avenue,  Harrison  Township,  at  which  place  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  watch  the  still  gi*eater  growth  of  Dayton. 

Ira  Andrew  Brentlinger,  second  son  of  William  and 
Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  at  their  home  on  the  Need- 
more  Road,  October  5,  1878.  He  attended  the  Beardshear 
Elementary  School,  where  sessions  were  held,  until  1927. 
Shortly  after  fini.shing  school  he  went  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  B.  F.  Ensley,  whei-e  he  assisted  him  with  his  farm 
work  until  his  marriage  on  February  20,  1902,  to  one  of  his 
school  mates,  Anna  Fidelia  Hartman. 

They  started  in  at  once  farming  his  wife’s  mother’s  farm 
on  the  Wagner  Ford  Road,  where  they  lived  until  1910, 
when  the\^  bought  a  75-acre  farm  along  the  Great  Miami 
River,  where  he  has  made  a  success  in  farming. 

In  the  1913  flood  he  suffered  quite  a  loss  and  at  one  time 
was  fearful  for  the  safety  of  his  family.  Their  persever¬ 
ance  at  this  time  was  very  noticeable,  for  they  bought  a 
small  farm  of  75  acres  adjoining,  where  they  built  them¬ 
selves  a  large  brick  home  into  which  thej^  moved  in  1914, 
and  where  thej^  still  reside. 

While  still  a  small  lad  Ira  united  with  the  Ebenezer  M.  E. 
Church  and  remained  a  member  until  his  marriage  when  he 
joined  his  wife’s  church,  the  Beardshear  U.  B.  Church,  on 
the  Wagner  Ford  Road.  The  old  church  was  destroyed  by 


The  Brentlinger  Family 


109 


a  storm  in  1914.  This  building  was  replaced  by  another 
which  was  condemned  in  1925.  In  1926,  the  present  church 
was  dedicated.  He,  with  his  family  are  active  members  of 
this  church. 

To  this  union  were  born  two  children:  Martha  Leota 
Brentlinger  and  John  Willard  Brentlinger. 

Martha  Leota  was  born  October  17,  1908,  on  the  Wagner 
Ford  Road.  She  attended  the  Heintz  School  on  the  Old 
Troy  Pike,  where  she  finished  in  1922.  She  then  entered 
Parker  High  School  for  one  year,  and  finished  her  High 
School  work  at  Steele,  where  she  graduated  in  1926. 

John  Willard  Brentlinger  was  born  October  10,  1914,  at 
their  home  on  the  Needmore  Road.  He  attended  the  Heintz 
School  until  there  was  built  the  new  centralized  school, 
which  he  is  now  attending. 

Joseph  Bert  Brentlinger,  third  son  of  William  and  Martha 
Ensley  Brentlinger,  was  born  December  4,  1879,  at  their 
home  on  the  Needmore  Road,  Harrison  Township,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County.  He  attended  the  Beardshear  Public  School 
nearby. 

At  an  early  age  he  started  in  to  help  his  father  carry  out 
the  farm  work  which  he  faithfully  did  until  his  marriage  on 
February  24,  1909,  to  Wincey  B.  Owen.  He  took  his  bride 
to  their  new  home  which  he  had  built  on  an  8-acre  tract 
just  north  of  Ebenezer  on  the  New  Troy  Pike,  where  they 
still  reside.  Here  he  has  carried  on  trucking  and  floricul¬ 
ture. 

Often  during  the  winter  months  he  has  worked  in  some  of 
the  larger  factories  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  Ebenezer  M.  E. 
Church  and  of  late  years  has  been  serving  as  an  official 
member.  He,  with  his  family,  is  now  attending  the  New 
Victory  Church,  which  they  helped  build  just  across  the 
Dixie  Highway,  replacing  the  Old  Ebenezer  Church. 
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To  this  union  has  been  born  one  son,  Robert  Owen 
Brentlinger. 

Robert  Owen  Brentlinger,  son  of  Bert  and  Wincey  Brent¬ 
linger,  was  born  August  15,  1910,  at  their  home  on  the  New 
Troy  Pike,  four  miles  north  of  Dayton.  At  the  age  of  six, 
he  entered  the  IIB  school  and  was  graduated  in  1924.  He 
then  entered  Parker  High  School,  and  after  completing  one 
year’s  course  was  promoted  to  Steele  High  School,  of  which 
he  is  now  a  student  and  a  member  of  the  band.  Robert 
studied  music  under  Harrj'  Wilson  Proctor  and  Carl  E. 
France. 

Arthur  Brentlinger,  fourth  son  of  William  and  Martha 
Ensley  Brentlinger,  was  born  August  8,  1881,  in  Harrison 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  His  birthplace  was 
on  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  the  Needmore  Road  adjacent 
to  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  this  farm. 

He  attended  the  school  known  as  District  No.  4,  on  the 
Needmore  Road. 

Aside  from  attending  school  during  boyhood  and  young 
manhood,  he  assisted  in  the  work  on  the  farm  attending  the 
live  stock,  planting,  cultivating  and  harvesting  the  crops 
of  corn,  wheat,  oats,  potatoes  and  alfalfa. 

After  the  season’s  work  was  completed  on  the  home  farm, 
a  few  extra  dollars  were  made  during  Autumn  and  Winter 
months  helping  the  neighbors.  One  of  his  winter  experi¬ 
ences,  in  company  with  his  brother  Bert,  was  contracting 
to  chop  wood  on  a  neighbor’s  farm.  Many  times  during 
that  winter  of  bitter  cold  weather,  they  sat  beside  a  wood 
pile  with  no  fire  and  ate  their  frozen  mid-day  lunch. 

When  twenty  years  old  he  took  a  bookkeeping  course  at 
Miami  Commercial  College,  Da3Ton,  Ohio,  later  spending 
four  years  as  bookkeeper  in  a  retail  coal  office.  After  this 
period  he  returned  to  his  father’s  farm,  again  taking  up 
the  farm  life. 
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On  January  31,  1912,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Welthy  O.  Smith,  daughter  of  James  P.  and  Estella  M. 
Smith,  moving  at  once  to  their  new  home  on  the  New  Troy 
Pike,  which  they  had  built  the  previous  summer. 

To  them  were  born  two  sons,  Ralph  William,  born  March 
8,  1925,  who  died  at  birth,  and  Paul  Smith,  born  April  3, 
1927. 

After  marriage  he  was  employed  at  the  Dayton  Engineer¬ 
ing  Laboratories,  then  known  as  the  Delco.  From  here  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Delco-Light  Frigidaire  Corporation, 
and  at  this  writing,  he  has  spent  fourteen  years  with  the 
above  company. 

Practically  all  the  time  he  has  been  foreman  in  the  Ma¬ 
terial  Division,  being  in  charge  of  the  Material  Stock  rooms 
of  the  Receiving,  Packing  and  Salvage  Departments. 

In  1905  he  joined  the  Vandalia  Lodge,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  657,  and  has  always  remained  a  member, 
having  passed  through  all  the  Lodge  chairs  and  carrying  a 
Past  Grand’s  Certificate. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  Victory  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  all  his  life,  at  times  serving  as  Church  Treasurer, 
Sunday  School  Teacher,  Trustee  and  Sunday  School  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  has  always  endeavored  to  carry  his  share  in 
the  upbuilding  in  every  way,  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

Anna  Ensley  Brentlinger,  oldest  daughter  and  fifth  child 
of  William  Wesley  and  Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  No¬ 
vember  6,  1883. 

She  resided  with  her  parents  on  a  farm  five  miles  north 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  Needmore  Road,  which  has  long 
been  owned  by  her  parents.  She  obtained  her  education  in 
the  old  one-room  school  house,  known  as  the  Beardshear 
school,  where  her  brothers  attended  in  their  youth. 

After  finishing  her  education,  she  went  to  live  with  her 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Ensley,  who  resided  on  the 
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New  Troy  Pike.  She  spent  twelve  years  at  their  home  car¬ 
ing  for  them  in  their  declining  years.  Mr.  Ensley  lived  to 
be  95  years  old  and  often  referred  to  the  excellent  care  he 
had  received  from  this  granddaughter.  After  the  death  of 
these  grandparents  she  again  returned  to  this  home  on  the 
Needmore  Road. 

In  the  year  of  1915,  she  spent  some  time  in  California, 
visiting  the  main  points  of  interest  along  the  Pacific  Coast. 

After  returning,  she  helped  care  for  her  mother,  who  was 
in  declining  health  for  eighteen  months. 

Anna  has  always  been  an  active  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  known  as 
the  Victory  M.  E.  Church,  having  served  as  a  teacher  for 
several  years,  and  also  as  President  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  of  that  church. 

Throughout  her  entire  life  she  has  stood  for  the  moral 
and  religious  and  social  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
she  lived. 

She  still  resides  with  her  father,  who  is  now  in  his  75th 
year. 

Mamie  Brentlinger,  the  second  daughter  and  sixth  child 
of  William  Wesley  and  Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  June 
1,  1885,  at  their  home  on  the  Needmore  Road,  five  miles 
north  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

She  obtained  her  education  at  the  little  old  one-room  dis¬ 
trict  school  house  on  the  Needmore  Road,  which  was  in 
sight  of  her  home.  She  spent  her  girlhood  days  faithfully 
helping  her  mother  with  the  never  ending  work  of  a  farm¬ 
er’s  wife. 

After  her  sister  Anna’s  return  home  from  their  grand¬ 
father  Ensley’s,  Mamie  secured  employment  at  the  Delco 
in  the  Inspection  Department,  during  the  World  War. 

In  1919,  she  discontinued  her  work  and  devoted  her  time 
in  helping  care  for  her  mother,  who  was  gradually  failing 
in  health.  It  can  truthfully  be  said  that  the  daughters’ 
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care  of  their  mother  was  an  unswerving  service  of  kindness 
and  devotion  to  the  last. 

After  a  few  years,  Mamie  returned  to  the  Delco  Remy, 
where  she  is  still  employed. 

When  quite  a  small  child,  she  united  with  the  Victory 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  is  still  an  active 
member,  and  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School. 

Wilbur  Howard  Brentlinger,  the  seventh  child  of  William 
and  Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  on  October  16,  1888.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  school  house  adjoining  his 
father’s  farm.  Here  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  play¬ 
ing  and  working  with  his  brothers. 

At  an  early  age  he  became  a  member  of  Victory  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  official  board.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Vandalia  Lodge  of  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

On  December  12,  1917,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Wampler,  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  E.  Stoner 
Wampler,  pioneers  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio. 

To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  namely:  Norman 
Edward,  who  was  born  September  11,  1919,  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  born  September  26,  1925,  and  died  February  14,  1926. 
She  was  like  a  flower  that  blooms  just  a  little  while  and 
soon  withers. 

Norman  delights  in  many  of  the  pastimes  of  his  father, 
especially  in  helping  his  grandfather  hunt  the  eggs  and 
watch  the  trains  that  run  through  the  farm. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Wilbur  acquired  a  home  one 
mile  west  of  his  father’s  on  the  Needmore  Road. 

He  continues  to  cultivate  his  father’s  farms  with  marked 
success.  Every  year  William  Brentlinger  and  his  son  Wil¬ 
bur  have  a  fine  farm  display  at  the  Montgomery  County 
Fair.  They  also  have  taken  many  prizes  on  their  exhibits 
of  field  corn. 
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Charles  Brentlinger,  the  eighth  child  of  William  Wesley 
and  Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  Februarj-  16,  1891,  at 
the  Brentlinger  homestead  on  the  Needmore  Road.  His 
early  education  was  received  at  the  nearby  school.  Beard- 
shear  District  No.  4. 

His  practical  agricultural  experience  was  received  on  the 
home  farm.  In  the  year  1915,  he  visited  the  western  states 
as  well  as  Mexico,  and  attended  the  San  Francisco  Exposi¬ 
tion.  On  his  return  home  he  tried  to  enter  the  Navy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  World  War,  but  was  refused.  His  name 
was  never  called  for  the  Army,  but  he  did  “his  bit”  by  pro¬ 
duction  on  his  father’s  farm. 

In  the  year  of  1916,  he  met  Miss  Dora  Class,  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools,  who,  on  the  19th  day  of  February, 
1920,  became  his  bride.  They  purchased  a  farm  in  Butler 
Township,  near  Polk  Grove,  where  they  made  their  perma¬ 
nent  home. 

In  March,  1922,  a  cyclone  unroofed  their  house  and  did 
other  slight  damages,  but  fortunately  no  one  was  injured. 

Along  with  their  farming  they  have  a  dairy  of  Jersey 
cows,  also  a  maple  sugar  camp,  both  of  which  are  syste¬ 
matically  handled. 

On  March  29,  1923,  a  little  girl,  Bonnie  Alice,  was  added 
to  their  home,  bringing  happiness  and  cheer. 

Charles  was  a  member  of  the  Victory  M.  E.  Church  at 
Ebenezer  until  his  marriage,  when  he  and  his  wife  united 
with  the  Polk  Grove  Christian  Church  on  the  National  High¬ 
way,  of  which  they  are  both  active  members. 

Nell  Elizabeth  Brentlinger,  youngest  child  of  William 
Wesley  and  Martha  Brentlinger,  was  born  December  9, 
1893,  at  the  present  homestead  on  the  Needmore  Road, 
five  miles  north  of  DajTon,  Ohio.  She  attended  at  a  one- 
room  brick  school  house  on  the  Needmore  Road,  one-half 
mile  east  of  her  home,  until  her  fifth  year  when  the  school 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Later  this  building  was  replace:! 
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by  the  present  two-room  brick  school,  in  which  she  com¬ 
pleted  her  common  school  education,  following  which  she 
attended  Steele  High  School  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

At  an  early  age,  Elizabeth  was  baptized  in  the  old  Ebene- 
zer  Methodist  Church,  now  known  as  the  Victory  M.  E. 
Church.  She  is  still  a  member  of  this  church. 

On  October  5,  1916,  Elizabeth  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Ray  L.  Hchler,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  was  affiliated  with  the 
Delco-Light  Company,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  is  still 
employed. 

In  August,  1920,  they  moved  to  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
where  Mr.  Hohler  had  secured  a  position  with  the  Delco- 
Light  Distributors. 

Early  in  1921,  they  returned  to  Dayton  and  purchased 
for  themselves  a  home  on  Philadelphia  Drive,  where  they 
still  reside.  Elizabeth  is  lovingly  and  patiently  filling  the 
place  of  mother  to  the  three  children  born  to  this  union. 
These  children  are:  Donald  William,  born  January  26, 
1922;  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  July  26,  1924;  and  Richard 
Howard,  born  October  29,  1925. 

ALICE  NAOMI  BRENTLINGER 

Alice  Naomi  Brentlinger,  daughter  of  Andrew  Lee  and 
Ann  Eliza  Brentlinger,  was  born  upon  a  farm  near  Vandalia, 
Ohio,  on  November  3,  1856.  Her  entire  life  was  spent  in 
the  community  in  which  she  was  born;  her  girlhood  days 
first  upon  the  farm  where  she  was  born,  and  later  upon  the 
farm  which  the  family  occupied,  consisting  of  the  rolling 
slopes  of  the  Great  Miami  River  and  Poplar  Creek.  She 
attended  school  at  the  “Brown  School,”  where  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Andrew  Brentlinger  in  turn  attended.  She  was  a 
capable  student  and  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  had  pre¬ 
pared  herself  to  teach  in  the  country  schools  of  the  county. 
Her  teaching  was  limited  to  one  term  in  a  school  of  Wayne 
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WINFIELD  SCOTT  SUNDERLAND  ALICE  NAOMI  SUNDERLAND 

Township,  Montgomerj^  Count3^  Ohio.  The  school  building 
was  located  upon  the  rather  high  banks  of  the  Miami  and 
Erie  Canal  and  because  of  this  location  was  long  called  the 
“Banks  School.” 

She  was  singularly  successful  as  a  teacher  and  in  that 
and  from  other  acts  of  her  life  was  frequently  mentioned  as 
a  person  having  superior  judgment  and  discretion.  Al¬ 
though  young  in  years  she  was  counselor  and  advisor  in  the 
family  circle,  and  was  especially  so  to  the  children  of  the 
family  who  were  younger  than  herself.  She  early  in  life 
accepted  the  Christian  faith,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  at  Vandalia,  Ohio.  She  was  active 
in  the  work  of  the  church  and  was  always  true  to  her  re¬ 
ligious  belief. 
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At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Winfield  Scott  Sunderland,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  Sun¬ 
derland,  who  were  neighbors  and  friends  of  her  parents. 
Thus  the  two  young  people  had  always  known  each  other, 
having  been  school  companions  and  friends  from  childhood. 
Unto  them  two  children  were  born,  Walter  Ellis  and  Mary 
Gertrude.  They  resided  upon  the  husband's  father’s  farm 
about  two  miles  east  of  Vandalia,  Ohio.  Their  married  life 
was  happy,  prosperous  and  promising;  but,  alas,  in  a  few 
brief  years  was  terminated,  through  the  death  of  the  hus¬ 
band,  Scott.  To  this  first  grief  of  the  young  wife  was  added 
another  in  the  taking  of  the  baby  daughter  about  one  year 
later.  Left  with  only  her  young  son,  Walter,  Alice  decided 
to  return  to  the  home  of  her  parents,  where  she  lived, 
though  never  so  light  hearted  and  free  as  was  her  wont 
in  her  girlhood  days,  until  October  7,  1881,  when  she,  too, 
was  called  to  “That  bourne  from  which  no  traveler  returns,” 
at  the  age  of  24  years,  11  months  and  4  days.  Of  her  it 
may  well  be  said  that  in  her  full  and  active  life  she  lived 
much  longer  than  the  number  of  her  years  and  days. 

Walter,  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  at  his  own  request 
and  with  the  concurrent  consent  of  all  his  grandparents, 
went  to  his  grandfather  Sunderland’s  home.  The  elderly 
couple  received  him  as  their  own  son  and  here  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  received  the  common  school  instruction  at 
the  same  little  red  brick  school  house  as  his  parents  before 
had  done. 

Alice,  her  husband,  Scott,  and  her  little  daughter,  Mary 
Gertrude,  sleep  peacefully  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Tip¬ 
pecanoe  City,  Ohio. 

Walter  Ellis  Sunderland,  son  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Alice 
N.  (Brentlinger)  Sunderland,  was  born  at  the  James  Sun¬ 
derland  home  place  on  September  5,  1875.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  and  younger  sister,  his  mother  took  him  with 
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her  when  four  years  of  age,  to  live  with  her  parents  at  the 
Andrew  Brentlinger  home  place.  His  little  sister,  Mary 
Gertrude,  died  when  but  two  years  old  and  his  mother 
about  three  years  later  died  of  typhoid  fever.  The  two 


WALTER  ELLIS  SUNDERLAND, 

JAMES  ROBERT  SUNDERLAND  AND 
JAMES  WALTER  SUNDERLAND- 
THREE  GENERATIONS. 

parents,  while  both  were  living,  talked  of  the  probability  of 
life,  and  the  father  had  requested  that  should  he  and  his 
mother  both  be  deceased,  Walter  should  return  to  the  Sun¬ 
derland  home  to  be  brought  up  by  his  grandparents,  James 
and  Mary  Sunderland.  This  desire  of  his  father  was  car¬ 
ried  out  and  here  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty-nine  years 
old.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  “Brown 
School,”  and  after  that,  he  completed  a  business  course.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  had  been  accepted  in  the  Post 
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Office  service  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  ever  since  retained 
this  connection  in  the  service  of  this  department  of  the 
government. 

On  September  5th,  1904,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Estella  Harbison,  of  Spencerville,  Ohio,  and  they  established 
their  home  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  have  lived  there  ever  since. 
Their  children  are  three  boys,  James  Robert,  born  August 
6,  1906,  John  Walter,  born  December  5,  1913,  and  Herbert 
Spencer,  born  December  19,  1920.  James  graduated  from 
Steele  High  School  in  June,  1924.  He  was  always  very 
much  interested  in  radio  work  and  has  made  it  his  occupa¬ 
tion.  He  is  now  employed  at  the  Johnson  Radio  and  Battery 
Company.  He  was  married  on  February  8,  1926,  to  Con¬ 
stance  Virginia  Tobias,  and  on  January  19,  1927,  a  little 
son  was  born  to  them,  whom  they  have  named  James 
Walter.  John  Walter  is  now  in  the  7th  grade  at  the  E.  J. 
Brown  School,  and  Herbert  Spencer  is  in  the  Kindergarten 
at  the  same  school.  Walter  E.  has  always  been  a  lover  of 
the  out-of-doors,  and  his  main  diversion  from  work  has  been 
hunting  trips  made  at  his  vacation  periods,  as  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Post  Office  Department  have  granted.  He  has 
gone  mostly  to  Reel  Foot  Lake,  in  Tennessee,  for  this  sport, 
generally  with  a  small  party  of  his  gentlemen  friends. 


ELIZA  ANN  BRENTLINGER 

Eliza  Ann  Brentlinger  was  born  in  Butler  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on  June  21,  1859,  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Highway,  one  mile  east  of  Vandalia.  When  she  was 
three  years  of  age,  her  parents  moved  to  a  nearby  farm, 
called  the  “Grand  View  Farm,”  and  here  she  spent  her  girl¬ 
hood  days.  She  attended  school  at  the  Brown  school  house 
about  a  mile  from  her  home,  from  1865  to  1876.  The  next 
three  years  were  spent  at  home. 


120 


Genealogy  and  Biography 


ELIZA  ANN  BOOHER  HENRY  W.  BOOHER 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  27,  1879,  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Henry  William  Booher,  of  Wayne  Township,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ohio.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  read 
at  the  home  of  her  parents  by  the  Kev.  David  L,  Swain. 
Shortly  after  they  moved  to  their  new  home  on  a  farm  about 
six  miles  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  Dixie  Highway. 
Here  they  lived  until  1895,  when  they,  with  their  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Warren  and  Eleanor,  moved  to  their  present  home  on 
the  Bellefontaine  Pike,  about  seven  miles  northeast  of 
Dayton. 

Mrs.  Booher  is  the  mother  of  six  children;  Warren  H., 
Eleanor  E.,  Henry  W.,  Lelia  E.,  Walter  B.,  and  Edwin  E. 
All  of  them  cherish  the  fondest  recollections  of  her  devout 
and  beautiful  character  and  are  truly  grateful  to  her  for 
the  inspiration  to  a  life  of  high  ideals  and  service  which 
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she  imparted  to  them,  both  by  precept  and  by  practice.  It 
may  truly  be  said  that  her  life  has  been  given  in  unselfish 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  her  children  and  that  they  are 
now  doing  what  they  can  to  vindicate  her  hope  in  them. 
They  feel  about  her  as  did  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  said 
of  his  mother,  “All  that  I  am  and  all  that  I  ever  hope  to  be 
I  owe  to  my  mother.’' 

Her  husband,  Henry  William  Bocher,  was  born  June  14, 
1852,  in  Wayne  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  a  successful  and  industrious  farmer  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  sold  fresh  meats  in  the  city  market  of  Dayton, 
in  which  he  was  very  successful.  He  invested  largely  in 
farm  lands  and  acquired  three  excellent  farms  in  Wayne 
Township.  He  took  great  pride  and  interest  in  all  his  un¬ 
dertakings  and  stood  unreservedly  for  right  and  justice  in 
all  transactions. 

His  death  occurred  on  January  29,  1927. 

Both  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  of 
Sulphur  Grove,  Ohio,  at  which  they  were  regular  and  de¬ 
vout  attendants. 

Warren  H.  Booher,  eldest  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Eliza  Ann 
Booher  (Miss  Eliza  Ann  Brentlinger),  was  born  one  mile 
south  of  Chambersburg,  Ohio,  March  10,  1882.  He  attended 
common  school  at  Chambersburg  until  1895,  when  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  their  present  home  on  the  Belief ontaine  Pike, 
five  miles  northeast  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

He  graduated  from  the  Wayne  Township  common  schools 
under  the  Boxwell  examinations  in  1898,  with  the  highest 
average  grades  of  any  in  his  class.  In  the  fall  of  1898  he 
entered  Steele  High  School,  at  Dayton,  in  a  class  of  approxi¬ 
mately  350  and  graduated  in  1902  as  an  honor  graduate, 
being  one  of  two  boys  chosen  to  speak  at  the  commence¬ 
ment. 

After  keeping  books  in  the  coal  office  of  Wassenich  and 
Mayl,  at  Dayton,  for  two  years,  he  resigned  to  enter  Ohio 
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State  University  in  September,  1904,  from  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  graduated  in  June,  1908,  with  the  degree  of  Civil 
Engineer.  For  the  most  part  he  worked  his  way  through 
college  and  during  the  last  year  he  took  an  active  part  in 
athletics,  where  he  ran  the  two-mile  and  cross  country 
races,  winning  several  first  positions  for  his  college  in 
various  contests. 

For  the  first  year  after  graduation  he  was  engineering 
assistant  to  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Health,  from  which 
he  resigned  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Ohio  Fuel  Company, 
a  branch  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  While  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  this  company  he  was  stationed  at  Charleston,  West 
Virginia. 

In  April,  1911,  he  resigned  to  accept  a  position  as  Sani¬ 
tary  Engineer  to  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health, 
which  position  he  held  until  sailing  for  France  in  August, 

1918.  While  in  France  he  had  headquarters  at  Paris  and 
was  engaged  in  sanitary  work  among  the  French  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation.  He  returned  from 
France  via  London,  Southhampton  and  Halifax  in  May, 

1919. 

Before  leaving  France  he  declined  a  cabled  offer  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  former  position  with  the  North  Carolina  State 
Board  of  Health  at  a  much  increased  salary.  Upon  his  re¬ 
turn  from  France  he  went  to  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
where  he  engaged  in  engineering  work  in  a  partnership, 
after  taking  a  short  post  graduate  course  in  engineering 
work  at  the  University  of  Michigan  during  the  winter  of 
1919-20.  The  partnership  agreement  was  dissolved  in  1923, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  private  practice  as 
a  consulting  engineer  at  Charlotte.  His  work  is  confined 
largely  to  the  design  and  supervision  of  construction  of 
water  works,  sewer  systems,  street  paving  and  electric 
lighting  for  cities  and  towns  in  North  Carolina,  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Georgia.  In  this  connection  he  has  had  charge  of 
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and  completed  several  million  dollars  worth  of  municipal 
improvements  and  has  in  progress  at  the  time  of  this  writ¬ 
ing  similar  work  aggregating  over  a  half  million  dollars. 

On  July  26,  1911,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anne  Stewart 
Learning,  of  Romney,  Indiana,  with  whom  he  was  a  class¬ 
mate  at  Ohio  State  University  for  three  years.  Miss  Learn¬ 
ing  graduated  from  the  same  class  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Science  in  Home  Economics.  Their  present  residence 
is  at  1014  Queens  Road,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Warren  is  a  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  Shriner.  He 
also  holds  membership  in  the  American  Public  Health  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  American  Water  Works  Association  and  an  As¬ 
sociate  Member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

Eleanor  Estella  Booher,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and 
Eliza  Ann  Booher,  was  born  one  mile  south  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Ohio,  March  22,  1891.  She  lived  there  until  1895, 
when  her  parents  moved  to  their  present  home  on  the  Belle- 
fontaine  Pike,  in  Wayne  Township,  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio. 

She  graduated  from  the  Wayne  Township  common  school 
in  1904  and  was  one  of  a  class  of  four  pupils  to  pass  the 
Patterson  examinations  from  the  township  that  year.  From 
1905  to  1909  she  attended  the  Steele  High  School  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  from  which  she  graduated  with  the  class  of  1909. 

After  teaching  in  the  rural  schools  of  Wayne  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  for  three  years,  she  resigned  to  enter 
the  Teachers’  College  at  Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio, 
where  she  took  the  two  years’  course  in  Home  Economics. 
After  receiving  her  diploma  from  this  institution  in  June, 
1914,  she  accepted  a  position  as  college  dietician  and  re¬ 
mained  at  Miami  another  year. 

But  Home  Economics  was  not  a  field  of  work  in  which 
Eleanor  ever  developed  much  interest,  nor  for  which  she 
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ever  showed  especial  ability.  So  in  the  fall  of  1915  she 
again  turned  to  teaching;  this  time  as  a  teacher  of  Mathe¬ 
matics  and  Physics  in  the  High  School  at  Bellbrook,  Ohio. 

By  the  end  of  this  year,  Eleanor  realized  that  Mathe¬ 
matics  was  a  field  of  thought  which  was  particularly  at¬ 
tractive  to  her  but  that  for  success  in  this  line  more  study 
was  necessary.  So  in  the  fall  of  1916,  she  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago,  from  which  she  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  with  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honors,  in  March, 
1918.  All  money  used  for  her  college  education  was  earned 
by  herself,  either  by  tutoring  and  doing  settlement  work 
while  in  college  or  by  teaching. 

In  March,  1918,  she  went  to  South  Bend,  Indiana,  where 
she  remained  as  a  teacher  of  Mathematics  in  the  Senior 
High  School  until  February,  1925.  At  that  time  she  ac¬ 
cepted  an  offer  to  join  the  faculty  of  the  Oak  Park  and 
River  Forest  Township  High  School,  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  as 
teacher  of  Mathematics  and  is  at  present  employed  in  this 
capacity. 

For  the  past  few  years,  Eleanor  has  been  spending  her 
summers  doing  graduate  work  in  the  Department  of  Mathe¬ 
matics  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  She  finds  this  a  very 
pleasant  way  to  spend  the  summers  and  takes  much  satis¬ 
faction  in  making  a  small  amount  of  progress  each  year. 

Eleanor  holds  membership  in  the  National  Education  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Women’s  Mathematics  Club  of  Chicago,  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women,  and  the  West 
Suburban  Alumnae  Association  of  University  of  Chicago. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Oak 
Park,  Illinois,  and  of  the  Woman’s  University  Club  of 
Chicago. 

Henry  (Harry)  W.  Bcoher  was  born  in  Wayne  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on  January  13,  1896.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Oak  Grove  Grammar  School  in  1911.  From  1911 
to  1915  he  attended  the  Osborn  High  School  and  in  1915  he 
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started  to  Ohio  State  University  in  the  College  of  Agri¬ 
culture.  He  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  for  overseas  duty  in 
the  World  War  with  the  112th  Ammunition  Train  of  the 
37th  Division,  on  July  6,  1917.  He  was  in  training  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  from  July  15  to  September  15,  1917,  and 
was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Sheridan,  Alabama.  He  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  on  November  22,  1917. 
In  June,  1918,  his  division  was  transported  to  Camp  Upton 
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and  from  there  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  set  sail 
for  overseas  service  on  July  4,  1918.  He  was  taken  to 
Liverpool,  England,  and  landed  there  July  15,  1918. 

The  company  was  conveyed  in  a  fleet  of  fourteen  trans¬ 
ports,  accompanied  by  a  battleship.  About  300  miles  from 
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Liverpool  an  enemy  submarine  suddenly  rose  in  the  midst 
of  the  fleet.  It  was  sighted  immediately  and  the  guns  of 
the  transports  were  turned  upon  it,  and  it  was  forced  to 
submerge.  It  was  probably  seriously  disabled  and  failed 
to  discharge  any  torpedoes.  However,  in  passing  beneath 
one  of  the  transports,  the  periscope  damaged  the  hull  so 
that  the  pumps  had  to  be  immediately  and  constantly  used, 
until  the  transport  reached  port.  After  the  soldiers  were 
landed  and  the  pumps  stopped,  the  transport  immediately 
sank. 

After  traveling  through  England  to  South  Hampton, 
they  were  taken  across  the  English  Channel  to  Cherbourgh, 
France.  From  here  they  traveled  by  rail  to  Camp  De  Songe, 
near  Bordeaux.  After  being  here  a  short  time  he  was  de¬ 
tailed  to  transport  ammunition  by  truck  from  Marseilles,  in 
southern  France,  to  Langres,  at  the  front.  During  the  late 
summer  and  autumn  of  1918,  they  were  being  stationed  at 
various  places  along  the  front  and  were  in  most  active  serv¬ 
ice  along  the  Verdun  and  St.  Miheil  sectors.  His  service 
was  largely  transporting  ammunition  to  the  front  and  mov¬ 
ing  it  from  various  places  to  keep  it  out  of  the  German 
artillery  range.  This  work  was  fraught  with  great  danger. 
On  one  occasion,  at  messtime,  while  Harry,  with  other 
soldiers  were  in  line  with  their  plates  in  hand,  an  enemy 
bomb  was  dropped,  striking  and  exploding  near  this  line, 
injuring  a  number  and  causing  the  entire  line  to  be  thrown 
to  the  ground.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice 
he  was  stationed  near  Metz,  near  the  border  of  Germany. 
Before  the  return  home  he  was  able  to  take  a  two  weeks’ 
leave  to  Vais  Le  Bain,  a  tourist’s  resort  in  the  Alpine  re¬ 
gion,  and  enjoyed  seeing  the  unique  architecture  of  that 
part  of  France  as  well  as  something  of  the  life  of  the  French 
people.  He  also  visited  Lyons,  France,  at  this  time.  He 
was  in  France  for  eight  months.  He  traveled  across  France, 
through  Paris  to  the  West  Coast  and  set  sail  for  the  United 


The  BrentUnger  Family 


127 


States  from  Brest,  France,  on  the  President  Grant,  on  March 
20,  1919.  He  arrived  at  Camp  Stuart,  Newport  News,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  on  April  second,  and  left  for  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  April 
ninth,  arriving  at  Camp  Sherman  on  April  tenth,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  United  States  army  on 
April  18,  1919.  He  spent  the  summer  of  1919  at  home  and 
returned  to  finish  his  studies  in  the  College  of  Agriculture 
at  Ohio  State  University  in  the  autumn.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture  in  June,  1921. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  lives 
at  home.  He  is  now  farming  the  home  place  and  two  neigh¬ 
boring  farms. 

Lelia  Evangeline  Booher  was  born  in  Wayne  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on  March  9,  1898.  Her  early 
childhood  was  spent  at  home  on  the  farm  northeast  of  Day- 
ton.  She  graduated  from  the  Oak  Grove  Grammar  School 
in  1912.  She  attended  High  School  at  Osborn,  Ohio,  from 
1912  to  1916.  During  the  summer  of  1915  she  attended  An¬ 
tioch  Normal  School  at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio.  In  the  autumn 
of  1916  she  entered  the  College  of  Agriculture  at  Ohio  State 
University  and  received  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1920.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  she  began  her  work  of  Research 
Assistant  and  Dietitian  in  the  Department  of  Biological 
Chemistry  and  Internal  Medicine  at  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  S.  from  that  institution 
in  1922.  For  the  next  two  years  she  held  the  position  of 
Instructor  of  Biological  Chemistry  at  the  New  York  Post 
Graduate  Medical  School,  New  York  City.  She  studied  in 
the  Department  of  Chemistry  and  held  a  position  of  Re¬ 
search  Assistant  at  Columbia  University  from  1924  to  1926. 
In  the  summer  of  1926  she  did  experimental  chemical  work 
at  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 
and  passed  the  examination  for  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  She 
has  maintained  a  high  scholarship  in  all  her  school  and  uni¬ 
versity  work  and  has  won  this  by  her  unusual  diligence  and 
intensified  effort. 


128 


Genealogy  and  Biography 


Walter  B.  Booher  was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ohio,  on  November  11,  1900.  His  earlj" 
childhood  was  spent  at  the  home  of  his  parents  on  a  farm 
about  seven  miles  northeast  of  Dayton.  He  attended  the 
Oak  Grove  Grammar  School  and  graduated  in  1915.  In  the 
autumn  of  1915  he  started  to  Osborn  High  School  and 
graduated  in  1919.  The  summer  vacations  were  spent  at 
home  until  the  summer  of  1919,  when  he  became  ill  with 
tuberculosis  and  went  to  a  Sanitarium  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 
He  remained  at  the  Sanitarium  until  June  14,  1920.  After 
spending  three  years  at  home,  during  which  he  gradually 
regained  his  health  and  resumed  his  usual  activities,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  College  of  Education  at  Ohio  State  University, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1923.  He  has  completed  the  course  of 
study  and  received  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  Education  with 
specialization  in  Industrial  Education.  He  also  held  the 
position  of  teacher  of  manual  training  in  the  East  Columbus 
School  during  his  attendance  at  Ohio  State  University.  The 
summers  of  1926-27  were  spent  as  Councillor  at  Camp  Pemi- 
gewassett,  in  the  White  Mountains  in  New  Hampshire. 

Edwin  E.  Booher  was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  Mont¬ 
gomery^  County,  Ohio,  on  April  29,  1903.  His  early  life  was 
spent  at  home  on  the  farm.  From  1909  to  1917  he  attended 
the  Oak  Grove  Grammar  School.  At  the  close  of  these  eight 
years,  he  entered  the  High  School  at  Osborn,  Ohio,  graduat¬ 
ing  in  June,  1921.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  entered 
Ohio  State  University,  spending  the  years  from  1921  to 
1924  studying  in  the  College  of  Education.  That  completed 
his  formal  academic  training. 

Throughout  his  High  School  and  College  years  he  spent 
his  summers  in  some  gainful  occupation^ — usually  one  which 
put  him  in  close  contact  with  the  business  to  which  he  was 
later  to  devote  his  energies,  namely  the  construction 
business. 
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He  spent  the  winter  of  1924-25  in  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  hold¬ 
ing  a  position  with  a  prominent  real  estate  concern  of  that 
city.  Upon  his  return  to  Dayton,  in  the  spring  of  1925,  he 
became  engaged  in  real  estate  and  building  work  in  that 
city,  leading  an  active  life  in  that  line  of  business  up  to  the 
present  time. 

ELLSWORTH  BRENTLINGER 

Ellsworth  Brentlinger,  son  of  Andrew  and  Ann  Eliza 
Brentlinger,  was  born  on  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  Vandalia, 
Ohio,  on  the  National  Road,  the  great  national  highway 
visioned  by  George  Washington  and  upon  his  recommenda¬ 
tion  its  construction  was  undertaken  by  the  government 
while  he  was  President.  When  Ellsworth  was  one  year  old 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  another  home  about  three 
miles  southeast  of  Vandalia,  on  another  farm.  This  farm 
became  the  family  home  and  all  the  children  of  Andrew 
Brentlinger  cherish  the  memory  of  this  fair  spot  as  their 
childhood  home.  Bounded  as  it  was  by  both  the  Great 
Miami  River  and  Poplar  Creek,  it  was  a  very  fertile 
farm,  with  rolling  landscape  and  delightful  views,  and  it 
yielded  comforts  and  enchantment  in  abundance;  never  to 
be  forgotten  by  this  frugal,  industrious  and  happy  family. 

Ellsworth,  as  did  all  the  brothers  and  sisters,  attended 
the  common  school  at  a  little  red  brick  school  house,  long 
known  as  the  “Brown  School.”  When  about  twenty  years 
old,  he  then  desiring  more  of  an  education  than  the  country 
schools  afforded,  entered  the  National  Normal  University, 
at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  This  was  a  school  founded  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  preparing  young  men  and  women  for  teachers,  and 
at  that  time  consisted  of  about  twenty  teachers  and  one 
thousand  students.  This  school,  through  growth  and  ex¬ 
tended  curricula,  became  a  recognized  University  with 
authority  to  confer  the  usual  university  degrees.  Eor  sev¬ 
eral  years  Ellsworth  taught  in  the  country  schools  through 
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the  winter  terms  and  returned  to  his  studies  at  Lebanon  for 
the  summer  months.  He  was  not  a  ready  student,  quickly 
grasping  a  subject,  but  a  plodding  worker.  He  obtained  his 
gains  by  slow  and  laborious  measures,  just  ranking 
amongst  those  of  ordinary  ability. 

It  was  the  custom  for  each  class  to  select  a  number  of 
speakers  for  their  graduating  exercises,  who  were  members 
of  the  class.  Ellsworth  was  chosen  one  of  the  speakers  for 
the  class  of  1888.  His  was  a  debate  upon  the  subject  “Lib¬ 
erty  in  Trade,’’  that  being  a  discussion  of  the  tariff  ques¬ 
tion,  the  foremost  political  issue  of  that  day.  Mr.  Brent- 
linger  was  assigned  to  the  negative  side,  which  meant  he 
would  defend  a  protective  tariff.  His  opponent  was  a  gen¬ 
tleman  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  who  had  been  associated 
with  the  publication  of  a  newspaper  in  that  state.  He  had 
thought  and  written  much  upon  the  subject.  He  was,  also, 
several  years  the  senior  of  Mr.  Brentlinger.  The  result  of 
the  debate,  of  course  was  forecast  by  many,  with  the 
opinion  predominating  in  favor  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  University  had  at  that  time  a  large  percentage 
of  its  students  from  the  southern  states.  There  were  no 
decisions  or  scoring  of  points  in  any  official  way  in  these 
addresses  or  debates,  but  the  student  body  always  acted 
voluntarily  as  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  productions.  In 
this  instance  Mr.  Brentlinger,  by  this  popular  judgment, 
won  the  honors  by  no  uncertain  margin.  He  gratefully  re¬ 
members  the  words  spoken  in  congratulations  by  one  of  his 
professors  who  said,  “Mr.  Brentlinger,  you  excelled  your¬ 
self.”  These  words  have  carried  a  very  lasting  influence 
into  his  life  and  have  many  times  stimulated  his  actions  and 
exalted  his  aims.  He  graduated  from  this  University  in  the 
year  1888,  with  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  Civil 
Engineer  and  in  the  year  1889,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts. 

Upon  leaving  Lebanon,  which  he  had  learned  to  hold  next 
in  esteem  to  his  own  home,  he  went  to  Oklahoma,  that  ter¬ 
ritory  having  been  opened  to  settlement  in  the  spring  of  that 
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year.  Arriving  at  Guthrie,  Okla.,  in  September,  he  found 
the  settlers  with  about  all  their  means  invested  in  their 
new  homes,  and  the  crops  not  then  ready  to  convert  into 
cash.  A  period  of  general  waiting  had  settled  upon  the 
inhabitants  and  a  dull  season  had  begun.  The  young  gradu¬ 
ate  tried  for  the  position  of  principal  of  the  public  schools. 


ELLSWORTH  AND  CARRIE  OPHELIA  BRENTLINGER,  MARIE,  HERBERT, 

MILDRED  AND  ALBERT 


which  were  then  being  organized.  Failing  to  secure  this, 
he  next  sought  employment  as  a  civil  engineer,  having  pre¬ 
pared  for  that  work  at  Lebanon,  After  the  usual  cor¬ 
respondence  with  the  city  engineers  throughout  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  country,  he  received  an  offer  of  a  position  with  the  City 
Engineer  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  at  the  modest  wage  of  $40.00 
per  month.  This  offer  he  was  happy  to  accept  and  was 
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soon  upon  the  job.  Mr.  Howard  H.  Jackman  was  the  city 
engineer,  and  in  that  city  with  a  number  of  associates  whose 
names  are  yet  recalled,  he  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  first  work 
as  a  civil  engineer.  He  was  next  engaged  in  surveying  and 
constructing  irrigation  canals  along  the  Arkansas  valley 
in  Colorado.  Some  thirty-five  years  later  it  was  his  priv¬ 
ilege  when  traveling  in  that  state  to  visit  that  section  of 
countrj^  again.  It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  look  upon  the 
teeming  stretches  of  land,  the  thrifty  homes  and  the  busy 
little  cities  then  having  from  six  to  ten  thousand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  where  first  he  saw  arid  plains  with  no  homes  and 
only  railroad  stations  for  towns.  Can  it  be  considered 
strange  that  the  great  broad  West  caught  his  attention  and 
imbued  in  him  the  pioneering  spirit?  While  appreciating 
the  measure  of  success  that  has  rewarded  his  efforts  in 
those  places  and  in  such  vocations  as  he  has  elected  to  fol¬ 
low;  yet  there  is  ever  a  lingering  thought  of  what  might 
have  been  had  he  ‘'dropped  the  bucket”  in  that  new  and  vast 
country  teeming  with  opportunities  so  obviously  within 
his  grasp. 

Returning  from  the  West  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  he  was  for 
several  years  employed  in  that  city  as  a  civil  engineer  and 
as  the  superintendent  of  streets.  At  the  close  of  these  en¬ 
gagements  he  became  a  contracting  engineer,  engaging  in 
public  contracts  in  Dayton  and  in  the  surrounding  cities  and 
counties.  The  class  of  work  in  which  he  mostly  engaged 
was  roadway  paving  and  sewer  and  water  conduit  construc¬ 
tion.  One  extensive  improvement  embraced  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  large  tract  into  city  lots  by  platting  and  paving 
the  roadways  and  sidewalks  on  the  “Boulevards”  of  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York,  for  the  Briggs  Real  Estate  Company.  He 
also  executed  a  similar  contract  for  the  same  company  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  which  addition  is  known  as  the  “High¬ 
lands.”  Mr.  Brentlinger  had  a  reputation  amongst  employ¬ 
ers  and  his  associate  contractors  of  executing  what  he  un¬ 
dertook.  He  never  halted  upon  a  contract  and  never  cost 
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a  friend  a  loss.  A  contractor  of  the  City  of  Dayton,  upon 
one  occasion,  having  undertaken  a  contract  to  lay  a  large 
cast  iron  conduit  beneath  the  bed  of  the  Great  Miami  River, 
and  having  failed  to  accomplish  it  after  repeated  efforts, 
sought  him  to  have  him  undertake  the  job.  The  necessary 
agreement  having  been  arranged,  he  successfully  lowered 
the  pipe  to  its  proper  line  and  grade  by  means  of  canvas 
coffer  dams,  back  of  which  he  pumped  out  the  water  from 
the  river,  a  stream  ten  feet  in  depth,  without  damage  or 
accident,  and  with  no  unexpected  difficulties. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Carrie  Ophelia  Kunkle,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Kunkle,  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  His  bride  had  been  one  of  his 
pupils  in  the  school  which  he  had  formerly  taught  at  Van- 
dalia,  Ohio.  She  has  proven  a  helpful  companion  and  has 
had  a  great  influence  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  both  the 
husband  and  the  entire  family.  It  was  her  privileged  duty 
to  take  her  mother  in  her  final  sickness,  into  her  home  to 
tenderly  nurse  her  to  the  end.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union.  They  are  Anna  Marie,  Albert  Henry, 
Herbert  Aloice  and  Mildred  Elizabeth.  Marie  is  now  the 
wife  of  George  G.  Johnson.  They,  with  one  son,  Richard 
Morris,  live  upon  their  farm  on  the  National  Road  three 
miles  west  of  Vandalia,  Ohio.  Marie  attended  the  common 
schools  in  Clermont  County  and  graduated  from  the  New 
Boston  High  School  of  that  county.  Mr.  Johnson  is  the 
only  son  of  a  prominent  family  of  Batavia,  Ohio. 

Albert  was  married  to  Miss  Flora  Cratty,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  in  1915.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two  children, 
Albert,  Jr.,  and  Helen  Corrine.  Albert  was  also  graduated 
from  the  New  Boston  High  School  after  which  he  attended 
the  National  Normal  University,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and 
Ohio  Northern  University,  at  Ada,  Ohio.  He  later  gradu¬ 
ated  from  an  Embalming  College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
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Finding  the  climate  of  Colorado  beneficial  to  his  health, 
he  became  a  citizen  of  that  state.  For  ten  years  he  was 
engaged  with  the  Mountain  States  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  of  Denver,  but  later  returned  to  the  business  of 
undertaking  in  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colorado.  He  since  has 
added  to  this  work  the  clothing  business,  and  is  now,  with 
the  very  able  assistance  of  his  wife,  a  very  busy  and  influ¬ 
ential  man  in  the  communitj". 

Herbert  is  a  civil  engineer  and  has  been  employed  in  the 
Highway  Department  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  past 
five  3xars.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Steele  High  School  of  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  and  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  at  which  place 
he  secured  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  In  1923  he  w^as 
married  to  Miss  Irene  Weeks,  daughter  of  S.  B.  and  Nellie 
Weeks,  of  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  To  them  two  children  have 
been  born.  Doris  Jean,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  John 
Weeks,  a  rustling  boy  now  (August,  1926)  six  months  of 
age.  Herbert  enlisted  for  the  World  War  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  but  the  war  had  closed  before  he  became  trained 
for  service. 

Mildred,  who  is  a  school  girl  of  the  eighth  grade,  ranks 
high  in  her  school  work.  She  is  anticipating  her  entry 
upon  her  high  school  course  at  Steele,  of  Dayton,  next  Sep¬ 
tember.  She  also  devotes  some  of  her  time  to  the  study  of 
music. 

Until  the  year  1904,  the  family  of  Ellsworth  and  Ophelia 
Brentlinger  had  resided  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  It  was  then  that 
they,  with  their  children,  then  three  in  number,  moved  upon 
a  large  farm  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio.  Ellsworth,  who 
had  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  took  his  family  to  this  farm 
that  they  might  enjoy  the  same  physical  and  moral  uplift 
that  life  in  the  country  may  so  generously  afford.  In  1913, 
the  last  year  that  they  lived  upon  the  farm,  Mildred  w^as 
born,  she  being  by  several  years  the  youngest  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  This  year  was  also  the  date  of  the  most  destructive 
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of  Dayton  floods,  of  which  there  have  been  several.  To 
help  restore  order  and  cleanliness  and  to  clear  away  the 
mud  and  debris  of  that  great  disaster,  Ellsworth  came  from 
his  farm  with  a  dozen  teams,  wagons,  and  men,  who,  along 
with  many  others  likewise  engaged,  worked  until  the  gigan¬ 
tic  task  had  been  completed.  The  following  year  the  farm 
in  Clermont  County  was  sold  and  this  family  found  another 
home  in  the  country  just  north  of  and  closely  adjoining  the 
City  of  Dayton.  This  territory  has  since  builded  with 
homes  until  it  now  is  a  suburban  section.  Mr.  Brentlinger 
is  now  devoting  some  of  his  time  in  constructing  resident 
houses  and  in  otherwise  developing  and  beautifying  this 
land  into  building  lots  by  building  streets,  planting  shade 
trees  and  in  providing  the  necessary  service  connections. 

In  recent  years,  since  the  advent  of  the  automobile  has 
made  traveling  so  convenient  and  general,  it  has  become  a 
delight  to  this  family,  those  yet  under  the  family  roof,  to 
travel.  They  have  made  a  number  of  journeys  to  different 
parts  of  this  country.  They  have  traveled  along  the  great 
lakes  of  the  North,  through  the  Eastern  Middle  States,  the 
Middle  West  and  along  the  western  mountains  from  Texas 
to  Montana.  These  travels  have  been  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  wonderful  scenes  and  beauties  of  the  country ; 
for  the  purpose  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  life  and 
occupation  of  the  people  and  to  gain  more  knowledge  of 
the  vastness,  resources,  and  wealth  of  the  land.  These 
trips  have  included  visits  to  their  children  and  to  other 
relatives  of  the  family  of  which  there  is  a  continuous  chain 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Pacific,  all  descendants  of 
Andrew  Brentlinger.  A  hope  is  fondly  cherished  that  a 
journey  may  yet  be  afforded  to  the  Pacific  slopes  of  the 
country,  to  enjoy  its  sunshine,  its  mountains,  its  valleys,  its 
roads  and  its  cities. 

Favored  with  so  many  blessings,  and  an  unbroken  family 
circle,  as  yet ;  it  is  fitting  to  say  this  family  is  not  unmind¬ 
ful  or  ungrateful  to  the  kind  Providence  who  has  bestowed 
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it  all.  Both  the  parents  and  all  the  children  are  members  of 
some  church  and  active  in  their  church  work.  Some  are 
members  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  some  are 
Methodists  and  some  are  members  of  the  Christian  denomi¬ 
nation.  Ellsworth  has  been  at  times  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  a  member  of  the  Official  Board  of  the 
church.  Herbert  and  Irene  have  each  served  as  leader  of  the 
Epworth  League,  and  several  members  of  the  family  have 
been  and  are  Sunday  School  teachers.  The  family  as  a  unit 
and  individually  have  been  public  spirited  and  not  afraid  to 
stand  for  honest  convictions,  and  community  welfare,  with 
their  moral  and  material  support. 

“Our  fathers  to  their  graves  have  gone ; 

Their  strife  is  past,  their  triumph  won; 

But  sterner  trials  await  the  race,  which  rises  in  their  hon¬ 
ored  place ; 

A  moral  warfare  with  the  crime  and  folly  of  an  evil  time.’' 

— Whittier. 

LAURA  FRANCES  BRENTLINGER 

Laura  Frances  (Brentlinger)  Wells,  the  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  Lee  and  Ann  Eliza  Brentlinger,  was  born  on 
November  29,  1865,  on  the  Brentlinger  farm,  w^hich  included 
lands  along  Poplar  Creek  and  the  Miami  River.  Being  the 
youngest  daughter  of  the  family  she  was  not  entirely 
through  her  years  of  schooling  when  the  infirmities  of  fail¬ 
ing  health  and  age  came  upon  her  parents.  Her  education 
was  limited  to  a  common  school  course  at  the  little  red  brick 
school  house  on  the  “Brown  School”  road,  one  mile  from 
the  home.  She  was  an  exceedingly  diligent  student  at 
school  and  always  maintained  a  very  high  rating  in  her 
school  work.  The  country  schools  at  that  time,  frequentlj^ 
held  spelling  schools  throughout  the  respective  townships. 
These  spelling  contests  had  been  going  on  for  some  weeks 
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in  the  schools  of  Butler  Township  and  a  young  miss,  a 
scholar  in  the  schools,  had  earned  several  victories  over  con¬ 
testants  and  had  been  proclaimed  the  champion  of  the  spell¬ 
ing  contests  of  that  township.  She,  however,  had  never 
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been  matched  in  a  contest  with  Laura  Brentlinger.  The 
occasion  at  last  arrived  when  the  champion  and  Laura 
Brentlinger  were  chosen  on  opposing  sides  in  a  spelling  con¬ 
test  at  the  Chambersburg  school  house.  Everyone  knew 
that  probably  the  two  best  spellers  of  the  township  stood 
opposed  to  each  other  that  night.  The  feeling  of  expectancy 
and  rivalry  was  intense.  Gradually  those  engaged  in  the 
spelling  were  reduced  by  failure  to  spell  correctly  until  only 
the  two  remained  contesting  with  each  other.  The  teacher 
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who  pronounced  the  words  to  be  spelled  had  gotten  well 
through  the  ordinary  words  of  the  spelling  book  and  neither 
had  misspelled  a  word.  He  had  begun  to  turn  the  pages  of 
the  book  to  those  words  more  commonly  misspelled,  every¬ 
body  noted  his  procedure  and  the  intensity  of  interest  in¬ 
creased.  After  a  considerable  time  the  champion  misspelled 
a  word  which  Miss  Brentlinger  promptly  spelled  correctly 
without  waiting  for  it  to  be  re-pronounced.  The  champion¬ 
ship  of  the  spelling  contests  had  passed  to  Laura  Brent¬ 
linger  in  the  midst  of  generous  congratulation  and  applause. 
Laura  was  about  as  well  qualified  in  other  subjects  as  she 
was  in  spelling  and  could  easily  have  prepared  herself  for 
teaching. 

The  condition  of  her  mother’s  health  and  the  consequent 
obligation  which  she  felt  towards  her  at  that  time,  pre¬ 
vented  her  from  extending  her  studies  by  entering  the 
course  of  some  school  of  higher  education.  Home  duties  led 
her  to  some  lessons  not  found  in  text  books,  but  no  less  im¬ 
portant  or  difficult.  The  farm  work  and  management  had 
not  been  suspended  by  the  Brentlinger  family,  as  was  done 
later,  and  much  of  the  house  work  devolved  upon  Laura, 
although  she  was  not  physically  robust.  Her  will  power 
and  endurance,  however,  triumphed  and  an  emergency 
never  came  which  she  did  not  masterfully  meet.  While  yet 
in  school  at  “Brown”  she  practically  took  over  the  house¬ 
keeping  for  the  family.  She  would  rise  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning  in  order  that  work  necessary  to  be  done  might 
be  accomplished  in  time  to  be  at  the  school  house  at  eight 
o’clock  each  morning  for  the  opening  of  the  school.  These 
duties  included  sometimes  the  baking  of  bread  or  the  family 
laundrying,  or  the  orderly  arrangement  of  rooms  and  al¬ 
ways  the  preparation  of  the  breakfast  and  the  milking  of 
the  cows. 

Regardless  of  such  arduous  tasks,  she  has  always  re¬ 
garded  it  as  a  happy  privilege  to  have  been  situated  so  that 
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she  could  administer  to  her  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
Her  mother  died  in  March,  1884,  after  two  years  of  linger¬ 
ing  illness,  and  for  four  years  thereafter  she  kept  her 
father’s  home  and  cared  for  him  with  no  one  at  times  with 
her  except  her  young  niece,  Lottie  Patton,  whose  mother 
kindly  permitted  and  persuaded  her  to  live  with  them  for 
companionship  and  for  assistance  should  that  be  needed. 
Laura  and  her  young  niece  were  the  only  ones  with  Andrew 
Lee  Brentlinger  when  he  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy  in  De¬ 
cember,  1887,  without  any  previous  illness. 

The  old  home  was  picturesque  and  romantic  with  its  spa¬ 
cious  rooms,  halls  and  stairway;  its  sloping  hills,  its  or¬ 
chards,  the  woodlands,  the  spring  with  the  strong  stone 
milkhouse  and  the  large  forest  trees  which  stood  as  a 
sentry  guard  about  it;  and  the  delightful  landscape  views 
and  vistas.  Laura  loved  this  old  home  with  its  many  beau¬ 
tiful  aspects  of  nature.  She  was  among  the  last  to  leave  it 
when  the  house  was  finally  vacated  after  the  death  of  the 
father.  The  farm  had  been  sold  because  the  father  had 
found  he  could  no  longer  maintain  it  in  a  proper  state  of 
preservation  and  he  felt  he  could  not  tolerate  the  experience 
of  seeing  it  declining  in  usefulness  and  beauty.  He  had,  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  all  but  closed  the 
purchase  agreement  for  a  home  in  the  Village  of  Vandalia, 
Ohio,  where  he  and  Laura  would  have  resided  had  his  life 
been  prolonged. 

After  the  death  of  her  parents  Laura,  went  to  the  home  of 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Booher,  but  for  a  few  days  only. 
She  was  married  to  William  S.  Wells,  a  young  farmer,  whom 
she  had  known  all  her  life.  Their  marriage  ceremony  was 
performed  on  January  26,  1888,  at  the  residence  of  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Bowers,  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
at  Vandalia,  Ohio.  They  at  once  established  a  home  on  a 
farm  one  mile  north  of  Vandalia,  which  farm  has  since 
become  their  own  and  here  they  have  always  resided.  Laura 
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and  Will,  as  their  intimate  friends  are  wont  to  refer  to 
them,  have  always  devoted  their  energies  to  farming,  grant¬ 
ing  themselves  a  few  pleasurable  vacations,  consisting  of 
several  automobile  journeys  to  the  summer  resorts  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  and  a  trip  to  friends  and  relatives  at 
Decatur,  Effingham  and  other  points  in  Illinois.  Before 
her  marriage  Laura  and  her  father  made  a  railroad  journey 
to  the  homes  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Erisman,  at  Benton 
City,  Missouri,  and  of  her  brother,  Thomas  J.  Brentlinger, 
at  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa.  She,  her  husband  and  their  two  chil¬ 
dren  were  of  the  company  that  constituted  the  reunion  held 
at  the  Erisman  home  near  Benton  City,  Missouri. 

To  William  S.  and  Laura  F.  Wells  a  son  and  a  daughter 
have  been  born.  Their  daughter,  Irene,  was  born  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1893.  She  received  her  education  first  by  com¬ 
pleting  the  common  school  course  of  Butler  Township,  then 
by  graduating  in  the  High  School  of  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio, 
and  finishing  her  education  at  Otterbein  College,  Wester¬ 
ville,  Ohio.  Before  her  graduation  at  Otterbein  College  she 
taught  in  the  schools  of  Butler  Township  at  Polk  Grove 
school,  driving  to  and  from  the  school  each  morning  and 
evening  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  a  distance  of  five  miles. 
Her  salary  for  this  work  was  only  thirty-five  dollars  per 
month,  the  standard  for  primary  teachers  in  the  township. 
Irene  was  married  on  May  31,  1917,  to  Russell  Sengsr,  of 
Dayton,  Virginia,  with  whom  she  had  become  acquainted 
in  her  college  years  at  Otterbein.  They  began  their  wedded 
life  at  Akron,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Senger  was  employed  with 
the  Goodyear  Rubber  Company.  In  October  of  the  same 
year  Irene  contracted  a  severe  cold  which  failed  to  yield  to 
treatment  and  finally  developed  into  tuberculosis.  In  May 
of  1918,  Irene  and  her  husband  came  to  her  parents’  home, 
where  her  strength  continued  to  fail  until  she  died  on 
August  26,  1918.  Just  two  months  before  her  death  a  tiny 
baby  boy  was  born  whom  they  named  Robert  Horace. 
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Louis  A.,  only  son  of  Laura  F.  and  William  S.  Wells,  was 
born  on  September  7,  1898,  on  their  farm  north  of  Van- 
dalia,  Ohio.  Louis  has  spent  the  most  of  his  life  upon  the 
farm  where  he  was  born  and  where  his  father  was  born 
and  has  lived  all  his  life.  The  Wells  people  cling  closely 
to  their  “native  vine  and  fig  tree.”  Louis  is  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  Wells  lineage  who  have  occupied  the  land 
where  he  now  resides.  His  great-grandfather,  Samuel 
Wells,  settled  upon  these  lands  when  he  came  from  Albe¬ 
marle  County,  Virginia,  about  the  year  1817.  Louis’  grand¬ 
father,  William  Wells,  as  an  heir  to  the  Samuel  Wells’  es¬ 
tate,  came  into  possession  of  the  land  now  the  property  of 
his  son,  William  S.  Wells. 

Louis  has  spent  about  one  and  one-half  years  in  the 
states  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  for¬ 
estry  and  plant  culture.  He  is  at  present  with  the  Zetlitz 
Floral  Products  Co.,  leading  florists  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  He 
has  inherited  from  his  mother  a  love  for  the  beauties  of 
nature  and  industrial  traits  conspicuous  in  the  family  clan. 

Robert  Horace  Senger  is  the  only  child  of  Irene  and  Rus¬ 
sell  Senger  and  was  born  on  June  26,  1918.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  but  two  months  old.  He  has  always  been 
the  pride  of  his  grandparents,  William  S.  and  Laura  F. 
Wells,  who  have  nurtured  him  from  his  birth.  Robert  has 
always  been  a  delicate  child,  weighing  only  four  and  one- 
half  pounds  when  born  and  thirty-eight  pounds  at  eight 
years  of  age.  He  is,  however,  very  active  and  energetic. 
He,  a  beautiful  blue-eyed,  fair-complexioned  boy,  has  in¬ 
stilled  into  his  grandparents’  lives  much  hope  for  his  future 
years. 

The  Wells  burial  plot  is  in  the  peaceful  Maple  Hill  Ceme¬ 
tery  near  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio,  where  the  deceased  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wells  family  are  interred. 
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HOWARD  GRANT  BRENTLINGER 

Howard  Grant  Brentlinger  was  born  August  17,  1868. 
He  is  the  youngest  of  the  family  of  Andrew  Lee  and  Ann 
Eliza  (Polhamus)  Brentlinger.  The  old  “Grand  View 
Farm,”  in  Butler  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  was 
the  place  of  his  birth.  The  large  brick  house  in  which  he 
was  born  overlooks  the  valley  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the 
southeast  and  was  the  happy  gathering  place  of  the  family 
and  its  friends  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  gradually 
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sloping  hillsides  leading  off  toward  Poplar  Creek  and  the 
Great  Miami  afforded  delightful  rambling  and  romping 
places  on  their  green  slopes  in  the  summer  and  splendid 
coasting  places  when  winter’s  snow  and  ice  covered  the 
ground.  It  was  on  this  farm  that  Howard  and  his  older 
brothers  and  sisters  spent  their  childhood  days  together. 
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At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  accompanied  his  father  and 
mother  on  a  trip  to  Iowa  and  Missouri  to  visit  his  brother 
Thomas  and  his  sister  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  reside  in  those 
states.  A  steamboat  ride  down  the  Mississippi  River,  from 
Quincy,  Illinois,  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  a  memorable 
feature  of  this  trip.  On  the  westward  journey  a  stop  was 
made  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  to  visit  the  family  of  David  and 
Sarah  Kelley,  the  latter  being  a  sister  of  Howard’s  mother. 

Riding  or  driving  the  horses  in  the  fields,  preparing  the 
soil  to  receive  the  seed,  cultivating  the  crops  and  gathering 
the  harvests  from  these  fields  constituted  the  boyhood  work 
done  by  Howard.  In  winter  he  attended  the  “Brown” 
school  about  one  mile  north  of  the  home  site,  where  thor¬ 
ough  instruction  was  given  in  the  common  branches  by  a 
sincere  and  painstaking  school  mistress  or  school  master. 
The  school  house  was  of  the  little  red  brick  type  with  a 
single  room  about  30  x  40  feet,  with  a  belfry  on  top,  three 
windows  on  each  side  and  a  single  entrance  and  exit  door  at 
the  front  end.  Inside  a  large  box-type  heating  stove,  burn¬ 
ing  wood  as  fuel,  gave  the  room  a  temperature  varying  from 
below  freezing  up  to  a  point  where  the  cast  iron  sides  of 
the  stove  were  snapping  with  red  heat.  Since  this  type  of 
school  has  almost  disappeared  the  foregoing  description 
is  given  for  the  edification  of  the  young  boy  or  girl  who 
may  never  see  one.  Let  it  be  added  that  the  old  adage  of 
“Spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the  boy”  was  not  unpracticed  in 
this  old  “Brown”  school. 

When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  Howard  entered 
the  National  Normal  LFniversity  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where 
he  attended  from  1885  to  1889.  Dr.  Alfred  Holbrook  was 
the  founder  and  president  of  this  school,  which  was  very 
popular  and  well  attended  by  the  young  people  of  south¬ 
western  Ohio  and  by  students  from  all  over  the  country  as 
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THE  “BROWN  SCHOOL”  HOUSE 

well.  He  graduated  in  its  commercial  department  in  1887 ; 
in  the  scientific  class  of  1888,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science;  in  the  classic  class  of  1889,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  With  the  death  of  Dr.  Holbrook,  at  the 
remarkably  old  age  of  97  years,  the  University  gradually 
declined  and  was  later  combined  with  Wilmington  College, 
of  Wilmington,  Ohio.  The  student  records  of  the  National 
Normal  University  are  now  in  Wilmington  College. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  University  he  was  employed  by 
the  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the 
Treasurer’s  Department.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  Collection  Division  and  was  later  appointed 
as  General  Auditor,  which  position  he  held  for  three  years, 
from  1907  to  1910.  He  left  the  employ  of  that  Company  in 
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1910,  after  twenty  years  of  continuous  service.  During 
this  period  he  was  awarded  cash  prizes,  medals,  diplomas 
and  educational  trips  in  recognition  of  services  rendered 
and  valuable  suggestions  made. 

In  1906  he  was  sent  to  the  Pacific  coast  by  The  National 
Cash  Register  Co.,  to  check  up  the  property  of  that  com¬ 
pany,  following  the  earthquake  and  fire  in  San  Francisco. 
The  principal  cities  were  visited  from  Los  Angeles  to  Se¬ 
attle.  His  wife  and  son,  Roscoe,  were  with  him  on  this 
trip.  On  their  return  eastward  a  stop  was  made  at  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park  and  a  five  day’s  trip  through  the 
park  was  enjoyed.  Other  trips  were  made  in  the  interest 
of  that  company,  covering  the  Atlantic  coast  cities,  cities 
of  the  middle  west  and  Canada. 

In  the  spring  of  1914  he  was  asked  to  come  into  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  The  Standard  Registdl?.  Co.,  in  an  effort  to 
bring  it  out  of  its  financial  difficultfes.  He  served  as  re¬ 
ceiver  of  that  company  for  one  and  one-half  years  and  then 
turned  the  business  back  to  its  stockholders  in  a  healthy 
financial  condition.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  the 
position  of  sales  representative  of  that  company,  for  seven 
years  operating  with  headquarters  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
for  the  past  five  years  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  scored  a 
high  average  in  sales  work  with  this  company  and  served 
almost  thirty-five  years  with  the  two  companies  above 

mentioned. 

While  attending  the  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  he  met 
Miss  Clara  Rosina  Boudinet,  also  a  student  in  and  graduate 
of  the  University,  whose  home  was  at  Middletown,  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  they  were  married  on  October  10,  1894. 
She  had  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  that  county 
and  later  taught  one  year  in  the  schools  at  Grantville,  Geor¬ 
gia.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  Mitchell  Boudinet,  born  in 
Paris,  France,  and  Louisa  (Brill)  Boudinet,  born  in  the 
southern  portion  of  Germany.  She  has  a  keen  interest  and 
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pride  in  the  home  and  takes  an  active  part  in  church  work. 
She  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Montgomery  County 
Horticultural  Society,  a  worker  in  and  sectional  president 
of  the  Needlework  Guild  of  America,  and  a  member  of  the 
College  Women’s  Club. 

Two  children  were  born  into  this  home,  Howard  Roscoe 
and  Willard  Hughes,  whose  sketches  are  on  following  pages. 
The  parents  have  recently  returned  from  Boston,  where 
they  visited  their  new  grandson. 

They  are  members  of  the  First  United  Brethren  Church 
t  of  Dayton  and  united  with  the  church  at  an  early  age.  The 
j  home  where  the\"  have  resided  for  thirty  years  is  on  the 
I  northeast  corner  of  Grand  Avenue  and  Broadway,  Dayton, 
!  Ohio.  ^  , 

^  Howard  Roscoe  Brentlinger,  elder  son  of  Howard  Grant 
and  Clara  Rosina  (Boudinet)  Brentlinger,  was  born  at  No. 
221  Lehman  Street,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
August,  1895,  his  parents  moving  about  two  years  later  to 
the  new  home  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Grand  Avenue  and 
Broadway,  in  this  cit3\  He  attended  the  Longfellow  school 
on  Salem  Avenue,  and  later  the  Steele  High  School,  where 
he  was  graduated.  While  attending  high  school  he  learned 
the  book  and  stationery  business  at  the  United  Brethren 
Book  Store  after  classes.  The  friendships  formed  here  and 
in  the  First  United  Brethren  Church,  with  which  he  be¬ 
came  identified,  led  him  to  continue  his  education  at  Otter- 
bein  College,  Westerville,  Ohio.  Prior  to  matriculating, 
however,  he  devoted  a  year  to  business  in  an  accounting 
department  of  The  National  Cash  Register  Company,  in 
Dayton. 

Upon  entering  Otterbein  College  in  the  autumn  of  1914, 
he  became  interested  in  the  field  of  history  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  was  an  active  participant  in  the  weekly  programs 
of  the  Philomathean  Literary  Society.  During  his  sopho¬ 
more  year  he  participated  in  the  intercollegiate  debates  as 
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a  member  of  the  Otterbein  Varsity  debating  team,  served 
as  business  manager  of  the  college  newspaper,  and  was 
elected  to  membership  on  the  college  Y.  M.  C.  A.  cabinet. 
The  study  of  history  and  politics  aroused  a  desire  to  study 
law,  and  he  entered  the  Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus, 
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Ohio,  in  1916,  contemplating  a  year  of  pre-legal  studies  and 
the  law  course.  Entering  the  debating  try-outs  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  made  the  Varsity  team,  and  engaged  in  inter¬ 
collegiate  forensic  contests  in  Ohio  and  with  other  state 
universities. 

Before  the  end  of  the  college  year  the  United  States  had 
declared  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  with  Germany,  and 
he  joined  the  exodus  of  students  from  college  into  war  activ¬ 
ities.  A  few  months  of  work  in  the  open  air  on  a  farm 
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near  Dayton  served  to  build  up  a  not  too  robust  constitu¬ 
tion.  Being  offered  a  place  in  the  Army  Y.  M.  C.  A.  or¬ 
ganization  then  being  formed,  he  accompanied  Mr.  H.  D. 
Dickson,  the  Dayton  General  Secretary,  to  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  where  recreation  halls  were  constructed  and 
facilities  made  ready  for  the  arrival  of  the  37th  Division 
of  Ohio  troops  at  Camp  Sheridan.  He  remained  in  the 
South  during  the  winter  of  1917-1918,  on  duty  at  Camp 
Sheridan  and  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  and  in  February 
returned  to  Otterbein  to  complete  the  work  for  his  degree 
and  to  graduate  with  his  class  in  June.  In  April,  however, 
he  entered  the  United  States  Army  as  a  private,  and  was 
sent  for  training  to  Camp  Sherman,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
Having  learned  the  rudiments  of  military  training  at  Camp 
Sheridan,  he  shortly  found  himself  in  the  166th  Brigade 
Headquarters,  and  within  a  month  was  on  his  way  to  France 
with  the  83d  Division.  The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was 
conferred  on  him  at  the  June  commencement. 

An  incident  of  note  occurred  during  his  brief  period  of 
training  at  Camp  Sherman.  While  attending  Otterbein  Col¬ 
lege  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Alice  Elizabeth 
Ressler,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  I.  L.  Ressler, 
and  Mary  (Sammis)  Ressler.  Dr.  Ressler  has  been  for 
over  fifty  years  a  clergyman  and  conference  superintendent 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Their  friendship  culmin¬ 
ated  in  their  marriage  on  May  19,  1918.  The  ceremony,  at 
which  the  bride’s  father  officiated,  took  place  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  the  presence  of  the 
parents  of  the  young  couple,  the  groom’s  brother,  and  of  a 
few  Otterbein  friends,  and  in  a  military  setting. 

A  few  days  later  the  83d  Division  assembled  at  Camp 
Merritt,  New  Jersey,  across  the  Hudson  River  from  New 
York  City,  and  one  night  his  detachment  silently  descended 
the  precipitous  cliffs  along  the  Hudson,  steamed  down  the 
river  to  the  great  docks  at  Hoboken,  and  as  quietly  boarded 
the  steamship  Aquitania.  The  8000  troops  on  board  were 
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safely  landed  at  Liverpool,  whence  a  day’s  journey  through 
the  intensely  cultivated  countryside  of  England  found  them 
at  Southampton.  Crossing  the  English  Channel  at  night, 
the  men  stepped  onto  French  soil  at  the  port  of  Le  Havre, 
and  in  a  few  days  were  transported  across  the  heart  of 
France  to  the  rear  of  the  lines  for  final  training.  While  in 
the  vicinity  of  Chaumont,  the  American  headquarters,  the 
83d  Division  received  orders  to  become  a  training  and  re¬ 
placement  organization,  and  its  personnel  was  soon  scat¬ 
tered-used  to  fill  up  the  depleted  ranks  of  other  divisions 
—and  Brigade  headquarters  was  established  at  the  Chateau 
d’Andigne,  near  the  city  of  Le  Mans,  Sarthe.  Here  he  per¬ 
formed  liaision  duty  for  several  months,  as  an  infantry  ser¬ 
geant,  and  was  later  detailed  to  Division  Headquarters  in 
Le  Mans  until  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice. 

Upon  returning  to  the  United  States  he  enrolled  in  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  completed  the  law  course,  gradu¬ 
ating  with  the  class  of  1921,  with  the  Bachelor  of  Law  de¬ 
gree.  He  has  since  secured  the  degree  of  Master  of  Law 
at  Boston  Law  School.  During  the  years  in  Cambridge  his 
wife  studied  organ  and  theory  at  the  New  England  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Music  in  Boston.  Since  graduating  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Brent¬ 
linger  has  served  as  organist  in  Boston  and  suburban 
churches. 

They  reside,  with  their  little  son,  Howard  Roscoe,  Jr.,  at 
43  Marion  Road,  Belmont,  Mass. 

Howard  Roscoe  Brentlinger,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  latest  ar¬ 
rivals  in  the  Brentlinger  family.  Born  on  the  23d  day  of 
March,  1927,  he  is  the  son  of  Howard  Roscoe  Brentlinger 
and  Alice  Elizabeth  Brentlinger.  He  was  born  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  Hospital,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  but  is  now  comfortably 
located  in  the  home  of  his  parents  at  43  Marion  Road,  Bel¬ 
mont,  Mass.  Of  the  twenty-six  new  babies  who  arrived  at 
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the  hospital,  he  was  called  “the  big  baby”  by  the  attending 
nurses.  He  has  a  wonderful  start! 

Willard  Hughes  Brentlinger  was  born  June  10,  1900,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was  educated  in  the  Public  schools, 
graduating  from  Steele  High  School  in  1918  as  an  honor 
pupil.  He  enlisted  in  the  Naval  Reserve  Corps  at  Case 
School  of  Applied  Science,  where  he  attended  in  1918-19. 
In  1922  he  received  his  A.  B.  degree  from  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  after  three  years  attendance.  Since  then  he  has 
been  a  teacher  in  the  high  schools  of  Oakwood,  and  in¬ 
structor  in  psychology  at  Antioch  College.  He  received  an 
M.  A.  degree  at  Ohio  State  University  in  1925,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  teaching  assistant  in  psychology  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota  for  1925-26,  and  did  his  second  year  of  gradu¬ 
ate  study  there.  At  the  present  time  he  is  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  psychology  department  of  Oberlin  College, 
Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  is  engaged  to  Miss  Dorothy  Hunter  of 
Miles  City,  Montana. 


WILLIAM  BRENTLINGER 

William  Brentlinger  was  born  April  15th,  1825,  and  died 
July  19th,  1879.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Hopbines)  Brentlinger  and  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  his  father  being  twice  married.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Marinda  Gardner,  who  died  February  16th,  1861,  aged 
31  years,  7  months  and  24  days. 

A  few  years  later  he  married  Miss  Catharine  Naus. 

To  this  union  were  born  eight  children,  namely;  Abram, 
Charles,  William  Thomas,  Sarah  Elizabeth  and  Levi  James, 
(being  twins),  Samuel,  Andrew  (Thomas),  and  John  Henry. 

He  reared  his  family  on  a  farm  in  Union  Township  near 
Uniopolis,  Ohio. 

Abram  E.  Brentlinger,  son  of  William  and  Marinda 
(Gardner)  Brentlinger,  was  born  December  15th,  1849,  and 
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died  June  23,  1922.  He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Union  Township  near  Uniopolis,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  that  vicinity.  It  was  only  possible  for  him  to 
attend  common  school  36  months  of  his  life,  yet  he  fitted 
himself  for  a  teacher  in  the  schools  and  taught  20  years. 
He  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  the  county. 


ABRAM  E.  AND  LUCY  ANN  BRENTLINGER  FAMILY 

On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1873,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Shaw,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
five  children:  Alvin  A.,  Herman  A.,  Clarence  W.,  Ada  G. 
Carter  and  Waldo  D.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  almost  all  his  life. 

His  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  he  devoted  his  time 
to  farming  when  not  engaged  in  teaching. 
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Charles  Brentlinger  was  born  March  9,  1851,  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Marinda  (Gardner)  Brentlinger,  and  was  acci¬ 
dentally  killed  by  driving  in  front  of  an  interurban  car 
October  16th,  1910. 

He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Union  Township, 
near  Uniopolis,  Ohio,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this  vicinity. 
He  was  married  late  in  life  to  Mrs.  Louise  Sillin  Holtzapple, 
of  near  Buckland,  Ohio.  There  were  no  children  of  this 
union. 

He  devoted  his  time  to  farming. 

Samuel  Brentlinger,  son  of  William  and  Marinda  (Gard¬ 
ner)  Brentlinger,  was  born  November  22,  1856,  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  died  February  10,  1862. 

Andrew  Brentlinger  (generally  known  as  Thomas)  the 
son  of  William  and  Marinda  (Gardner)  Brentlinger,  was 
born  November  24,  1858,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Union 
Township  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this  vicinity. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Oral  Gierhart  and  to 
this  union  one  son  was  born,  namely :  Irvil  Cleveland  Brent¬ 
linger,  who  resides  in  Lima,  Ohio. 

He  followed  farming  several  years,  then  moved  to  Lima, 
Ohio,  and  entered  the  grocery  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  now  located  on  a  farm  near  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio. 

John  Henry  Brentlinger  was  born  February  5,  1861,  and 
died  March  11,  1861,  aged  1  month  and  6  days.  He  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Marinda  (Gardner)  Brentlinger. 

Levi  James  Brentlinger,  son  of  William  and  Marinda 
(Gardner)  Brentlinger,  was  born  November  23,  1854,  being 
a  twin,  brother  of  Sarah  Elizabeth  Shaw.  He  was  born  and 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead. 

He  was  married  to  Sarah  Golden  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Thomas,  dying  in  infancy, 
Charles  Elmer,  Harley,  dying  in  infancy,  and  Virgil  Ray. 
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He  resided  on  a  farm  and  followed  the  vocation  of  farm¬ 
ing  almost  all  of  his  life,  a  few  years  being  spent  in  Lima, 
Ohio.  He  died  March  30,  1925. 

William  Thomas  Brentlinger  was  born  January  4,  1853, 
and  died  January  13,  1854,  aged  1  year  and  9  days. 

He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Marinda  (Gardner)  Brent¬ 
linger. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  (Brentlinger)  Shaw,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Marinda  (Gardner)  Brentlinger,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1854,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Union  Township,  near 
Uniopolis,  Ohio.  Her  mother  dying  when  she  was  quite 
young  left  many  responsibilities  for  her  to  bear. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Monroe  Shaw  in  1876. 
To  this  union  were  born  five  children:  Lawrence,  Harvey, 
Homer,  Roy  and  a  child  which  died  in  infancy.  They  reside 
on  a  farm  near  Cridersville,  Ohio.  She  and  Levi  J.  were 
twins. 

THE  JOHN  STEVENSON  FAMILY 

The  following  records  are  taken  from  the  family  Bible 
of  John  Stevenson.  This  Bible  he  purchased  in  1845  and 
the  writing  therein  is  very  clear  and  distinct  to  this  date, 
(1927). 

John  Stevenson  was  born  in  Kentucky,  January  14,  1806. 
He  married  Anna  West,  March  6,  1825. 

Births : 

Rachel  Stevenson — Born  December  10,  1825. 

Mary  Stevenson — Born  August  27,  1827. 

Francis  Marion  Stevenson — Born  January  3,  1830. 

James  Irvin  Stevenson— Born  January  15,  1832. 

Sarah  Jane  Stevenson — -Born  December  25,  1834. 

Anna  Stevenson — Born  February  21,  1836. 

Mrs.  Anna  West  Stevenson  died  February  21,  1836. 

John  Stevenson  married  Susannah  Brentlinger  August  4, 
1836. 
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Births : 

Lucinda  Stevenson — Born  June  12,  1837. 

Catharine  Stevenson-—Born  August  23,  1838. 

Elizabeth  Stevenson — Born  January  18,  1840. 

John  Alex.  Stevenson — Born  December  24,  1841. 

Silas  Wesley  Stevenson — Born  January  23,  1843. 
William  Andrew  Stevenson — Born  August  6,  1845. 

Eli  Jasper  Stevenson — Born  September  2,  1848. 
Jefferson  Pierce  Stevenson — Born  December  14,  1852. 
John  Stevenson  died  January  4,  1854. 

Susannah  (Brentlinger)  Stevenson  married  Samuel 
Vorhis. 

Two  children  were  born  to  this  union,  both  dying  in 
infancy. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Vorhis  she  marriel  Samuel 
Strawser. 

Susannah  (Brentlinger)  Strawser  died  October  14,  1893. 
The  John  Stevenson  children  are  all  now  believed  to  be 
dead.  Their  records  are  unobtainable. 

Eli  Jasper  Stevenson  married  Catharine  Carter,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1871. 

Births : 

Susie  Stevenson- — Born  July  19,  1874. 

Mary  Jane  Stevenson— Born  March  7,  1876. 

Andrew  Fay  Stevenson- — Born  April  18,  1880, 

Cuba  May  Stevenson — Born  December  28,  1882. 

Emma  Ellen  Stevenson— Born  February  13,  1887. 
Howard  Amasa  Stevenson — Born  July  21,  1889. 
William  and  Eddie  died  in  infancy. 

Eli  Jasper  Stevenson  died  October  7,  1902. 

Susie  Stevenson  married  Enos  Shaw.  Their  son,  Ortho, 
married  Ina  Turner. 

Mary  Jane  (Mollie)  Stevenson  married  Alva  McPherson. 
Cuba  May  Stevenson  married  Harry  Styer.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Raymond,  Naola,  Evelyn,  John,  Glen,  Doris,  June, 
and  Robert. 
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Raymond  Styer  married  Irene  Coslow. 

Naola  Styer  married  Joseph  Lane. 

Emma  Ellen  Stevenson  married  Carl  Hardin.  They  have 
a  daughter,  Yvonne. 

Howard  Amasa  Stevenson  married  Minnie  Brown.  They 
have  two  children,  Harold  Eugene  and  Dorothy  May. 

(This  record  of  the  decendants  of  John  Stevenson  has 
been  kindly  furnished  by  Mrs.  Emma  Ellen  (Stevenson) 
Hardin,  R.  R.  1,  Uniopolis,  Ohio.) 

DANIEL  BRENTLINGER 

Daniel  Brentlinger,  son  of  George  Brentlinger,  was  born 
in  West  Moreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1807. 
He  was  a  younger  brother  of  John  Brentlinger,  whose  biog¬ 
raphy  is  on  preceding  pages.  His  parents  came  to  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio,  and  settled  near  South  Bloomfield  when  Dan¬ 
iel  was  four  years  of  age.  The  family  crossed  the  country 
on  horseback  and  the  incident  is  related  that  the  youth,  who 
was  riding  on  a  horse  with  his  father,  attempted  to  catch 
his  hat,  which  a  brisk  wind  had  blown  off,  lost  his  poise 
and  fell  off  the  horse.  But  tradition  shows  no  serious  re¬ 
sults  of  the  accident. 

His  father  was  married  twice— to  a  Miss  Burwell  and  to 
Miss  Catherin  Tritchy.  Daniel’s  mother  died  a  few  years 
after  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  and  his  sisters  were  reared 
by  a  family  named  Fogelsang,  while  Daniel  was  taken  into 
the  home  of  an  uncle  John. 

In  the  year  1832  Daniel  married  Minerva  Cummins  and 
fourteen  children  were  born  to  them.  Twin  girls  and  three 
other  children  died  when  quite  young  while  nine  lived  to 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

His  oldest  son,  Gideon,  married  and  settled  in  Illinois, 
where  his  children  now  live.  The  other  sons  were  Mahlon, 
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Edward  and  Lewis.  The  daughters  were  Martha,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  Houston;  Melissa,  who  married  David  Jones; 
Maranda,  who  married  Willard  Brink,  and  Anna,  who  is  un¬ 
married.  All  of  the  latter  reared  their  families  in  Ohio. 

Daniel’s  sister,  Mary,  married  James  Holmes  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  Anna.  His  sister,  Hannah,  married  John 
Bidleman  and  there  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters  in 
this  family. 

Daniel  Brentlinger  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-four  years 
old  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Marinda 
Brink,  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  His  remains  are  buried  in  Green- 
lawn  Cemetery. 

(The  foregoing  sketch  is  furnished  by  Osee  Brink  Stett- 
ner,  of  122  West  Second  Ave.,  Columbus,  Ohio.) 

“Daniel  Brentlinger,  one  of  the  oldest  living  pioneer 
settlers  of  Ohio,  is  dangerously  ill  with  pneumonia  at  the 
home  of  his  son-in-law,  Willard  Brink,  on  Central  Avenue, 
Columbus.  He  is  in  his  94th  year  and  has  enjoyed  remark¬ 
ably  good  health  during  his  advanced  years.  He  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1807,  and  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  parents  in  1811.  The  entire  journey  over 
the  mountains  was  made  in  pack  saddles.  His  parents 
located  in  Pickaway  County,  where  Daniel  resided  until 
1854,  when  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
near  Grove  City.  He  came  to  Columbus  in  1890  and  has 
lived  since  that  time  with  his  son-in-law,  Willard  Brink.  He 
was  married  in  1832,  to  Miss  Minerva  Cummins,  to  which 
union  fourteen  children  were  born,  seven  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Brentlinger  has  lived  to  be  the  head  of  a  family 
of  five  generations  which  numbers  seven  living  children, 
thirty  grand  children,  and  three  children  of  the  fifth  gen¬ 
eration.  Five  of  his  daughters,  ranging  in  age  from  45  to 
58  years,  and  one  son  aged  57,  are  now  at  his  bedside.” — 
(Clipping  from  Ohio  State  Journal.) 
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THE  REUNIONS 

The  Brentlinger  reunions  had  their  origin  in  the  year 
1877,  on  New  Year’s  Day,  through  the  medium  of  a  surprise 
party,  such  gatherings  being  a  common  means  of  promoting 
sociability  among  the  people  at  that  time.  The  friends 
and  neighbors  of  Andrew  Brentlinger  had  planned  a  sur¬ 
prise  for  the  family  on  this,  the  fiftieth  birthday  of  Mrs. 
Brentlinger,  and  at  a  designated  hour  were  to  have  de¬ 
scended  upon  the  unsuspecting  family  in  a  body,  with 
baskets  filled  with  the  proceeds  of  their  farms  in  the  house¬ 
wife’s  most  skillfully  prepared  viands,  and  with  hearts  filled 
with  good  will  and  joy.  But,  as  sometimes  it  would  occur, 
one  member  of  the  party  through  faulty  information,  an 
unreliable  timepiece,  or  because  of  some  other  unaccount¬ 
able  reason,  arrived  a  half  hour  earlier  upon  the  scene,  and 
coming  in  Sunday  attire  and  with  an  overflowing  basket, 
the  secret  was  out.  For  he  could  not  withstand  the  allu¬ 
sions  to  his  coming,  and  to  the  bountiful  supply  of  provisions 
he  bore ;  so  a  complete  account  of  the  proposed  surprise  had 
to  be  unwillingly  unfolded.  A  few  moments  sufficed  for 
the  family  to  prepare  to  meet  their  uninvited,  though  wel¬ 
come  guests.  Although  the  thrill  and  bustle  of  a  surprise 
was  thwarted,  the  brightness  and  the  warmth  of  the  neigh¬ 
borly  meeting  was  in  no  degree  diminished ;  and  after  a  few 
moments  of  undeniable  disappointment  at  the  failure  of 
the  element  of  surprise,  the  company  settled  to  a  day  of 
hearty  greetings,  followed  by  festivity  and  by  an  exchange 
of  common  experiences  and  congenial  conversation.  From 
this  social  gathering  it  became  the  custom  of  the  family  of 
Andrew  Brentlinger  to  gather  at  the  old  home  fireside  on 
New  Year’s  Day;  several  of  the  older  children  having  by 
this  time  married  and  established  homes  and  families  of 
their  own. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  relate  here  that  it  was  the  conception 
of  the  helpmate  of  Andrew  Brentlinger,  the  mother  of  an 
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exceptionally  well  mothered  family,  who  inaugurated  these 
New  Year’s  Day  homecomings,  and  continued  them  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  Seldom  has  a  family 
been  favored  and  reared  under  such  a  harmony  of  plan  and 
purpose  as  existed  between  the  father  and  mother  of  this 
family.  The  strength,  ambition  and  firmness  of  the  one 
was  perfectly  supplemented  by  the  fervor,  confidence  and 
faith  of  the  other.  Together  they  sought  through  word 
and  deed  to  inspire  their  children  with  God  fearing  high 
ideals  of  morality,  fidelity  and  usefulness. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  mother  passed  beyond,  the 
yearly  meetings  of  the  family  were  discontinued.  None 
were  held  until  after  the  death  of  Andrew  Brentlinger,  the 
father,  which  occurred  in  1887.  After  the  father’s  death 
the  family  home  circle  was  broken.  The  farm  was  taken 
over  by  other  owners;  and  the  familiar  places  that  knew 
their  own  so  frequently,  knew  them  thereafter  but  seldom. 
Then  the  eldest  of  the  family  first  arranged  for  a  New 
Year’s  Day  gathering  and  the  other  members  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  family  circle  followed  in  the  order  of  their  seniority. 
When  the  youngest  had  been  the  host  the  cycle  of  meetings 
was  repeated,  and  thus  the  family  reunions  were  becoming 
firmly  established.  As  the  years  passed  the  family  group 
increased  until  the  homes  would  no  longer  afford  room  or 
accommodations  for  the  numbers,  and  more  commodious 
quarters  were  sought.  The  Butler  Township  G.  A.  R.  Hall 
was  then  secured  for  one  or  more  of  the  meetings. 

Yet  another  difficulty  became  apparent.  The  numbers 
increasing  and  the  homes  becoming  more  numerous  and 
more  widely  scattered,  the  journey  to  a  gathering  in  the 
middle  of  winter  causing  no  small  degree  of  exposure  and 
inconvenience,  the  date  of  the  reunion  was  changed 
to  the  day  of  birth  of  the  father  (October  the  fourth). 
This  day  was  the  chosen  one,  and  fairly  satisfactory  for  a 
decade,  or  about  that  length  of  time,  when  again  increasing 
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numbers  and  a  greater  diversity  of  occupation  made  it  de¬ 
sirable  to  meet  upon  some  generally  observed  holiday,  and 
Labor  Day,  the  first  Monday  of  September,  became  the 
chosen  date  of  the  Brentlinger  reunion,  and  some  park  or 
grove  the  most  favored  and  suitable  place  for  assembling. 
This  very  universally  observed  holiday  is  the  day  upon 
which  the  Brentlinger  reunion  is  held  at  the  time  of  this 
writing  (1927). 

The  one  reunion  most  fondly  remembered  by  those  in 
attendance  was  held  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Erisman,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
October,  in  1899.  This  reunion  was  put  in  planning  the 
year  preceding,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erisman  were  visiting 
in  Ohio  amongst  their  relatives  and  friends.  To  Mr.  Eris¬ 
man,  he  being  an  extensive  farmer  and  stockman,  the  pro¬ 
position  half  jokingly  was  made  that  the  reunion  would  be 
held  at  his  home  the  succeeding  year  if  he  would  have  a 
good  beef  animal  fatted  and  ready  for  the  occasion.  To 
the  surprise  of  all  Mr.  Erisman  said  with  the  sincerity  of 
conviction,  that  the  beef  would  be  ready  when  the  crowd 
arrived,  and  in  that  promise  he  abundantly  made  good. 

Now  to  get  an  entire  family  group  ready  for  a  journey 
of  five  hundred  miles,  and  to  secure  a  way  whereby  all 
could  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  travel,  all  and  every 
one  ready  upon  the  same  day,  was  more  than  a  slight 
matter.  The  largest  measure  of  credit  for  this  successful 
undertaking  is  justly  conceded  to  Mr.  William  Brentlinger. 
He,  having  considerable  acquaintance  with  railroad  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railway,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  having  also  at  one  time  attracted  their 
favorable  notice  by  flagging  a  very  costly  train  at  a  point 
of  extreme  danger,  winning  thereby  their  confidence  and 
good  will,  proved  himself  master  of  the  situation.  Through 
tireless  effort  in  numerous  conferences,  where  desires  and 
intentions  were  discussed,  he  triumphantly  secured  the 
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charter  of  a  special  coach,  at  a  cost  such  as  to  make  it  with¬ 
in  the  financial  reach  of  every  one  to  secure  passage  for 
the  entire  period  of  the  ten  day  trip,  along  with  the  best 
service  at  the  railway  company’s  command  throughout  the 
entire  journey. 

At  this  reunion  all  of  the  living  children  of  Andrew 
Brentlinger  were  present,  excepting  Thomas  J.  Brentlinger, 
who  was  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Ohio 
group,  being  then  as  he  now  is,  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Iowa.  There  were  also  many  grandchildren  of  the  original 
family  in  the  company  and  a  number  of  personal  friends 
of  the  family.  The  time  of  the  trip,  which  has  before  been 
mentioned  as  ten  days,  was  spent  in  making  every  one 
happy  and  comfortable,  in  visiting,  in  sports,  and  in  be¬ 
coming  acquainted  with  the  resources  and  methods  of  the 
country  and  people  of  that  section.  Several  of  Mr.  Eris- 
man’s  sons  and  daughters  were  married  and  in  homes  of 
their  own.  Altogether  there  were  accommodations  suffi¬ 
cient  and  amusements  were  plentiful,  and  it  would  be  a  loss 
of  pleasureable  reminiscence  to  refrain  from  the  mention 
of  the  excellent  meals  served ;  the  superb  roast  beef,  the 
game,  prairie  chicken,  quail  and  rabbit  brought  down  by 
the  sportsmen  of  the  company,  and  the  excellent  sweet  cider 
made  from  the  orchards  of  Mr.  Erisman,  always  fresh  from 
the  mill. 

There  were  also  many  happenings  of  personal  interest. 
Some  were  highly  amusing,  prompting  jesting  and  levity, 
while  others  furnished  anxiety  and  thrills  because  of  their 
supposed  approach  to  near  tragedy.  On  one  occasion  two 
mothers  with  small  children  were  exceedingly  concerned 
and  alarmed  when  the  car  carrying  the  company  was  pulled 
out  of  the  St.  Louis  depot  to  a  distant  siding  to  await  the 
departure  of  the  train  to  which  it  would  be  attached,  while 
their  two  husbands  were  left  behind  in  the  restaurants  of 
the  city  in  quest  of  hot  coffee  for  the  group  that  had  been 
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moved  off  far  out  of  sight  or  sound.  But  all  was  made 
right  and  normal  in  a  few  minutes  when  the  two  belated 
husbands  came  complacently  walking  down  the  track  to 
the  chartered  coach,  self  possessed  and  unalarmed.  This 
assurance  was  made  possible  only  through  the  kind  and 
efficient  railway  men  in  the  depot  who,  recognizing  them 
as  members  of  the  party  immediately  directed  them  to  the 
waiting  coach.  It  is  also  worthy  of  comment  that  through 
all  the  time  and  journey  not  a  single  serious  accident  hap¬ 
pened  to  any  member  of  the  party  or  to  any  one  coming  in 
contact  with  them.  It  is  recalled  that  the  weather,  through 
all,  excepting  the  first  night’s  ride  to  St.  Louis,  which  was 
unseasonably  cold,  was  ideal.  Viewed  from  any  angle  this 
group  of  kinsmen  and  friends  enjoyed  a  season  which 
marked  up  a  high  light  event  of  a  life-time. 

At  this  reunion  the  first  attempt  to  produce  any  his¬ 
torical  or  biographical  family  record  was  made.  The  in¬ 
formation  was  furnished  by  any  of  the  older  persons  pres¬ 
ent  and  conversant  with  the  facts,  and  the  subject  reduced 
to  writing  and  read  by  Mr.  Ellsworth  Brentlinger  at  the 
after  dinner  meeting  of  the  company  on  the  spacious  porch 
and  lawn  of  Mr.  Andrew  Erisman  on  October  4,  1899. 

Just  ten  years  later  the  Brentlinger  reunion  was  held  at 
the  farm  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  Brentlinger,  in 
Clermont  County,  seven  miles  north  of  Williamsburg,  Ohio. 
At  this  reunion  all  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Andrew 
Brentlinger  family  then  living,  were  present.  They  were 
Cordelia  Jane  Beeson,  Mary  Elizabeth  Erisman,  Thomas  J. 
Brentlinger,  Caroline  Patton,  William  Wesley  Brentlinger, 
Eliza  Ann  Booher,  Ellsworth  Brentlinger,  Laura  Frances 
Wells  and  Howard  Grant  Brentlinger.  The  place  being  re¬ 
mote  from  the  homes  of  the  others  of  the  family,  the  morn¬ 
ing  was  spent  as  the  folks  gathered  in  tender  greetings.  At 
noon  the  usual  bountiful  repast  was  served,  and  the  after¬ 
noon  was  devoted  to  the  photographer  and  a  leisurely  stroll 
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through  the  woodlands  on  the  farm.  Some  members  of  the 
group  gathered  beechnuts,  w^hile  others  sought  the  luscious 
pawpaw,  and  almost  every  one  cut  his  name  in  the  firm 
bark  of  the  beech  tree,  which  stood  staunchly  among  other 
giants  of  the  forest. 

The  reunions  held  mere  recently  have  been  in  some  park 
or  grove.  Snyder’s  park,  a  city  owned  park  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  Triangle  Park,  a  privately  owned  park  near  Day= 
ton,  Ohio,  have  vied  with  each  other  in  popularity.  East- 
wood  Park,  located  just  East  of  the  City  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
has  been  pleasantly  used.  The  use  of  Polk  Grove  Park 
brings  the  meetings  and  the  meeting  places  right  up  to  date, 
it  having  been  the  meeting  place  in  1926.  This  is  a  beauti¬ 
ful  spot  ten  miles  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  National 
Road.  It  is  provided  with  commodious  shelter  and  cooking 
conveniences,  and  was  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  that  a  strong 
appeal  was  made  to  make  this  the  fixed  place  of  meeting. 

The  reunion  of  1926,  at  Polk  Grove,  was  a  notable  one 
in  several  respects.  The  largest  number  of  persons  that 
has  yet  attended  a  reunion  was  present,  there  being  in  num¬ 
bers  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  A  short  song  was  presented 
for  the  first  time.  It  is  a  children’s  song  called,  ‘Tn  the 
Blue,  Blue,  Blue.” 

I 

Our  Master  says  His  Father  is  our  Father,  too, 

We  know  when  He  sayeth  the  words  are  surely  true, 

He’s  prepared  for  us  a  mansion  for  me  and  for  you. 

(Chorus:  All  raise  hands) 

Up  in  the  starry  heavens  in  the  blue,  blue,  blue. 

II 

So  our  beloved  teachers  so  kind  and  so  true. 

Will  have  a  lovely  mansion  among  the  good  and  true 
And  will  sing  their  songs  of  joy  the  same  as  I  and  you. 

CHORUS: 

Up  in  the  starry  heavens  in  the  blue,  blue,  blue. 
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III 

When  Jesus  calls  us  home  and  all  our  work  is  through, 

To  be  with  all  His  children  in  the  broad  expanse  of  blue, 

Then  we  will  all  sing  together  of  His  love  so  good  and  true. 

CHORUS: 

Up  in  the  starry  heavens  in  the  blue,  blue,  blue. 

These  words  were  written  by  Thomas  J.  Brentlinger,  and 
were  set  to  music  by  his  granddaughter,  Miss  Dorothy 
Brentlinger,  whose  home  is  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grant  Brentlinger,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Mr.  Elmer  Beeson 
was  the  speaker  on  this  occasion.  His  subject  was,  “Why 
These  Reunions.’’  He  said  these  reunions  are  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  upholding  ideals  rather  than  for  the  purpose  of  per¬ 
sonal  aggrandizement;  that  the  reunions  should  uphold  the 
outstanding  ideals  of  Andrew  and  Ann  Eliza  Brentlinger 
and  become  the  ideals  of  their  descendants.  He  spoke  also 
of  the  way  those  joining  the  family  group  through  mar¬ 
riage  became  amalgamated  into  the  larger  Brentlinger 
family.  Another  feature  of  the  Polk  Grove  reunion  was  the 
united  spirit  of  the  entire  company;  the  warmth  of  the 
handclasps ;  the  moisture  of  the  meeting  eyes,  and  the  sin¬ 
cere  words  of  encouragement  and  cheer. 

The  Brentlinger  family  are  a  religious  family,  and  not 
infrequently  do  they  invite  a  minister  to  their  reunions.  It 
is  often  that  they  arrange  for  some  one,  either  a  member 
of  their  own  group  or  some  friend  of  the  family  to  address 
their  reunions.  In  1925,  at  Snyder’s  Park,  they  were 
favored  with  the  presence  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Eby,  of  near  Well¬ 
ington,  Kansas,  who  spoke  upon  that  occasion.  Mr.  Eby 
formerly  lived  at  Vandalia,  Ohio,  and  for  many  years  taught 
the  school  known  as  the  “Brown  School,”  where  every  one 
of  Andrew  Brentlinger’s  children  came  under  his  influence 
and  instruction.  Mr.  Eby  has  ever  since  been  held  in  the 
very  highest  esteem  by  every  one  of  the  family. 
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Among  others  who  have  addressed  these  reunions  are 
recalled  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Patton,  Howard  J.  Beeson,  Judge  U.  S. 
Martin,  Howard  G.  Brentlinger,  Mrs.  Clarence  Brentlinger, 
Elmer  Beeson  and  Ellsworth  Brentlinger. 

The  Brentlinger  reunions  are  adjourned  by  using  in  song 
some  suitable  hymn,  “God  Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet 
Again,”  and  “Blessed  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds,”  being  the 
most  favored  ones. 


FORTY  YEARS  AGO 

I’ve  wandered  to  the  village,  Tom, 

I’ve  sat  beneath  the  tree, 

Upon  the  school-house  play-ground. 

That  sheltered  you  and  me; 

But  none  were  left  to  greet  me,  Tom, 
And  few  were  left  to  know, 

Who  played  with  me  upon  the  green 
Just  forty  years  ago. 

The  grass  was  just  as  green,  Tom, 
Barefooted  boys  at  play 
Were  sporting,  just  as  we  did  then. 

With  spirits  just  as  gay. 

But  the  master  sleeps  upon  the  hill. 
Which,  coated  o’er  with  snow, 

Afforded  us  a  sliding  place. 

Some  forty  years  ago. 

The  old  school-house  is  altered  some; 

The  benches  are  replaced 
By  new  ones  very  like  the  same 
Our  jack-knives  had  defaced. 

But  the  same  old  bricks  are  in  the  wall. 
The  bell  swings  to  and  fro; 

It’s  music’s  just  the  same,  dear  Tom, 
T’was  forty  years  ago. 

The  spring  that  bubbled  ’neath  the  hill, 
Close  by  the  spreading  beech. 

Is  very  low;  ’twas  once  so  high 
That  we  could  almost  reach; 

And  kneeling  down  to  take  a  drink. 
Dear  Tom,  I  started  so. 

To  think  how  very  much  I’ve  changed 
Since  forty  years  ago. 
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Near  by  that  spring,  upon  an  elm, 

You  know,  I  cut  your  name. 

Your  sweetheart’s  just  beneath  it,  Tom; 

And  you  did  mine  the  same. 

Some  heartless  wretch  has  peeled  the  bark; 

T’was  dying  sure,  but  slow. 

Just  as  that  one  whose  name  you  cut 
Died  forty  years  ago. 

My  lids  have  long  been  dry,  Tom, 

But  tears  came  in  my  eyes: 

I  thought  of  her  I  loved  so  well. 

Those  early  broken  ties. 

I  visited  the  old  church-yard. 

And  took  some  flowers  to  strew 
Upon  the  graves  of  those  we  loved 
Just  forty  years  ago. 


Some  are  in  the  church-yard  laid. 

Some  sleep  beneath  the  sea; 

And  none  are  left  of  our  old  class 
Except’ng  you  and  me. 

And  when  our  time  shall  come,  Tom, 
And  we  are  called  to  go, 

I  hope  we’ll  meet  with  those  we  loved 
Some  forty  years  ago. 
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